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Art. I. Anecdotes of the Rufian Empire. In a Series of Letters, 
. s . ‘ =| , 
written a few Years ago, from St. Peterfburgh. 8vo. 6s, Cadeli. 


HE modefty with which the Author of thefe anecdotes 

introduces himfelf to the public deferves commenda- 
tion; and while his advertifement has this merit, it affords 
a general idea of his performance, and ought to be fubmit- 
ted to our readers. . 

* The Author of the following Letters, during the fpace of four 
years that he paffed in Ruflia, had opportunities of obierving many 
circumftances that appeared to him remarkable in the manners of 
the Ruffians ; and of knowing fome particulars, that feemed to bim 
interefting in the characters of eminent perions. He does not pre- 
tend, however, to have compiled a complete Account of the Ruf- 
fan Empire. He has only mentioned fuch facts as he had occafion 
towitnefs; or fuch as had been communicated to hin by perfons 
on whofe information he could depend: and for this reafon, as the 
term Axecdote may perhaps apply to a nation in general, no lefs than 
to individuals, he has entitled his Work-AntcpotEes.—Chiefly fo- 
licitous of conveying fuch information as might be ufeful or amui- 
ing to his Readers, he has kept every thing refpecting. himfelf as 
much out of view as poffible ; and this mutt account fur abruptnefs 
infome of the Letters ; and for his prefenting others in the form of 
Extracts. At the fame time, the Reader mat? probably remark, that 
feveral of the following Letters have little relation either to the 
manners of the Ruffians, or to the characters of: eminent cotempo- 
‘aries. Some of them contain enquiries fuggeited to the Author, 
orhis Correfpondents, concerning facts or events which he took 
occafion to mention. Others have a connection ftill more remote; 
and are fearcely any otherwife related to his fubject, than that the 
Were written during the time he remained in Ruffia. It is ho : 
owever, that, in a Publication in whicha very clofe method is not 
Propofed, the flight connection between thofe Letters, and the 
Soa defign ot the Volume, will not be confidered as a great 
erect. 

When we announce that Mr. Richardfon, Profeffor of 

umanity at Glafgow,:the ingenious Author of two in- 
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terefting volumes on the dramatic characters of Shakefpezre 
1s the perfon to whom the public is indebted for the prefenr 
performance, we muft naturally excite its curiofity, nor do 
we conceive, that the reputation he has already acquired, wil! 
in any degree be impaired by the work now under our con- 
fideration. 

The tatte of the public, which is not always either juit or 
exa¢t, has been declared tn our judgment with too much de- 
cifion in favour of many late Books of travels. Thev have 
often been trifling ; and we remark with pain that perhaps 
their frivolity has been the caufe of their fuccefs ; but while 
in thefe anccdotes there are many particulars which are cal- 
culated to gratify the idle and the diffipated, there are alfo 
topics of a very different tendency, which men of reflection 
and fcience may perufe with keennefs and curiofity. The 
author had opportunities of information which did not fal! 
to the fhare of every common traveller. He was in the train 
of Lord Cathcart who was ambaffador to the court ot Rutfiia; 
and had the honour to be known to its politeft circles. 

This was a fuperior advantage, and he has availed himfelf 
of it. Politics, literature, and manners are the principal 
topics which attra& his attention; and while he is generally 
initrn&ive he is always entertaining. 

Of the Emprefs of Ruffia he gives the following anecdotes 
in a letter to his friend. 

‘ I perceive, by fome fevere expreffions, in a letter from our 
friend , that our northern Semiramis has but little chance of 
exciting his admiration. Not to him, therefore, but to you, who 
have more indulgence forthe ‘* weaker veflel,”” though on the pre- 
fent occafion no indulgence is neceflary, I tranfmit the following 
diary of the Emprefs, as I heard it from the Countefs RKomar- 
foff, a very refpectable old lady of the higheit rank in this place, 
and mother to Count Romanioff.: 

* Her Majetty, according to this authority, rifes at five in the 
morning, and is engages’ in bufinefs till near ten. She then break- 
fafts, and goes to prayers: dines at two: withdraws to her own 
apartment foon after dinner :: drinks tea at five: fees company, plays 
at cards, or attends public places, the py opera, or mafquerade, 
rill fupper ; and goes to fleep at ten- eleven every thing about 
the palace is as itll as midnight. Whift is her favourite game « 
cards; fhe ufually plays fortive imperials * the rubber; and as fle 
plays with great clearnefs and attention, fhe is often fuccefsful ; fhe 
fometimes pluys too at picquect and cribbage. Though fhe is occ 
fionally prefent at mufical entertainments, the is not taid to be fond 
of mutic. Inthe morning, between prayers and dinner, fhe tre 
quently takes an airing, according as the weather admits, 104 
coach or tledge. On thefe occafions, fhe has fometimes no guarcs 
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and very few attendants; and does not chufe to be known or faluted 
as Emprefs. It is in this manner that the vilits any great works 
that msy be going on in the city, or in the neighbourhood. She 
is fond of having fmall parties of cight or ten perfons with her at 
dinner; and the frequently fups, goes to balls, or maftquerades in 
the houfes of her nobility. When the retires to her palaces in the 
country, e/pecially to Zarfkocelo, fhe lays afide all ftate, and lives 
with her ladics on a footing of as ealy intimacy as poflible. Any 
one of them who rifes on her entering or going out of a room, 1s 
find in a rouble *; and all forfeits of this fort are given to the 
poor, You will eafily perceive, that by hér regular and judicious 
diitribution of time, the is able to traniact a great deal of buinets ; 
and that the affability of her manners render her much beloved. 
But I will not yet fay any, thing very pofitive concerning her 
character and principles of action, For, the may be very focial, 
and very affable, ‘* and fmite, and {mile, and”——you know 
the reft. 

‘ I may, however, very fafely affirm, that a great number of her 
actions, fo great indeed as to conttitute a dittnguifhing feature in 
her character, proceed either from the defire of doing good, or the 
love of fame. If from the laft, it mult alfo be acknowledged, that 
the praife fhe is fo defirous of obtaining, is, in many inftances, the 
praife of humanity. Sometimes, indeed, there is a fort of whim 
or affectation of fingularity, in the manner of conferring her ta- 
vours, that looks as if the delire of being fpoken of, fully as much 
as the defire of doing good, was the fountain from which they 
flow. For example—A young officer, who attended the court, fell 
in love, as was natural, with a young lady. ‘The lady, as was alfo 
natural, appeared not intfenfible to his worth, nor difpleafed with 
his affiduity. But want of fortune on both fides, was an obitacle 
to their union. The Emprefs, however, perceived their attach- 
ment; and fent, one day, for the young gentleman to a private 
conference. She told him, fhe had obferved that M and he 
entertained great tendernefs for one another; that the whole Court 
' obferved it; and hinted fomething like regret, that fuch things 
thould have been remarked. The young man was diiconcerted ; 
but had firmnefs enough to avow the fincerity of his paflion. 
*@ “ Then,” faid her Majefty, ‘ you mutt forthwith be married.” 
This was fudden: the young man fhewed fome hefitation ; but not 
; trom any motives that were improper: ‘“* he had no fortune, and 
‘es could not maintain the lady in a manner fuited to her rank and 
‘merits. ‘he Emprefs was peremptory. ‘They were married as 
ipeedily as the forms of the church permitted, ‘and fent off in a 
coach to St. Peterfourgh ; for the Court was at that time at Zarf- 
kocelo, They knew not whither they were going, nor how they 
Wereto fubuft; nor were they very certain of their not having in- 
curred their Sovereign’s difpleafure. Meantime, the perfons who 
conducted them, and who would give them no information, fet 

down in the + Galerhinhoff. Here, to their utter aftonifh- 














* Four fhillings. + One ot the fineit ftreets in St. Petert 
burgh, inhabited chicfly by Englith merchants. 
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ment, they were carried into a houfe elegantly furnifhed ; they met 
with a numerous company of their friends; they found a fplendid 
entertainment; and the bridegroom was told by a meflenger from 
the Emprefs, that her Majettv bad given him that houte as he 
found it, and had appointed him to an oflice * fuited to his rank 
and imerits.”’ 
* * * ¥ * nd 
adieu. 

Of Count Munich ovr Author affords the following in- 
tereiling particulars. 

Ifiand of Caminioiofirow, July 1769. 

* Hiand of Caminioiottrow, methinks } hear you repeat with 
terror, after oblerving the date of my letter, recolledcting yourfeit, 
turning over toa mapof Ruffia, and with an anxious eye looking 
towards Siberia. No oecalion, my good friend, for your fears; 
I have not been guilty of treafon, and am neither banifhed to the 
frozen Sea, nor to the borders of China. The place I write trom, 
is an ifland in our river, where Lord C. and his family are to pats 
the weeks, you will obierve I don’t fay months, of the fummer. 

* It is indeed a delightful recefs; diftant no more than three 
miles from St. Peterfourgh. It is the northmott of a numerous 
cluiter of iflands formed in the mouth of the Neva, where it enter 
the gulph of Finland, and is joined to Peterfourfky ifland bys 
bridge of nine boats. It is fcarcely two miles in length, and not 
more than half a mile broad. This, and all the neighbouring 
illands, and the banks of tne river, are adorned with wood, chiefly 
with birch, which grows very tall and bufhy, and whofe fine filver 
bark makes a beautiful contrait with the deep verdure of the leaves. 
Our little ifle, for there are fome much larger, is finely in- 
terfperfed with lawns and meadows; and its fields and fhores are 
divertified with a number of flowers. The wild flower, which 
feems to grow here in the greateft abundance, is the lily of the 
valley. The river, branching out into many clear deep ftreamsy 
laves the green borders of the different iflands: and the fragranc: 
watted trom the trees, efpecially in an evening, heightens the ple: 
fure of thefcene. Nothing can be more agreeable than to row * 
round this and the adjacent fhores, in a fine morning, or in a moon- 
fight night. ‘The Ruffian bargemen ufually fing as they row; 
they fing in chorufes ; the mufic is fometimes accompanied with « 
horn; and in the flillnefs of the night, and, when heard at fome 
dittance, it has a folemn effect. 

* In this ifland is a fmall palace belonging to the great Duke, 
which Lord C. poffeffes during the fummer; and adjoining to it 1s 
a little garden, laid out with arehed and gravel walks. It was built 
by Count Bettuchef, who was Chancellor during part of the reigs 
of the late Enyprets. While he continued in tavour, he was 
garded as Prime Minifter, and the foremoit man in the empire. His 
door was datly befet with coaches; and all the nobility looked up 
tohim, abmott as to their fovereign: his {mile conitituted their hap 
pinefs, and his frown their mifery. But having fa.len into dil: 
race, he was inftantly {tripped of his honours, offices, and ¢ 

te; and was exiled into fome remote and inhofpitable corner 0! 
that empire which he formerly governed, Ob 
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Oh how wretched 
6 that poor man that hangs on princes’ favours! 
There is betwixt that {mile he would afpire to, 
That fweet afpect of princes and his ruin, 
More pangs and tears than war or women have ; 
And when he falls, he talls like Lucifer, 
Never to hope again. 

‘ Reverfes of this fortare not unufual here, and in other couns 
tries that are governed by defpots. In the life of no great man in 
this empire were they illuftrated more remarkably, than in that of 
the famous Count Munich. ‘Lhe old age of this celebrated General 
was marked by tome {triking circumitanees, which are not very ge- 
nerally known, and of which the following account may afford you 
tome amufement. 

* Count Munich was Prime Minifter of Ruffia, in the reign of 
the Emprefs Anna Ivanowna, and in that of her fucceffor Ivan; 
was condemned to futier death by the Emprefs Elizabeth, but re- 
ceived a pardon on the featfold; and, ‘inttead of being beheadtd, 
was banifhed into Siberia. Count Oflerman, his political rival, 
was to have fuflered death at the fame time, and in the fame man- 
oer: he afcended the fcaffold; faw the axe and the executioner; 
committed his foul to heaven; laid his head upon the block; ex- 
pected the deadly blow ; was lifted up; had his eyes uncovered; 
and was told that the Empre{s had {pared his life, but that he muit 
go into banifhment. One might afk, whether, in this inftance, 
mercy wore the vizor of cruelty, or cruelty the vizor of mercy ? 
——The Countefs Munich had the liberty of choofing, either to 
accompany her hufband into a wild and dreary region in the north of 
Afia; or to remain with her acquaintance and triends in Peterf- 
burgh. Without hefitation or reluctance the chofe to follow her 
hufbind. 

* The commanding officer of the fortrefs where the Count was 
confined, was ftrictly enjoined to allow him no more than the mere 
neceffaries of life; and was ordered to indulge-him in no allevia- 
tion of his fufferings. But, fortunately for Munich, the Officer had 
ferved under him in the Turkifh war, and was a perfon of a gene- 
rous and humane difpolition. Moved by veneration for his Gene- 
ral, whom he had feen performing fo many gallant exploits, and 
conceiving himiclf our of the reach of information, by his great 
diftance from the capital, he did every thing in his power to foften 
the rigour of exile; and, among other indulgences, permitted him 
the ufe of materials for writing, and co have fome intercourfe with 
the inhabitants of the country. The Countefs found amufement, 
and pleafure, and relief, during many folitary years, in inftructing 
the children of the neighbouring peafants. For this alleviation of 
her misfortune, fhe was indebted to the fame goodnefs of heart, 
that carried her from the gaiety of focial life into the midit of a 
‘onely defart: for had fhe been proud and felfith, fhe could. not 
have fubmitted to, or been capable of, any fuch employment; and 
wut confequently have been deprived of the comfart which it af- 
forded her. Even the difcharge of her duty to her hufband, and 
pis affe@ionate gratitude, could not otherwife have preferved her 
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from pining. The Count found amufement in the exercifes of 4 
wellereguluted underftanding ; be employed himfelf in writing the 
meincits of his life, and in drawing plans of fieges and fortitica. 
tions. 

* But thefe alleviations of their captivity were interrupted. A 
Ruflian officer paffing through the country, and ftaying fome days 
at the fortrefs, obferved the liberty enjoyed by Munich, and hai 
the fingular inhumanity, on his return to St. Peterfourgh, to in- 
form Elizabeth of all he had feen. The difpofitions which led him 
to inform, led him alfo to exaggerate. He infinuated, that the 
Count was plotting mifchief againft the Emprefs, or againit the 
ftate: and that his plans and writings were not matter of mere 
amdfement. Accordingly, the friend of Munich was fuddenly re. 
called, divefted of his authority, and threatened with the punith- 
ment of treafonable difobedicnce. But the Count, in order to ex- 
cuipate his benefactor, fent all the papers he poffetied, thofe me- 
moirs, and thofe plans which were the objects of his atiection, and 
his folace for many winters of difmal folitude: he fent them with 
the utmoft readinefs to St. Peterfourgh. This effort coft him a 
grievous pang. They were burnt. But they were an oblation of- 
fered on the altar of grateful friendfhip; for he had the contfolation 
of learning, that they had been the means of preferving his friend 
from rigorous punifhment. He had not, however, the happinefs 
of feeing him return to Siberia. 7 

© On the acceffion of Peter the Third he was relieved from his 
captivity ; and, after an exile of twenty-five years, was reflored to 
his former honours. One of the firit perfons he met with at Court, 
after his reftoration, was his old enemy and rival Count Offerman, 
who,. as was above mentioned, bad been exiled at the fame time 
with himfelf, and was now alfo at Court, for the firft time, tince 
his recal. What, do you apprehend, were the fentiments of thete 
two remarkable men, on this extraordinary and unexpected meet: 
ing ? They had been equally ambitious; had poffeffed fimilar po- 
litical abilities; had been engaged in the fame purfuits; competi 
tors for the fame pre-eminence, and of courle in viofent oppotitior 
to each other: they had both been difappointed, had fuffered fimilar 
punifhment, and were now, after a long period, in the fame mar- 
ner, and at the fame inftant, releafed. Would any remains o 
their old animofiy {tilt lurk in their bofoms, and ftill darken their 
hearts? Or, rather, cured of the ambition which had formerly te! 
them at variance, would they not regard one another with fom 
mst se? Ma Would they not feel as if they had met in heaven? 
And, defpifing the littlenefs of their former diflentions, would not 
the recollection unite their affections? Such, perhaps, would have 
been the tendency of their feelings, if the prefence of fo many 
{pectators, who beheld them with gazing curiofity, had not im 
prefled their minds with the dread of impropriety, and fo rettrai” 
ed their emotions. The circumitances were indeed difagreeable: 
and the Emperor, by whofe clemency they were reftored, woul! 
have fhewn a delicate, initead of a whimfical generofity, if he he 
prevented a fituation fo very paintul. I am indeed perfuaded, by 
the following anecdote, that if the heart of Munich had been 2" 
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towed to flow unreftrained, it would have flowed in a full ftream 
ot complacency.—Soon atter his return to St. Peterfourgh, the per- 
fon who had to malicioutly informed againit the Officer who had 
{hewn him fo much attention in Siberia, fought an early opportu- 
nity of waiting upon him, threw himfelf at his feet, and craved his 
forgivenefs. ‘* Go,” taid the old man, ‘* were my heart like yours, 
* perhaps { might feck for revenge; but as Ll am out of your 
“ reach you have no reaton to be afraid.” An anecdote of the 
fame kind is related of the Emperor Adrian. After his elevation 
to the imperial dignity, meeting a perfon who had formerly been 
his moft inveterate enemy: * My good friend,” cried he, “* you 
* have efcaped, tor Lam Emperor.” 

‘ Munich died not long atter the acceffion of Catherine the Se- 
cond: and Ll have heard, that though much folicited, he would ne- 
ver accept of any marks of her favour. * [am an old man,” 
he would fometimes fay: ‘ I have already fuflered many misfor- 
“ tunes; and it { purchafed a few years of lite by the proititution 
“of my opinions, I fhould make but a bad exchange.”” He had, at 
the time of Peter’s dethronement, given him fome very fpirited coung 
fel: ** Go forth,” faid he, ‘ put yourtelf at the head of the troops 
* you have with you, or go forth alone; addrefs the two regiments 
* that are marehing ayainit you: Tell them you are their fovereign, 
* the grandion of Peter the Great; afk them if they have been ag- 
“ grieved, and aflure them of full redrefs, 1 will forfeit my hoary 
“ head, if they do not fling down their arms, and fall proftrate be- 
*“ fore you.” Bute Peter was infatuated; would not follow his 
counfels ; and was dethroned.—The prefent Emprefs fhews every 
mark of regard and attention to the fon and grandions of Munich. 
Adieu.’ 

Thefe extra&ts wilh furnith a general idea of the entertain- 
ment to be met with in thefe Anecdotes, and of the talents 
of the Author for compofition. Nor do we exhibit them 
as the mott favourable fpecimens which we could ~~ 
found in illuftration of his merit; for there are many letter 
in this callection which are fuperior to thofe we have given. 
But for the prefent they may poffibly amufe our Readers ; 
and in our next, we fhall take an opportunity to lay before 
them what we have farther to obferve concerning the volume 
now before us. 





Art. II, Mr, Burkes Speech, an the if of December 1783, on Mr. 
fox’s Eaft-India Bill. 8vo. 28. Doditley. 


\ ' YE fincerely congratulate our readers upon the ap- 


pearance of this publication. When the unmanly: 
prejudices of party are forgotten the works of it’s author will 
undoubtedly be held faered byall the admirers of elegance, fa- 
gacity, fenfibility, and genius. No phenomena indeed can be 
more extraordinary than the effeéts of fathion, ficklenefs, and 
F 4 caprice, 
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caprice. There wasa time in ancientRome, that, whencver 

the immortal Cato rofe to fpeak, the younger fenators 
piqued themfelves upon exhibiting the marks of inatten- 
tion and contempt. If this anecdote fhould be in any de- 
gree applicable tothe treatment Mr. Burke has received, we 
may venture, without the gift of prophecy, to foretel, that 
the fons will oné day blufh for the taftelefinefs and indecency 
of their fathers. 

We hope however that by fuch an appeal as the prefent, 
the veneration that is ever due to unperverted genius, will 
be reftored to this illuftrious fenator. This appeal is of a 
more extenfive kind, and we believe that paffion and preju- 
dice will never carry it uncontrouled upon this ftage. 

The fpeech betore us will fcarcely yield to any of thofe 
with which Mr. Burke has already prefented the public. It 
is full of clofe reafoning, and literary beauty. In a word, 
the India bill, whatever be its merits, can’ fearcely have a 
better defence than is here exhibited. We believe that 
without detracting from the abilities of Mr. Fox, it may be 
prefumed, that many of the leading principles of that bill 
originated with its prefent defender ; and indeed he efpoufes 
it in this fpeech with the fondnefs ‘of a parent, as well as 
with the zeal of a citizen of the world. 

It is impoffible to follow the Speaker through al! the va- 
riety of matter that is here laid before us. ‘The reader there- 
fore muft count upon many important omiffions. We are 
ambitious to provoke his appetite; not to fatisfy it. 

Mr. Burke’s obfervations upon the fubjeét of charters 
are ftriking, and his diftinétion between thofe, which are 
intended to fecure the’natural rights of men; and thofe, which 
create a monopoly, that ‘‘ (to fpeak of it in terms of the 
‘* greateft poilible moderation,) does at leaft fufpend the 
‘** natural rights of mankind at large,”’ is well purfued. 

To thow that we have reafon to infringe the charter of the 
Eatt India conipany in particular, he. undertakes to demon- 
{trate thefe propofitions. ‘* 1ft. Uhe object affected by the 
‘* abufe fhould be great and important. 2d. The abule af- 
‘* fecting this great object ought to be a great abufe. 3d. 
‘It ought to be habitual, and not accidental. 4th. It 
ought to be utterly incurable in the body as it now 
‘« ftands conftituted.”” Under the firft head’ he obferves 
that the population of the Britifh empire in Hindoftan, 
may be rated at thirty millions of fouls, and he proceeds in 
this manner. 


* My next enquiry to that of the number, is the quality and 
defcription of the inhabitants. This multitude of men does not 
confift of an abjest and barbarous populace; much lefs of gangs 
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of favages, like the Guaranies and Chiquitos, who wander on the 
wafte borders of the river Amazons, or the Plate; but a people 
for ages civilized and cultivated; cultivated by all the arts of po- 
lithed life, whilit we are yet inthe woods. ‘There, have been, (and. 
{till the fkeletons 1emain) princes once of great dignity, authority, 
and opulence. There, are to be found the chiefs of tribes and 
nations. There, isto be found an antient and venerable priefthood, 
the depofitory of their laws, learning, and hittory, the guides of 
the people whiltt living, and their confolation in death; a/nobility 
of great antiquity and renown; a multitude of cities, not exceed- 
ed in population and trade by thofe of the firft clafs in Europe; 
merchants, and bankers, individual houfes of whom have once 
vied in capital with the Bank of England ; whofe credit had often 
fupported a tottering ftate, and preferved their governments in the 
miditof war and‘dejolation; onilions of ingenious manufacturers 
and mechanicks; millions of the mott diligent, and rot the leatt 
intelligent, tillers of the earth. Here are to be found almott all the 
religions profefled by men, the Bramincal, the Muffulmen, the 
hattern and the Wefiern Chriftians. 

The apology which is offered for the minute detail of In- 
dian tyranny contained in this Speech is very affecting. 

‘We are in gencral, fays Mr. Burke, fo little acquainted with 
Indian details, the inftruments of oppreffion under which the people 
fufier are fo hard to be underftood, and even the very names. of the 
fufferers are fo uncouth and flrange to our ears, that it is very 
difficult for our fympathy to fix upon thefe objects.’ . 

The following parallel ‘* between the vices of the Com- 
** pany’s government, and thofe of the conquerors who 
‘* preceded us in India,”’ will probably be an acceptable pre- 
fent to our readers. ea 

* ‘The Tartar invafion was miichievous ; but it is our protection 
that deftroys India. It was their enmity, but it is our triendfhip. 
Our conquett there, after twenty years, is as crude as it was the 
firit day. ‘The natives icarcely know what it is to fee the grey head 
ef an Englifhman. Young men (boys almoft) govern there, 
without fociety, and without fympathy with the natives. They 
have no more jocial habits with the people, than if they {till refided 
in England; nor indeed any fpecies of intercourfe but that which 
is neceflary to make a fudden fortune, with a view to a remote fet- 
tlement. Animated with all the avarice of age, and all the impe- 
tuotity of youth, they roil in one after another; wave after wave ; 
and there is nothing betore the eyes of the natives but an endlefs, 
hopelefs profpect ot new flights of birds of prey and paflage, 
with appetites continually renewing for a food that 1s con- 
tinually wafting. ‘Every rupee ot profit made by an Eng- 
lifhman is loit tor ever to India. With us are no retributory 
fuperititions, by which a foundation for charity compenfates, 
through ages, to the poor, for the rapine and injuftice of a day. 
With us no pride crects ftately monuiments which repair the mif- 
chiefs which pride had produced, and which adorn a country out of 
its own fpoils. England has erected no churches, no hofpitals*, no 





* The paltry foundation at Calcutta is fearcely worth naming as 


an exception. 
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palaces, no fchools ; England has built no bridges, made no high 
roads, ¢ut no navigations, dug ovt no refervoirs. Every othe; 
conqueror of every other defeription, has Ieft fome monument, 
either of ftate or beneficence behind him. Were we to be driven 
out of India this day, nothing would remain, to tell that it had 
been pofletied, during the inglorious period of our dominion, by 
any thing betrer than the ouran-outang or the tiger.’ 

‘There is perhaps no part of his argument into which 
Mr. Burke has thrown more ftrength, than his fourth 
head, where he endeavours ta fhow. ‘* That in its pre- 
** fent flate, the government of the Eaft India Company is 
** abfolutely incorrigible.” 

Upon the fubje& of influence he is briefer, but by no 
means fuperficial. 

* An Honourable Gentleman has demanded of me whether [| 
was in earneit when I propofed to this houfe a plan tor the reduc- 
tion of influence. Indeed, Sir, I was much, very much in 
earnelt. My heart was deeply concerned in it; and I hope the 
public has not lott the effect of it. How far my judgment was 
right, for what concerned perfonal favour and confequence to 
myfelf, 1 flall not prefume ro determine ; nar is its effect upon 
me of any moment. But as to this bill, whether it encreafes the 
influence of the Crown, or not, is a queftion I fhould be afham- 
edto afk. If Iam not able to correct a fyftem of oppreflion and 
tyranny, that goes to the utter ruin of thirty millions of my fel. 
low-creatures and fellowafubjects, but by fome increafe to the in- 
fluence of the Crown, I am ready here to. declare, that I, wha 
have been a¢tive to reduce it, fhall be at leaft as active and itrenu- 
ous to reftore it again. J am no lover of names; I contend for 
the fubitance of good and protecting government, Jet it come from 
what quarter it will.’ 

We have already been fufficiently copious in our ex- 
tracts, but, as the guardians of literature we fhould be in- 
excufable, did we not remark that there are in this fpeech a 
beautiful charaéter of Mr. Francis, and a ftill more fplen- 
did one of the mover of the bill, which we think will not 
yield to the moft celebrated fpecimens of this kind, that Mr, 
Burke has already produced. 

So much for the applaufe, which the author always has 
it in his power to extort from us. We are not ambitious 
to difplay our penetration and ingenuity by dete&ting a 
few blemifhes in fo mafterly a produétion. One thing 
however muft not efcape us. If Mr. Burke had not our 
fincereft veneration, it fhould pafs unnoticed. The au- 
thor muft excufe us ; but to a charaéter fo illuftrious as 
his, we know not how to forgive the common imperfecti- 
ons of humanity. We grant he has reafon to be irritated, 
tor he has been treated with unprecedented feverity. But 
we areforry to difcover jn this valuable compofition the 
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hemeron of refentment, and, we mutt fay it, now and then 
a want of that candour and liberality of judgment which 
is effentially neceflary to the cENtus and the HERO. 





ArT. Ill. 4 Bold Stroke for a Hujfbaud, a Comedy. By Mrs. 


Cowley. Svo. 1s. 6d. ‘T. Evans, 


N this piece we are prefented with a frefh. addition to 

the compofitions already exifting in the Englith lan- 
guage, of a {pecies, which, for our parts we honeftly profefs, 
we had hoped had been for fome time patt exploded and a- 
holithed among us : we mean, the Comedy upon a Spanifh plot. 
The defign of Comedy we apprehend to be, the exhibition 
of living manners, the detection of reigning follies, and 
the prefenting to the age ‘* its own form and preffure.’ 
This, the bare idea of a foreign plot utterly excludes. 
On the contrary the Spani/h Comedy promifes to fubftitute 
in their room a complicated {cheme and improbable inci- 
dents : ladies in veils fetting out in fearch of - adventures, 
grey beards miftaken for boys, and fervants pafling them- 
felves upon us for their mafters and miftreffes. 

The fair author of this performance, is too good awriter 
to difappoint expetations, which the moft abftra&t idea of 
her fyftem is calculated to raife. She has therefore in the 
firft inftance, prefented us with a double plot, according to 
the beft and moft authentic precedents eftablifhed upon fuch- 
occafions. ‘The two parts fucceed each other regularly in 
each aé?, as it is called, by the obvious method of changing 
the fcene ; fo that a difciple of Arittotle would be apt to 
imagine, that the managers were entertaining him with the 
exhibition of two comedies at once, playing an act of the 
one, and an act of the other alternately. Is there any body 
unreafonable enough to objeét to fo valuable an improve- 
ment ; or will any body fay, that two loaves are not better 
than no bread ? 

The under plot is borrowed from Wycherley’s admirable 
comedy of the Plain Dealer. The principal alteration con- 
fifts in making the Fidelia of ee ti the wife of the 
perfon fhe exerts herfelf to ferve. This, we are afraid how- 
ever, tends only to give an improbability to the imitation, 
which cannot be imputed to the illuftrious original. For 
the lady to ‘* throw off,’’ as fhe expreifes it, ‘* the delicacy 
** of her fex, and wear the matk of love to the deftroyer of 
** her peace,”’ was a conduét, that could icarcely be hazard- 
ed in any other mode of compofition, than a Spani/h Co- 
medy. But the genius of Mrs. Cowley was not to be ap- 
palled with trifles. And fhe has rather increafed her difh- 
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culty, by reprefenting the lady’s original motive for ‘ af. 
‘fuming the cavalier” to have been, that fhe might ‘ ftudy” 
the feducer of her hufband, and, ** if poilibie, be to her 
** Carlos, all that he found in her rival.’”’ Indeed, in her 
fubfequent interviews with the miftrefs, fhe unexpeétedly 
difcovers, that Carlos had ‘‘ given to this woman an eftate, 
“* almoft all that his diffipation had left him.”” Upon this 
fhe forms a fubtle plan to get from her the fatal deed 
which had done all this mifchief. It feems that an uncle of 
hers, Don Sancho by name, had J/ately ** profefled an ex- 
** ceffive. paffion” for this artful courtefan, though the had 
** never granted him an interview nearer than her balcony,” 
and had tled from one province of Spain to another to a- 
void him. Upon this incident the wife builds the fcheme 
of palming upon the miftrefs a fervant for Don Sancho. 
And, though the plot, it muft be confefled, does not ap- 
pear very promiting, it however fucceeds beyond expec- 
tation. The fictitious Don Sancho perfuades the courtefan 
that the eftate is his; and fhe, whofe only paffion was a- 
varice, and whofe only principle of conduét was fufpicion, 
tears the bond in pieces before his face. 

To the principal plot we fhall allow the merit of origi- 
nality. The heroine, two years before the play begins, 
fees a gay young nobleman at a ball, who takes not the 
jeaft notice of her, and the next day fets out upon his tra- 
vels. In confequence, fhe falls fo deeply in love with him, 
that, though of the moft gentle and enchanting natural 
temper, fhe puts on the chara¢ter of a virago, and that fo 
completely as to deceive her own father, in order to get rid 
of the fhoals of lovers, that pour upon her from every 
fide. The following fcene will let the reader into this mott 


important part of the plot. 
** To Don Cafar, her father, and Don Garcia, a fuitor,. enter Olivia, 
, ' following her Maid. 

Oliv. Oh, you vile creature !—to fpeak to me !—to anfwer me ! 
—am I made to be anfwered 

Caf. Daughter! daughter ! 

Oi:v. Becaufe I threw my work-bag at her, fhe had the info- 
lenee to complain ; and, on my repeating it, faid the would not bear 
it-—Servants chufe what they fhall bear ! 

Minette, When you are married, ma’am, I hope your hufband 
will bear your humour lefs patiently than I have done. 

Oliv. My hufband '—doft think my hufband fhall contradict my 


will ? Oh, I long to fet a pattern to thofe milky wives, whofe mean 
compliances degrade the fex. 
Gare. Opportune ! [afde. 
Oliv. The only hufoand upon record who knew how to treat a 
wife was Socrates; andthouch his lady was a Grecian, J have fome 
rea- 
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reafon to believe her defcendants matched into our family ; and never 
fall my tame fubmiffion difgrace my anceftry. 

Garc. Heavens! why have you never curbed this intemperate 
wend Don Ca»ar ? 

, [Parting] Curb’d, Sir! ! talk thus to your g groom—curbs and 
bridles for a woiman’s tongue ! 

Gare. Not for your’s, lady, truly ! ’tis too late. But had the 
torrent, now fo overbearing, been taken at its fpring, it might 
have been ftemm’d, and turn’d into gentle ftreamlets at the matter’s 
pleafure. 

Ol'w, A miftake, friend!—my fpirit, atits {pring, was too powei- 
tul for any matter. 

Garc. Indeed !—perhaps you may meeta Petruchio, gentle Ca- 
tharine, yet. 

Oliv. But no gentle Catharine will he find me, believe it.—Ca- 
-tharine ! why fhe had not the {pirit of a roafted chefnut—a few big 
word:, an empty oath, anda fcanty dinner, made her as fubmiffive 
asa fpaniel. My fire will not be to foon extinguifligd—it fhall relitt 
big words, oaths, and ttarving. 

Min. I believe fo indeed ; help the poor gentleman, I fay, to 
.~whofe fate you fall. 

\. Gare. Don Cefar, adieut My commiferation for your fate fub- 
dues the refentment I fhould otherwife teel at your endeavouring to 
deceive me into fuch a marriage. 

Oliv. Marriage! oh mercy ! Is this Don Garcia ? 

{apart to Cesar. 





Caf. Yes, termagant ! 

Oliv. QO, what a “misfortune ! why did you not tell me it was the 
gentleman you defigned to marry me to? Oh, Sir! all that is pate 
was in {port ; a contrivance between my maid and me: I have ne 
{pirit at all—I am as patient as poverty. 

Gar. This mafk fits too ill on your features, fair lady : I have 
feen you wrthour difguife, and rejoice in your ignorance of my name, 
fince, but for that, my peaceful home might have become the feat 
of perpetual difcord. 

Min. Aye, Sir, you wouid never have-known what a quiet 
hour 

Oliv. [frikes her] Impertinenee ! Indeed, Sir, I can be us gentile 
and forbearing as a pet lamb. 

Garc. I cannot doubt it, Madam, the proofs of your placidity 
are very ftriking—But adieu ! though I fhall pray for your conver- 
fion, rather than have the honour of it—I *d turn Dominican, and 
condemn myfelf to perpetual celibacy.’ Exit. 

With refpeét to the execution of the piece, we acknow- 
ledge fome happy turns, and fome fprightly fallies. Burt 
they never follow one another thick enough to conttitute a 
ftriking {fcene, and there is a vein of feeblenefs that runs 
through the whole performance. Mrs. Cowley too has fal- 
len into the frequent fault of making all her characters as 
wife as herfelf, and reprefenting her footmen and chamber- 


maids as moralifts and philofophers. 
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Art. IV. Soha Phyfiophilus’s Specimen ofthe Natural Hiffory of the 


various orders of Monks. Atter the Manner of the Linnaxan 
Order,  Tranflated from the Latin printed at Augfburg. 
2s. 6d. fewed. Johnfon. 


HIS publication confifts of about eighty pages, of 
which not more than thirty is expended in the work 
itielf, the rett is contumed in prefaces, Appendix, &c. &c. 
The tranflator’s preface contains many juit, though com- 
mon place cenfures on what he deems wuneceffary adjuncis 
of the Roman Catholic Religion, viz. AMdonkery, the Pope's 
infallibility, the cel:bacy ot the Clergy; the Inquifition, holi- 
days; prayers inan unknown tongue; oral confeffion , the 
doétrines of di/penfation, human mediation, works of /upere- 
rogation ; and the affertion that this is the ONLY mode of falva- 
tion. We fincerely believe, that there are few thinking per- 
fons even among the Roman Catholics themfelves, who 
will at this day contend very warmly for thefe branches of 
their religion. The great queftion is, how to get hand- 
fomely guit of them, without throwing the whole fabric of 
the church into confufion. Perhaps time, and ripening 
reafon are the only remedies, and, like fome of our old fta- 
tutes, they may grow obfelete before they are repealed. The 
extirpation of monkery in particular, which feems to be the 
prime object of this publication, is a confummation de- 
voutly to be wifhed ; and we apprehend there are few ca- 
tholic princes or ftatefmen, who do not look with a longing 
eye on the immenfe revenues which are wafted in nourifh- 
ing idlenefs, and luxury, bigotry and ignorance ; but the 
terrors of the dow/ and the dagger ; the fate of Henry and 
of others, who have attempted fuch innovations, feem ra- 
ther to protect the revenues of the cloiftered churchmen, 
than any refpect for religion. “The moft confummate ftatef- 
man of our times, the late Marquis of Pombal, devized 
perhaps the only fecure expedient for liberating mankind 
trom fuch an ufelefs incumberance. His fcheme was to ad- 
mit neither monk‘nor nun to become profefled, without a 
{pecial licence from the king, by occafionally refufing which, 
he reduced feveral convents during the period of his minif- 
try, and feized upon their poffeifions for the ufe of the 
ftate. This falutary plan we fear is defeated by the bigotry 
of his fucceffors ; but we doubt not will be adopted by all 
thofe, who would rather reduce the fortrefs by fap than by 
florm. , 

The performance under our prefent confideration is faid 
to be the produétion of Baron B of Vienna, who 1s 
fufficiently known in England by the fine colie&tion in na- 
tural hiftory, which he fold to the Earl of Bute. There 
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js, however, more merit in the defign than in the execution. 
The Baron has certainly miftaken his forte. In the hands 
of fuch a writer as Swift, the fubje€&t would have afforded 
feope for infinite humour ; but as it is, inftead of witty al- 
lufions, of animated defcription, and pointed ridicule, we 
have only dry detail, and a tedious catalogue of minute 
particularities in the drefs and appearance of the different 
orders. The Author drops the figurative ftyle, which he 
{hould have perfiited in, when he atfeéted to defcribe them 
as a {pecies of infeéts ; and we mutt add that he is fometimes 
indelicate without being entertaining. 

The ftyle of the tranflator is not very corre&t, of which 


we fhaH fubjoin one or two inftances, not for the fake of 


cenfure, but merely becaufe it is our defire to fee as tew cor- 
ruptions as poflible introduced into our language. 

Preface, page g. ** Parents by this means lofing a fpur 
to induftry in providing for fuch, and the vounger children 
themfelves lofing their {phere for being induftrieus.” Ib. 

.15. ** If the Aftronomer fhould mount his gueft a little 
higher,” &c. mounting we know is very comménly ufed for 
getting on horfcback, but we do not remember to fee it 
even in luditrous compofition, in the fenfe in which our 
Author employs it. 


Gate — _ “a 





Art. V. da Addre/s to the Right Honourable Lords Commi ffioners of 
the Admiralty ; wpon the degenerated, difiatisfied State of the 
Brinifh Navy, with Ways and Means to put the Navy upon a 
formidable and refpettable Footing, both as to Ships and Men. 
Alfo a Propofition, to eftabiifi a new Mode of caulking the 
King’s Ships. With a propofed Regulation for maintaining aa 
Extra-eftablifhment of Marines in time of Peace : and a Recom- 
mendation to eftablifh a general Naval Regifter Office. ‘To 
which is added, 2 Propofition for eftablifhing Commiffaries on 

- board the King’s Ships : and various other Strictures upon the 


— Service in general. By a Sailor. 8vo. 2s. Stockdale. 
1703. 


HE Author of this addrefs afcribes the difaffeéted ftate 
of our navy to the hafty and undue promotion of the 
fons of great families to the important offices of lieutenants 
and poft-captains : and to the palpable negleét that is often 
fhewn to humble but well attefted merit. He feems to be 
well acquainted with the fentiments of Britifh tars : and 
in confequence of this knowledge, he affirms that no very 
young commander will ever be chearfully obeyed. 
_ Among a variety of interefting particulars in this publica- 
tion, humanity points out the following to the Commifft- 
oners of the Admiralty, and indeed to'all who may be able, 
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im any way, to operate towards the removal of fo great 
grievances. 

* The extreme cruelty in harafling our feamen about, from fhip 
tofhip, during the late war ; who, after arriving from long, and 
diftretling vovages, were compelled to depart im: nedi: utcly, on more 
cruel and defiradive fervices, with the mortification of not being 
enabled to fee their families, nor even to receive any part of their 
wages, were proceedings extremely diftrefling to feamen, and have 
contributed to their hatred, and difguit of the naval fervice | 
could name intlances of feamen, who in the courfe of three, or 
four years fervitude, had wages to receive for ten or twelve fhips, 
which, from their total i ignorance of the tedious forms of othice, 
knew no more how to apply for their pay, than a_ parcel of 
negroes. 

© Peace being now eftablifhed, they who have wages due for 
various fhips, are obliged to appear, at the refpective fea ports, 
where the fhips to which they belonged were paid off, in order to 
procure their pay ; and under thefe crucl circumttances, it often 
happens, that a feaman, paid off at Chatham, in the Sazdiich, 
is obliged to go to Plymouth, to receive his pay for the Standard ; 
and then to Portfmouth, for the Perfeverance ; and then to London 
for the pay of fome broken-up fhipin America ; and after the poor 
fellow hath undergone this tirefome round ot application, from one 
port to another, probably at the end of his journey, he will not 
find himfelf worth a guinea.—Indeed, fo trifling is the pay of thoie 
unthinking men, that 1 can eafily conceive many hundred of them 
will never be enabled to obtain their wages, under the prefent re- 
gulation, which muit eventually go to the /inking fund—Thele are 
grievances our feamen felt abuadantly more in, and fince, the late 
war, than in all our former ones, and which have fo alarmingly 
contributed to excite the better part of them, to a determined reto- 
lution, of never voluntarily entering again into his Majetty’s 
fervice.” 

This ufeful, and interefling little work unites praica! 
with theoretical knowledge, and gives feveral directions and 
regulations which not only tend to the improvement of 
thofe who may be employed in attive duty, but which fur- 
nith falutary hints to thofe who guide the grand move- 
ments. 
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Art. VI. Eleventh Report from the Sele? Committe appointed to take 
into Confideration the State of the Adminifiration of Fuftice in the Pro- 
winces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. 8vo. 2s. Debrett. 


i committee ls by the Houfe of Commons, 


in the courfe of their inquiry into the obedience 


vielded by the Eait India Company’s fervants to the orders of 
the rt of Dire&tors could not overlook one of the moit 
effential objects of the ad of 177 > to prevent ‘* the taking 


of gifts and prefents ;” this object forms the fubje&t of ‘the 


eleventh 
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eleventh report, which exceeds every. preceding report, «im 
peevifhnels of ityle, in prejudice, and virulence againit Gos 
vernor Hattings. _ T’he reporters appear not in the character 
of candid and difpaffonate inquirers into the circumitances 
or fituation in which Mr. Haftings accepted the money 
which he afterwards employed in the public fervice ; or in 
the character of difpaffionate judges on ‘the whole of his con- 
duct relating to money traniactions : but in that of counfel 
at the bar, eager to fix. upon him an imputaticn of guilt.—- 
Undoubtedly, it Mr. Hattings had been fo rapacious a pers 
fon as the Committee ailedge, he might lave acquired a for- 
tune far fuperior to that of any fubject i in Europe. His mo- 
derate fortune repels, like a fhield, the envenomed fhafts of 
hisenemies. In this pamphlet the Select Committee have 
wholly departed from the dignity of their rank and office ; 
nor is their anger veiled, as in the ninth report, by ingenu- 
ity and eloquence, but appears in a coarfe and vulgar garb. 

This is not the produétion of Mr. Burke, -but, ‘probably 
that of General Richard Smith. 
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Art. VII. Letters on Political Liberty. Addrefied to a Member ot 
the Englith Houte of Commons on his being chofen into a 
Committee of an aflociating County. ‘The fecond Edition with 
large Additions. By the Reverend David Williams, 8vo. 2s. 6d. 


Evans. 


F thefe letters, which now appear for the fecond time, 

the chief purpofe is to controvert the competency 
of the legiflature or the parliament to reform itfelf; and to 
afirm that there is a referved power in the body of the 
nation to correét the abules and to regulate and manage 
all the fundamental principles of its political conftitution. 

In the profecution of his-defign, the Author had to en- 
counter~ writers of high reputation and weight. For the 
greateft part of thofe who have ftood up the advocates of 
liberty, have acquiefced in the opinion of Baron Montet- 
quieu, that the interference and activity of the great body 
of the people in an extenfivg territory or empire is im- 
practicable. This opinion Mr. Williains is ftrenuous to 
confute ; and it muit be allowed, that in this tafk he dif- 
covers acutenefs afid ability. 

* Almoit all difputes, fays he, might be prevented by clear and 
honeit definitions ; and yet moft men dithke the effort of attending 
to them. [ thall avoid every thing of the kind, not abjolutely necei- 
fary to the purpose of thefe Letters. 

‘If writers on government’ had always made and preferved 


the diftinétion between Civil and Political Liberty, my trouble 
Eng. Rev. Vol, ILI. Feb. 1784. G would 
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would have been unneceflary ; and I fhould have entered on other 
parts of my fubjeét.+ 

* Civil Liberty is the refult of laws or regulations, which de- 
fine the boundaries of men’s actions as citizens of the fame com- 
munity, and leave them free within thofe boundaries. Political 
Liberty has a reference merely to the grand divilions of the flate ; 
the popular, the executive, and the legiflative ; and confitts in 
their freedom from the incroachments of each other. ‘Thus a 
community has no political liberty, whoie executive power influ- 
ences or commands the legiilature ; or where the people have no 
regular and practicable method of checking and controuling all the 
branches of government, when they tranfgrefs their proper boun- 
daries. A fociety therefore may enjoy civil liberty. i. e. all inter- 
ference of individuals with each other may be regulated by laws ; 
while no method may be afcertained to regulate the interference ot 
the feveral branches of government, or the encroachments of any 
or all of them on the happinefs of the whole people. We fhall 
fee hereafter that England furnifhes a reafon for fixing the public 
attention on this important dijlingtion. At the Revolution, and 
fince the acceffion of the Hanover Family, its civil liberties have 
been improved, while political hberty has been almoft annihilated : 
und its conftitution now prefents to the view of the world, one of 
the moft aukward and unmanageable fabrics which has ever been pro- 
duced by human folly. 

* That political liberty is as effential to a wife and happy con- 
{titution of government, as civil liberty, as the legitlative or exe- 
cutive power, is demonftrable, as that three lines are neceffary to 
form atriangle, or four to conflitute a fquare. 

* All bodies, whether natural or political, have a principle of 
felf-prefervation refulting from their formation ; from the union 
and harmony of their parts ; and without which they ceafe to 
exitt. ‘The offices of all the members are diftinét ; and they can- 
not encroach on each other without inconvenience and mitchiel. 
In communities, the legiflative power deliberates and ordains ; 
the executive puts the laws in force for the whole body ; which 
mutt have a principle of felt-prefervation, not only on account 
of other communities, but to provide againit the erroncous and 
mifchievous exertions of its own members. Power, without a rc- 
fitting and balancing power, is like a mufcle without a_ balancing 
mufcle, called the antagonifl, which always diftorts, and may oc- 
cafion a fatal diforder. A legiflation and magiftracy, without an 
actual power jn the people to preferve their political and civil l- 
berty, are abfurdities.; or they are mafques for the features ot 
defpotifm. 

* A well-conftituted {tate muft have a body of men to make 
laws ; a perfon or perfons to reprefent the community to foreign 
nations, and to execute the laws for the prefervation of civil liber 
‘ty ;. and a power left in the people (which I call its political li 
+ Montefquiew has made a diftinétion between civil and politica! 
liberty ; but not the fame with that im thefe : and he has in #2 
‘cafe adhered to it. 
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herty) to repell ail encroachments, and to confine all the members 
of the community within the limits of their ofhees. 

‘ This truth, though not deemed capable of demonftration, has 
been admitted in theory by all political writers ; thofe excepted, 
who have avowed their attachment to defpotiim. 1 am not a- 
fhamed to decline all conteit with the advocates of defpotifm. If 
the happinefs of the world had nothing to apprehend but their ar- 
guments, it would be well. The moit dangerous enemies of Li- 

erty are of its own houthold. Every witling, from Solon to the 
declamatory retainer,of an Englith faction, pretends to diftinguith 
between theory and practice. It has ever been the expedient of 
knaves and blockheads. If in geometry, all clear and accurate de- 
monttrations are reducible to practice, why-not in_ politics ? 





Theie gentlemen cannot tell : but they will have the aflurance to. 


atlirm the abfurdity. The reafon is obviouss ‘The feience of gev- 
metry is underitood by its profefiors: the feience of politics is 
not; nor can it be expected to be underitood by legiflators and 
magiftrates. 

‘It may be faid, who are likely to underftand this fcience, if 
thofe do not who are daily occupied by public bufinefs? Their 
daily occupation may be among the reafons of their ignorance. It 
is the bufinefs of the legiflator merely to form laws for certain oc- 
cafions : it is that of the fupreme magiftrate to have them execut- 
ed: itis not by any means neceffary, it is not even ufeful, that 
the legiflator or the magiftrate fhould be a politician, further than to 
be aware of the limits which every free conftitution has fixed to 
his occupation. Men of fcience, as I have already obferved ; 
men, who are in the habit of combining caufes, and difintangling 
their operations ; thefe alone are politicians : and no man of real 
feience will prefume to fay, that what is true in theory is falfe in 
practice ; or that a theory formed on certain data, and calculat- 
ed for utility and the happinefs of mankind, is impracticable. 

* That particular men may be incapable or unwilling to reduce 
the beit theory to practice, I will allow. That an Englifh parlia- 
ment may fee the’ nation verging on ruin, and not know the great 
and immediate caufe : that a delegated executive power, in the 
hands of a family recently and highly honoured with it, may drag 
one immenfe mats of the empire to oppgfs the. other, and to de- 
folate the whole ; is a fact which stops the world, who had 
been taught by romances on our cdhititution, that Englifhmen 
were free; made laws and granted fupplies by delegates; and li- 
mited the Crown to certain duties for the good of the ftate. En- 
glithmen had learnt their political creeds from thefe romances 
copied into political breviaries *; until Defpair, as fhe opened her 
arms to receive them, malicioufly pointed out the lofs of their 
political liberty, Nothing was heard but the confufed cries of ora- 
tors and patriots, for the majefty and power of the people : 
but no fuch power, no traces of fuch majefty were to be found. 





* See Black{tone’s Introduétion copied from Montefquieu ; and 
De Lolme’s Conftitution of England copied from both. 
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Influence and venality in a pitiful court and an intriguing arif- 
tocracy, hud been occupied ever ftince the Revolution in building 
an edifice on the fand ; in contlructing al tree con{titution, without 
politic abliberty ; > whic dy fs its foundat: on, 


While the letters before us evidently difcover that the 
Author is a proficient in the fcience of policy and govern- 
ment, they are written with impartiality. “hough they re- 
ter to the prefent times, they inculcate not the vjews, nor 
prefs the meafures of any particular faction or party. The 
Author is ferious and difpaffionate ; and it is probable that 
if Mr. Dawes had not announced his name in his remarks 
on the former impreflion of this performance, it would 
have remained im concealment from the public. For Mr. 
Williams might very juitly have apprehended, that a hoiti- 
lity to his religious fentiments mutt have detracted from 
the ufefulnefs of his political do&trines. 

At prefent we avoid to enter into the general argument 
of thefe letters, as we fhall probably have an early oppor- 
tunity of examining a large work, which, it is faid, the 
Author has undertaken upon the fame fubje&. It is, how- 
ever, our duty to obferve, that Dr. Jebb has done him the 
honour to adopt fome of his opinions; but without any 
proper acknowledgement* ; although he had the candour 
to confefs much {maller obligations to the Duke of Rich- 
mond and other 4 snd names. 

It was the fate of this performance to be more attended 
toin France thanin England. ‘The publication ofa French 
traflation of it gave an immediate alarm to the French go- 
vernment. The copies of it were feized, and ordered to be 
burnt by the hands. of the common executioner. If we 
know at all the character of Mr. Williams, we fhould con- 
ceive that this notice of his opinions mutt have been high- 
ly acceptable to him. And we truft that the political fenti- 
ments of every honeft Englifhman will conftantly give of- 
fence to the flavith abettors of oppreflion and tyranny. 


—_ —_ 


Art. VIH. The Beauties of Fox, North and Barke, Selected from 
their Specebes, from the patling of the Quebec Act, in the Year 
1774, down to the prefert Time, with a copious Index to the 

| whole, and an Addreis to the Public. Svo. 3s. 6d. Stockdale. 





OWEVER the hearers of thefe three great politici- 
ans, Fox, North, and Burke, may be tafcinated in- 
to a belief of their doétrines, language with us, in the clo- 


’ 





* Compare thefe letters, p. 93» 96, with Dr. Jebb’s Letters 10 
the volunteers of Ircland, p. 4, 10. . 
et 
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fet, has not fo far loft its proper meaning as that we are 
not able to diftinguith between light and darknets. The 
coalition We always confidcred as a meafure for the attain 
ment of place and power, and the arguments by which it 
was attempted to be proved a good mealure for the nation, 
we always confidered as nugatory in the highett degree. 
Memory of what Aas deen had not deferted us, and no 
temptation had blinded our eyes to what now is. Bat if 
there remained any mode to conviwce men of the infamy of 
that coalitzon, we mutt give the Author of this bock the merit 
of having found out fuch a mode. 

The partizans and even the members of the coalition, pre- 
tend thatthe American war was the only caufe of differ- 
cence between Mefirs. North, Fox, and Burke. To dif- 
prove this affertion our Author has felected from the f{peeches 
of Mefirs. Fox and Burke fuch paflages as plainly demon- 
trate that they eppofed Lord North not only as a mini/ler 
but as a man, dettitute of candour, and confcience, as 
treacherous, falic, negligent, incapable, rafh, a blundering 
pilot, atory, an enemy to freedom, a breaker of promifcs, 
fufpected of bribery, infolent, contemptuous, &c. &c. Ac. 
&c. with an hundred epithets containing a charaéter of the 
blackett dye, dnd this is the Man, Mr. fox has chofen to 
be his cOADsJUTOR in the sALVATION of Britain. 
Without farther commenting on a condué fo difgraceful, 
we ‘fhall give a fpecimen or two which concern the India 
bufinefs, which has of late agitated the minds of men. We 
need not copy the newfpapers of the laft two months in or- 
der to remind our readers of Mr. Fox’s bill, and the ar- 
guments by which he fapported his opinions. Let our 
Readers compare thefe opinions with the following from the 
fame mouth. 

* March 21, 1780, Lord North having moved, ‘* That gotice 
be given that the capital itock or debt of 4,200,000]. and all ar- 
rears of annuity due and payable in refpect thereof, from the pnb- 
he, to the United Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft In- 
dies, be paid on the fifth of April, 1783, agreeable to the power of 
redemption in the faid a¢t.” : 

* Mr. Fox rofe to give a negative to the motion. He atked 
Whether the noble Lord was not content with having loft Ames 
rea, or was he bent on not quitting the fituation in which he 
then ftood, till he had reduced the Britifh empire to the confines 
ef Great Britain ? What good could the prefent motion be at- 
tended with ? Or rather, what evil might it net produce? The 
motion was a threat, and the idlett of all poffible menaces, be- 
caufe it was made at atime when the noble Lord knew in hig 
own mind, that he neither intended, nor was capable of carrying 
it into execution. Why then throw it out unlefs the noble Lorp 
WISHED TO RUIN THE East INp1A COoMPANY’s POSSESSIONS IN 
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INDIA, AND TO DEPRIVE THIS COUNTRY OF THE AMPLE RE- 
VENUE SHE RECEIVED THROUGH THE COMMERCE AND TRADE 
OF THAT countTRY ?—Was that the noble Lord’s gratitude to 
THESE TO WHOM HIS COUNTRY WAS 80 HIGHLY OBLIGEDS is 
We recommend this pamphlet to politicians of all de- 
nominations, and particularly to members of parliament, 
who may learn one ufeful leffon, viz. that as political opi- 
nions and fituations are variable and precarious, a degree 
of moderation and diffidence is abfolutely necefiary in or- 
der to avoid the extremes of abfurdity and infincerity, and 
patticularly in order to avoid the difagreeable light in which 
every man who reads thefe fpeeches, muft confider the co- 
alition. As for Mr. Burke, were it not that his fame is on 
the decline, the {fpecimens here given are fully fufficient to 
damn it.—‘* 4 day of reckoning,” faid he, ‘‘ would come, and 
whenever that aoa came, ,he thould be able by 1MPEACH- 
MENT, to bring upon the heads of the authors of our ca- 
lamities, the PUNISHMENT THEY DESERVED, And 
that punifhment—what is it? Didever Mr. Burke forefee 


that the punifhment was tobe the place of Secretary of 


State, a fevere punifhment indeed! The noble Lord’s 

crimes feem to have been very great to deferve fo condign 
a punifhment ! The Author of this pamphlet, ought to 
have contrafted the fpeeches efore and after the coalition in 
order to heighten the ridicule ; and ridicule, we apprehend is 
the main intention of the work. 





Art. IX. The Hiffory of the Caftle, Town, and Foreff of Knaref. 
brough, with Harrogate, and its Medicinal W alers. Including an 
Account of the moft remarkable Places in the Neighbourhood ; 
the curious Remains of Antiquity ; elegant Buildings ; orna- 
inented Grounds ; and other fingular Productions of Nature ; and 
Art. The third Edition. By E. Hargrove. 12mo, 1s. 6d. York. 
Blanchard. 


HIS performance is the work not only of a laborious, 
but Fe a judicious collector. His notices are numerous 
and are generally important. And if evcry caftle, town, and 
diftri& in England were defcribed with an equal exaétnefs, 
many new and interefting particulars would rife up to ob- 
fervation; and a new and ftrong light be thrown upon 
many dark and controverted parts of our hiftory. While 
the materials of this publication deferve praife, it is alfo 
our duty to commend the manner and expreffion of the 
writer. They are fimple and pyecife. But, it is perhaps, 
from a fpecimen that our Readers will difcern moft eafily 
the nature and merit of this little volume. Under the ar- 
ticle of the river Nidd, we find the following particulars. 
The 
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‘ Theriver Nidd* which runs clofe by this town, takes ite 
rife at the upper end of Nidd’s-Dale, or Netherdale, about thirty 
miles North Weit of this place, and after running a confiderable 
way from its fountain, again enters the earth by a wide and rocky 
cavern: then taking a fubterraneous courfe of forme miles, agafn 
emerges to the light by two iflues, whofe waters are foon after 
united; and patling by Ramseériti, Parenty-Briver. Hamps- 
THWAITE, KILLINGHALL, RipLey, KNARESBROUGH, KIBSTON, 
Watsurorp, Cowruorp, Hunsincore, Cattrrie, and Moor- 
Monkton, lofes itfelf in the Ouse near Nan-Monkron, after a 
courfe of upwards of fifty miles through a deep rocky channel, 
often hid in the depth and ob{curity of woods. Salmon are fre- 
quently found in different parts of this river, fome of which have 
weighed thirty-fix pounds. Pike alfo are found in mott parts of 
it, but particularly about Risston, where one of thefe tifh was 
caught that weighed near twenty pounds. The perch are from 
half a pound to three pounds each. ‘Trout are found in all parts 
of the river, but chiefly in the vale of Scorton, from half a 
pound to three pounds weight each, Here are allo finelts, chub, 
dace, willow-blade, eels, barbel, ombre, gudgeons, &c. ~ 

‘ It appears by Pat. 18. Edw. II. A. D. 1325, that this river 
either was made navigable from its junction with the Oufe to 
Knarefbrough, or that it was intended, as the above patent recites 
certain cuftoms to be taken for all goods brought here by water. 

* Whether this navigation was ever compleated, does not fully 


appear, but certain it is, that fuch an improvement in thefe: 


days would be attended with numerous advantages to the public 
in general. . 

‘An act of Parliament was obtained fome years ago for the better 
fupplying this town with river water, which on account of its 
elevated fituation rendered the common method of conveying that 
neceilary article difficult and expenfive. After many unforefeen 
delays, this ufeful improvement is fo far compleated as to raife the 
water into a large refervoir on the top of the hill near the caftle, 
from whence it 1s conveyed in cafks fixed upon wheels for that pur- 
pote all over the town. 

* Annexed to the water works is a paper mill erected, where thet 
bufinefs is carried on with fuccefs- by Mr.John Lomas. 

* The Jews formerly had a fynagogue here, fituated near the 
Market-place, where fome old buildings {till retain the name. 
Great numbers of this people were in England during the reign 
of Edward the Confeffor. Will‘am the Conqueror and his fon Ru- 
fus granted them feveral privileges; Henry II. allowed them a 
burial place on the outfide of every city, before which they were 
obliged to carry their dead from every part of the kingdom to the 
only place of interment allowed them near London. Thus en- 
couraged, The Jews fettled in every city and trading town through- 
out England, till at length growing by trade and ufury exceeding 


Guan, 





* The word Nidd, amopg the Celta, fignified under, below, or 
caveted, 
rich 
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rich, their, riches excited the envy of both Prince and people, who 
as often as they could find an excufe for that purpoie, plundered 
them without remorfe, In the firtt year of the reign of Richard I. no 
lefs than 1500 of thefe miferable people were matiacred at York. be- 
fides great numbers in other places, who tell by the hands of an 
infatuated and brural populace. Notwithftanding thefe fevere out- 
rages, they foon became again very numerous in diferent parts ot the 
kingdom; and during the difturbances in the reign of Henry III. they 
had by bribing the King’ scouncil been admitted to all the privileges 
of Chriftian natives, they purchafed houfes, lands and manors ; 
fat on juries, enjoyed feeifin and the wardfhip of chriftian heirs, to- 
gether withthe right of prefentation tolivings. But in the fucceeding 
reign an act was pafled to difqualify all Jews trom holding fee or free- 
hold, and to prevent their lending money on ufury to Chrittians 
under the fevereft penalties : Soon after a great number of them were 
executed for diminifhing the coin of the kingdom ; and in the 
year 1290, a proclamation was made for feizing all their eitates, 
and the whole community was for ever banifhed the kingdom, to 
the number of fixteen thoufand five hundred and eleven. 

* A.D. 1738- A Jewifh phylaétery was found in the caftle of 
Knarefbrough, with an infcription in the Hebrew language ; the 
inicription was preferved in the manufcripts of Roger Gale, Eiq; 
and isa recital of part of the fixth chapter of Deuteronomy, viz. 
from the beginning of the fourth verie to the end of the ninth. 

‘ About the year 1700, two men clearing a piece of ground i 

a place called the Caille-Ings, on the South- -lide, and near or. 
edge of the Cafile-Moat, diicovered a piece of metal which proved 
to be part of an iron helmet ; after being carefully dug up, they 
found it to contain a large quantity of filver coins, in the midit of 
which carefully wrapt in wool, was a quantity of gold coins. 

* About the year 1756, a large quantity of filver coin was found 
jn a field near the high road, about half way betwixt Knarefbrough 
and Scotten-Moor. 

‘ In the year 1762, asa workman was digging acellar on the 
North-fide of the Market- -place, he difcovered a {mall earthen 
veflel filled with gold coins, chiefly of Henry VIII. and Edward 
VI. [tis very probable that all this treafure had been fecreted dur- 
ing the civil wars in the reign of Charles the firft. 

* Several Roman coins have been found here; particularty of 
the Emperors CLaupius and Constantine, as they were found 
in the vicinity of the Caftle, it confirms the opinion that here 
was a fortrefs in the time of the Romans. Copper coins of different 
fizesand impretlions are frequently found in the gardens about the 
town ; feveral of which appear to have been coined at Nuren- 
burgh, and were probably brought into England in Queen Mary’s 
reign. Tradefmen’s tokens are-alfo very trequently found here, 
whofe dificrent infcriptions and devices fhow them to have been the 
particular coinage ot individuals in this borough ; in the centre ot 
one of them is a crown, and round it thefe letters, Aron Low- 
cock; onthe reverfe in the centre is A:L, and round it thete 
letters, Or Knasproucn. It appears that from, and during 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth to that of King Charles the fecond, 

the 
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the tradefmen in general, that is, all that pleafed, coined fmall 
money, or tokens for the benefit and convenience of trade. This 
{mall money being ftruck for neceflary change, the figure and de- 
vice very various, and the materia!s very often lead, tin, copper, or 
brafs. Every community, tradefman, or tradefwoman that iffued 
this ufeful kind of ipecie, were obliged to take it agaim whene 
brought to them, and therefore in large towns where many forts of 
them were current, a tradefman kept a forting box, into the parti- 
tions of which he put the money of the refpective coins, and at 
proper times, when he hada large quantity ot one perfon’s money, 
he fent it to him and got it changed into filver ; and in this man- 
ner they procecded till the year 1672, when King Charles II. hav- 
ing truck a fufficient quantity of halfpence and farthings for the 
inteation and exigencies of commerce, the xammorum fashuli were 
fuperleded, and thefe practices of the tradefmen were no longer ufe- 
ful or neceflary. 

* Several coins or medals of brafs have been found lately, fome- 
thing larger than a fhilling, on one fide are the figures of David 
and Jonathan, the former retting on his harp, the latter on his bow ; 
round the margin is a Latin infeription, being a recital of a paf- 
fage in the firft of Samuel, chap. 20, verfe42. On the reverfe is 
the reprefentation of Joab killing Amafa, the infcription is trom the 
fecond of Samuel, chap. 20, verfe g. No date on either fide. 

Toe Arms born by fome of the ancient and prefent inbabitants of Kunaref- 
brough and tts neryhbourhood, 

‘De Boren founder of Knarefbrough Caflle, topaz, a crofs 
wuby ; in the dexter canton, a lion rampant, diamon Crest ; 
<n a wreath, a-cat-a-mountain fergant, guardant proper, gorged with 
zplain collar and chain, Or. 

‘ Stincssy, gules a chevron between two leopards faces in 
cief, and a bugle horn in bafe, argent ; creft, a lyon paflant 
yrt. 

‘ Inctesy, fablea ftar of fix rays argent. CRest, ona wreath, 
aboar’s head, couped and erect, argent ; tufked, Or. 

*‘ CoGHILL, fable, three bends, argent. 

‘ Traps, argent, three caltrops fable— ic 
: BYRNAND, azure on a bend argent, three efcallops of the 

rt. 


a Hutton, argent on a fefs fable, three backs heads caboffed, 
Ruopes, argent on a crofs engrailed between four lions ram- 
pait, gules, five befants. 

BeckwitH, argent, a chevron between three hinds, heads 
eracd, gules. —Thete arms were born by the antient family of Ma- 
lebffe, from which family the Beckwiths are lineally defcended by 
thenale line, as well as by a female heir. 
~*RicHarpson, fable on a chief argent, three lions heads eraf- 
ed, rminois. toa 

** JOoDRICKE, argent, on a fefs gules, between two lions paf- 
fant uardant fable, a fleur-de-lis Or, between two crefcents of the 
held. Crest—out of a ducal Coronet Or, a demi lion iffuant er- 
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mines, «armed and langued gules, and holding in his paws a battle 
ax proper, helved ; Or, Supporters, two naked boys, 

* At the breaking out of the rebellion in the year 1745, the 
gentlemen of this county, ever diftinguifhed for their loyaity to 
their King, and fteady attachment to the rights and liberties of 
Englifhmen, entered into an affociation for the public defence, 
amongit whom William Thornton, Efq; of Thornville, diftinguith- 
ed himéelf in fo particular a manner by raifing a company of fol. 
diers, and marching at their head againft the rebels in the moun- 
tains of Scotland, as procured him the thanks, applaufe, and efteem 
of every well-wifher to the conftitution. The inhabitants of 
Knareforough, defirous to teftify their gratitude for fuch eminent 
fervices, entreated his acceptance of a filver table, on which was en- 
graven gs follows + : 

ON THE UPPER SIDE, 
Gulielmo Thornton, Arm, 
Qui cum Cohorte Militum 
Sumpty fuo non mediocri 

Suftentata 
Pro Rege et Patria 
In Scotia contra Rebelles 
Improbitlima Hyeme 
Belli periculis 
Sefe magnanimiter 
Obtulit 
Ac Dom. MDCCXLYV, 
Ebor 
sm:e 
D:D. 3 
ON THE LOWER SIDE, 
Gultelmo Thornton, Arm, 
Qui cum Cohorte Militum 
Sumptu fuo non mediocri 
Suftentata 
Pro Rege et Patria 
Contra Scotos monticulos 
Bellum inteftinum molientes 
Improbitlima Hyeme 
Religta Conjuge 
Belli Periculis 
Sefe magnam*iter 
Obtulit 
Anno D’ni M.DCCXLV 
Burgus_ Knarefburgenfis 
bor 
O:M:E 
DD 

* The table is two feet in diameter, and now in the poffeflin of 
Lieut. Colonel Thomas Thornton, of Thornville, fon o/ the 
above gentleman.’ 
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This publication is adorned with engravings which we 
conjecture are very exa&t ; and they are by no means in- 


elegant. 





» 
— 


Art. X. Confiderations on the prefennt Situation of Great Britain 
aad the United State: of North America, wit) a View to their tu- 
ture Commercial Connections. 8vo. 2s. Ode Stockdale. 


HE author of thefe confiderations, in an advertifement 
which he has interwoven in his title page, informs us, 
that they are ‘ particularly defigned to expofe the danger- 
‘ ous tendency of the arguments ufed, and of the conciufi- 
‘ ons drawn, in alate pamphlet publifhed by Lorn Suer- 
‘ rreELD, entitled ** Obfervations on the American States; 
“ likewife fhewing the advantages and urging the neceflity 
‘“ of relaxing the a&t of navigation in favour of America, 
‘both in Great Britain and the Weft Indies.”” And that 
‘ they are interfperfed with fome obfervations on the ftate of 
* Canada, Nova Scotia, and the fifheries ; and with various 
‘ accounts neeeflary to fhew the ftate of the thipping and 
‘ trade of this country and the United States ; as well as 
‘ of the conneCtion of the latter with the Wett Indies, pre- 
‘ vious tothe war.’ This mode of advertifement is not in- 
judicious, as there are many perfons, the extent of whofe 
reading is confined to title phges. : 
The noble author of the obfervations upon the commerce 
of the American States, of which we have given an ac- 
count in our Review of O€ober laft, endeavours to convince 
us, that the Englifh nation, though deprived of great and 
pewerful colonies in North America, can fupport itfelf by 
means of its European commerce, in an equally advantage- 
ous manner ; that the Weft India Iflands may have the full 
benefit of their antient fupplies of lumber and provifions, 
either from this country, or our two remaining colonies 
of Nova Scotiaand Canada ; and in fhort, that we may nov 
have as full an enjoyment of commerce, as in thofe times 
wher the American States formed a part of our ‘empire. 
The author of the consIDERATIONS is as fanguine 
in hs hopes of the profperity of Britain, as Lorp Suer- 
FIELD : although that profperity muft, in dis opinion be 
owing to means direétly oppofite to thefe propofed by that 
ipirited writer. ‘* If we have but patience, fays the author 
of the Confiderations, to fuffer their (the Americans) pafti- 
ons to fubfide, paffions which the full attainment of inde- 
pendence mutt naturally excite in them, there is no reafon 
to doult of our obtaining every advantage, which can arife 
from the ftriteft commercial union. However ae] 
obliga- 
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obligations are to France, manners, language, and antient 
habits, willbe too powerful opponents for that nation to 
overcome.” 

* Tue prefent fupporters of the Navigation Act proceed upon the 
fame principles, with refpeét to the American States, as the tramers 
ofthat Act did with refpe& tothe Dutch. ‘The quality of indutiry 
is, however, the only circumftance common to thole nations. Every 
other widely differs. The Dutch had been long our enemies ; weie 
our rivals both jncommerce and manufactures ; they lived agourdoors; 
and participated to fuch a degree in every branch of our trade, that 
they carried away alinoit the whole profits. A vigorous meafure 
was therefore neceflary for our prefervation. The Navigation Act 
was pafied, and much praife is due to the authors of it; fince it 
fully anfwered the mott fanguine expectations of the Merchants, 
and merited the commendations which Sir Jofiah Child, one of 
thofe great traders, gives it. The Amcricans, on the contrary, 
cannot for ages be our rivals in manufacture ; they live at a dif- 
tance that will always prevent an interference contrary to our in- 
clinations ; they have been our fubjects, and the great means of 
our being mafters of the carrying trade, their fhipping forming, in 
the comparative view of the fhipping of Great Britain and its de 
pendencies, about one-half part ; and of the fhipping of Great Bri- 
tain only, above one-third. It we therefore exclude them in fu- 
ture, we have no means left to us, with equal facility and cheap- 
nefs, of fupplying their places, and retaining that carrying trade 
to which the author of the publication alluded to is laudably de- 
voted. We differ inthe means of fupporting this trade, though we 
agree upon the advantage of it.” | 

The author goes on to demonftrate our inability to pre- 
ferve the carrying trade without the affiftance of America, 
by ftating an account of the fhips actually employed in the 
commerce of this ifland, and the places where they were 
built.—He endeavours to invalidate that argument in fa- 
vour of -enforcing the navigation aét, and excluding the A- 
mericans from its advantages, which is built upon the ne- 
ceffity they will be under of purchafing Englifh goods, from 
their not being able to procure them fo good and cheap 
elfewhere ; and fhews the manner in which Great Britain 
may be made the centre of American commerce in Europe. 
He points out feveral circumftances tending to lower the 
high ideas entertained of Canada and Nova Scatia. He 
concludes from various confiderations, that if the navigation 
aft be preferved in its prefent ftate, our fugar colonits will 
be in a worfe fituation than they were in during the war. 

“* Atthat time,” fays, he, ‘* though they bought their 
neceffaries dear, they fold their produce at a very high 
price. They will now purchafe thofe neceflaries at an high 
price, and fell their produce at a low one.” 

The following account of the prefent, and whatis likely 


to 
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to be the future ftate of America, with praétical obfervations, 
merits particular attention. 

‘ The fober men in America are fully fenfible of the neceffity of 
a moderate conduct, and are ‘triving to regain the power which in 
{ome States they bave been forcibly driven from, and in others 
have indifcreetly parted with. Some of them have had the wifdom 
to bend to the violence of the ftorm, and by a temporary fubmiilion 
are now regaining poffeffion of Government. Others, whofe in- 
patience was moft prevalent, and who retired from the adminiftra- 
tion in difguft, find much greater difficulties to encounter. The 
American affairs thus fituated, have been the means of an -opinion 
ftrongly urged, chat till this is effected, and the congrefs is in- 
vetted with an authority upon which a reliance can be placed by 
foreign powers, no treaty of commerce fhould be made. This evil 
can only be removed in this country, by the knowledge we have 
of our mutual interetts, and lending our afhitance to compofe 
thofe diforders, by an acquiefeence 1n all that concerns our com- 
mon advantages. Foritis by no means a certainty that congrefs 
will ever recover a permanent authority over all the ttates. The ne- 
cefity of a fovereign power may produce a temporary one to com- 
pofe the prefent differences, and to fetile their debts. But to con- 
tinue the union of this extenfive country, is a matter of great 
doubt. It is moft probable, that the divifions of the States which 
have been mentioned in the temarks upon the trade, will take place, 
and that there will be three great republics, according to the 
fimilitude of their manners, cuftoms, and commerce... The New 
England States will make one. Nature has united them in the 
ftrongeft manner. New York, the Jerfeys, Pennfylvania, Delaware; 
Maryland, and Virginia will form another, the richett and moft 
powerful. This country will command the greateft internal navi- 
gations, flowing through the Hudfon and Delaware Rivers, and the 
great Bay of Chefapeak, communicating by feveral portages, with 
the waters of the Ohio, and, by that means, with the whole 
interior country over the mountains ; the moft fertile lands, and 
the beft climate of all America ; and to the inhabitants of which, 
Britith fhips will be the carriers-of the-manufactures of Great 
Britain, and the exports of an abundant produce in return. The 
third Government in America will be the Carolinas and Georgia, 
nations of planters, great confumers of manufactures, and full of 
luxurious produéts, of which we fall alfobe the carriers. All our 
confular eftablifhments ought to be made upon this fuppofition, as 
the moft natural and mott conducive to our interefts.’ 

There is a paffage in this publication which illuftrates in 
avery ftriking manner, what we have fo often occafion to 
temark, how much the will influences the judgment, and 
bow eafily we believe what we wifh to be.true. 

* Till we can force Nature to make a free and open navigation, 
and to foften the climate, we fhall not derive any advantage from 
Canada or Nova Scotia, in any degree equal to the hopes that are 
held out tous. And yet this circumftance is made by the noble 
Author, to have different effects, according to the fubject which a 
treat 
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treated of: When Ruffia is to be made the fubititute for America, 
in the difpofal of our manufactures, the fhutting up the Baitic by 
fix mouths ice, is reprefented as preventive of her having {hips o: 
failors of her own; but when Canada and Nova Scotia are to be 
made the fubftitutes of the States of America, the fame interrup. 
tion in their navigatien, aid. the country fix months covered with 
fnow, does not hinder their becoming nurferies fur fhips and fea: 
men.” 

The matters in difpute between Lord Sheffield and this 
author, who is a man of fenfe and information, deferve f{e- 
rious confideration. 


i - . ‘ ~~ 


Arr. XI. 4 Concife Hiffory of the Kingdoms of Ifrael and Fudab, 
councéled with the Hiflory or Chief Events of the Neighbouring 
States and fucceeding Empires to the Time of Chrif’; and the Efa- 
blifhment of the Gofpel difpenfation: Varer{perfed with Moral Re- 
fiections, Chronological References, and Occafional Remarks, 
concerning the Fulfillment of the Prophecies: particularly adaprt- 
ed tothe Compreheniion, and for the Improvement ot Young 
Minds. By Ann, Murry, Author ot Mentoria. In two Vo- 
lumes. r2mo. 63. Dilly. 1783. 





HE confideration which induced the fair author to 
undertake the work fhe now offers to the public, is a 
proof not only of piety, but of a juft and.even profound 
turn of thinking. ‘* The evidences,”’ fays fhe, ‘* for the 
holy {criptures, are fo forcible, that their influence could 
not be withftood, if their connection, operation, and ef- 
fects, were duly regarded: yet in many parts they are fo in- 
terwoven with circumftances, allufions and events, not {o 
pleafing to young minds, that the whole are neglefted, and 
rendered ineffectual, becaufe a part requires to be ftript of 
thofe exuberances which make the purfuit objeftionable”. 
This fatal inatterttion to the pofitive proofs of the fulfill- 
ment of divine promifes, and prophetic denunciations, re- 
laxes the vital principles of revealed religion, and faps the 
foundation of moral virtue. This inattention fhe therefore 
confiders as one great caufe of the corruption of manners 
and of that national depravity, which at this period fo uni- 

verfally prevails. 7 
The fulfillment of the prophecies, is, undoubtedly, the 
livelieft proof of the chriftian faith. The internal evidence 
of the doétrines of chriftianity is not of itfelf fufficient to 
repel the objections of unbelievers, or to confirm the cor- 
dial affent of its votaries.. It bears indeed the image or 
likenefs of God. Itis fuitable to the ideas which natural 
reafon forms of the divine nature. Yet ftill its authority 
muit reft, not upon the conjectures of human judment, but 
on 
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on divine teftimony. Jefus Chrift appealed to the miracles 
which he wrought by the power, for that is the meaning of 
the expreffion, in the name of his Father. Thefe were his 
credentials as an ambaffador from Heaven. In later times of 
the chriftian church, as well as in the early, the moit con- 
vincing proofs have never been wanting of the truth of the 
chriftian faith ! proofs which ftrike the mind with the force 
of miracles. Every day exhibits fome event which ferves at 
once to illuftrate and fulfill the prophecies: the whole feries 
of which viewed in conneétion imprefs the candid and at- 
tentive' mind with a ftrong and fteady faith. The miracles 
that were performed in the firft age of chriftianity, are hand- 
ed down to us only on the authority of hiftory, and cannot 
have the fame weight as if they were addrefled to our fenfes. 
But the whole chain of events predicted in the facred {crip- 
tures, and the laft link, above all of that chain, we mean 
the prefent ftate of the world, makes up for that difadvan- 
tage: and, on the whole, the evidence for the truth of chrif- 
tianity, was never greater at any period than it is now. The 
chriftian, notwithitanding the contagion of {cepticifm, has 
not more difficulties to encounter in maintaining the con- 
ftancy of his faith, than were experienced even in the days 
of the apoftles. 

The completion of the prophecies in the progrefs and de- 
clenfion of the Jewifh people and ftate, ftrongly confirms 
and recommends the chriftian faith. In order to trace and 
to prove this progrefs and declenfion, the author conneéts 
the annals of profane nations with facred hiftory. As her 
intention was not to write a hiftory of the bible, but to dif- 
cufs thofe hiftorical and prophetic parts, which, in the ge- 
neral courfe of education are too much overlooked, a 
hiftory begins at the period of the monarchical form of go- 
vernment being eftablifhed in Ifrael; as from that era, the 
events became more particularly complicated and interefting. 
But, in order to afcertain the wife defignation, and blefied 
effects of the different difpenfations of divine grace vouch- 
fafed to mankind, fhe thinks it proper to connect events 
from the earlieft records of revelation. 

In this part of her work, fhe fhews a perfeé&t ac- 
quaintance with facred hiftory and chronology, and direéts 
the attention of her readers to a great variety of particulars, 
which ferve to difplay the wife and gracious ceconomy of 
divine grace, and to nourifh in the mind fentiments of 
piety, and refignation to the will of providence. In the firit 
volume fhe gives a plain and well arranged narrative of the 
Ifraelitifh monarchy from the eleétion of Saul to the Baby- 
lonifh captivity. In the fecond, fhe conneéts the principal 

events 
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évents of facred and profane hiftory from that zra'to the ad. 
ventof the Mefifiah. 

For the benefit of her young readers, the author hath paid 
particular attention to the geographical part of her work, 
and by well executed maps, prefixed to her volumes, they 
may trace the different operations of prinices, and the revolu- 
tions of ftates. 

‘This performance is a plain introduction to the ftudy of 
antient hiftory facred and profane. “Che former makes the 
principal figure in the general picture: and religious and 
moral fentiments, not philofophical or political inferences, 
are the objefts which dire&t the author’s walk over the field 
the has chofen to illuftrate. In refpect to ftyle, we meet in 
a few initances with grammatical inaccuracies; in others 
with a poetical fwell which fuits not the tone of hit ‘ory.— 
** princes and their offs” (for armies, ) is too turgid for the 
fimplicity of a preface. ‘* When the bubble of haman 
greatnefs burits, the bafelefs fabric is annihilated, and leave; 
snot a wreck behind,” refers the imagination of the reader to 
Shakefpeare, and is one of thofe taifels that dangle fo often 
at the compofitions of women, or very young writers. We 
could with that thefe blemifhes were correéted in the future 
editions of this work, which would render it the moft pro- 

r we know of, to be put intothe hands of youth; efpe- 
cially young ladies. 





aa: 





Art. XII. The Ep: ‘felary C orrelpom lence, Vi fit. ition Char ‘ges, Speeches, 
and Mifcellanie:, of the Kg ht Reverend. Francis Atterbury, D.D, 
Lord Bifhep of Rechefe: “With Hiforical Notes, Volurme the 
Third. Svo. 6s. Ff. Nichols. 


N a former number of our work we delineated the cha- 

racter of Dr, Atterbury as a writer, and, having particu- 
larly obferved that a certain elegance of tafte and ‘dignity ol 
manner characteriles every production of his pen however 
familiar or humble the fubject, it only remains for us to de- 
clare that, in our judgment, the prefent publication neither 
difgraces the genius of the author, nor is unworthy of the 
pains of the accurate editor of the two former volumes of 
this collection. 

The pieces contained in this voiume may be divided into 
hiftorical, critical, and mifcellaneous. A_ large portion of 
the hittorical pieces relates to the houfes of convocation, 
and the little contentions among clergymen, many of whote 
names are already forgotten. To the philofopher, however. 
who deijights in obferving the conduct of focieties and 0! 


men, and tracing the origin, the progrefs, and the iffue ot 
the 
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the paffions of focieties and of individuals, even fuch frag- 
ments as tend to illuftrate the hiftory of the houfes of con- 
vocation will not appear wholly uninterefting. The Englith 
antiquarian, too, will no doubt find in thefe many objects 
of curiofity: and the anecdotes of celebrated characters that 
are interfperfed throughout the whole, form an agreeable en- 
tertainment to every reader. 

In the firft letter of this colle&tion, which was written by 
Dr. Atterbury to Lord Invernefs*, he ftates the light in 
which that celebrated prelate viewed particular theories in 
religious matters, and difplays a wonderful faculty of con- 
veying cenfure with feverity, with delicacy, and with the 
moft perfect freedom. 

Alluding to Lord Invernefs’s abjuration of proteftantifm, 
Dr. Atterbury tells him what the world fays of his condu&. 

‘ My Lord, they who fpeak of it moft foftly, and with greateft 
revard to your Lordfhip, fay, that it is a coup de defe/poir; and that 
your Lordfhip perceiving the prejudices of the K’s Protettant fub- 


jects to run high againft you, fo that you would never be fuffered 


to be about his perfon and in the fecret of his affairs with their 
confent, was refolved to try what could be done by changing fides, 
and whether you might not at long run be able to gain by one par- 
ty what you had loft by another. They reprefent you as thinking 
the K’s reftoration not foon likely to happen; and therefore as re- 
folved, fince you were obliged to live in exile in Roman Catholic 
countries, to make the beft of your circumftances, and recommend. 
yourfelf, as much as you could, to the natives; that fo, if his 
caufe fhould prove defperate for a time, you might find your way 
back again into his fervice, when it would be no longer reckoned 


_ prejudicial to his affairs. And they quote fome words, which they 


fay fell from your Lordfhip, to this purpofe: ‘ That, fince you 
“ faw nothing was likely to be done for the K. you thought it high 
“ time to take care of your foul.” I hope in God they bely vou, 
fince it gives us, who are at a diftance from the fecret of affairs, 
but a very difcouraging profpect of the K’s reftoration, of the 
probability or improbability of which you, my Lord, muft be al- 
lowed a more competent judge. And withal, fuch a faying carries 
in it fomething more difhonourable to your Lordfhip, fince it im- 
plies, that, had the reftoration been near and probable, you would 
not have troubled your head about matters of religion, but fuffered 
your /oul to fhift for itfelf. They who thus interpret your laft ftep 
proceed further, and fay, that you intended by that means, if you 
could not find your way again into the general and open manage- 
ment of the K’s affairs, at leaft to have that part of them attached to 
which related to foreign princes, courts, to whom what you 

ad done muft have rendered you grateful; and thus, while your 


Guateen 





* Lord Invernefs, a great confidant of the Pretender’s. He was 
married to a fifter of the Earl of Dunbar, the Pretender’s prime 
minifter, and of Lord Mansfield. Nove, By the Reviewer, 

Enc. Rey. Vol. III. Feb. 1784. H | brot! ere 
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brother-in-law fhould have the care of the domettic correfpondence, 
and you all the reft, the whole would have run in proper channels 
They afhrm, that even upon your firit coming back to the K. from 
Pifa, there was a general expectation at Rome, encouraged by the 
Court of Rome itlelf, that you would then have declared yourfelt 
a Roman Catholic, and that it was prevented only by the repre- 
fentations made at that time to your difadvantage from the K’s 
friends, which occafioned your abrupt retreat to Avignon: and 
they fuppofe fome private audiences you had at that time tended 
to this point ; t+at happened then to be defeated, and the declara- 
tion itfelf was poftponed to a more convenient opportunity. ‘I his 
indeed elafhes a httle with the former fcheme mentioned. God 
forbid I fhould expofe either of them! I do not, I merely relate 
them, and having done fo, leave it to your Lordfhip to make fuch 
ufe of them as you in your wifdom fhall judge proper. 

* There are others, my Lord, that reflect on your conduct flill 
rhore unkindly, and put’it in a more odious light; there are thefe 
(nor are they few) who are fo prejudiced againit you as to fuppote 
(for none of them have pretended to prove) that you have played 
the fame game as my Lord Mar did, had a fecret underftanding 
with the miviflers on the other fide, sat receiyed the reward of it; 
the femen, being, as they are, your profeffed enemies, {tick not to 
fay, that ‘fince you could not anv longer derive merit to yourfelf 
from your management near the K. you were refotved to do as 
much mifchief as you could to his affairs at parting, by an action 
which naturally tended to raife in the minds of his Proteftant fub- 
jects fuch difadvantageous opinions of hin as I need not explain, 
fuch as of all others will have the greateit influence toward hinder- 
ing his reftoration. ‘They confider your Lordfbip as one that has 
ftudied vour Mafter’s temper, and perfectly knows it; as one that 
never did any thing but what you judged would be perfeétly agree: 
able to him, nothing but with his privity and by his dire@tion. In 
this light my Lord, ‘when they fee what you have lately done, it is 
ho wonder if theyagraw (trange inferences from it, and yo eel to 
your Lordfhip views which your heart, I hope, abhors. But th 
will certainly perfift in that way of thinking, if they find that your 
Lordfhip has f:ll credit with the K. and a fhare in his confidence ; 
and /4::, even at this diitance, my Lord, will in a little time appear 
to watchtul obfervers. They fay it is a fure rule, not to dothit 
which our worft enemies, provided they are wife and underitand 
their own intereft, would above all things have us do; and vet 
your Lordthip, they think, has a¢ted after that manner on the 
prefent oceafion, there being nothing that could either gratify your 
eneinies more, or difpleafe your friends (fuch, I mean, as are allo 
enemies and friends to the r— caufe) than, the ftep you have taken, 
and they will not believe, but that.if you had meant the K. as well 
as you ought to do, this fingle confideration would have reftrained 
you. T hey rge, that the difficulties into which the K. is brought 
by this means are exceeding great. Let him be ever fo well pc~ 
fuaded of your civilities, integrity, and zeal; he yet cannot make 
a free ufe of them, without exciting new jealouties, on very tender 


points, and in yery honeft hearts, where one would wifh that thev 
mig! 
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might by all poffible means be allayed. Let him have been ever 
fomuch a ftranger to what pafled at Aviénon till it was over, he 
cannot yet prudently declare himfelf on that head, hecaufe of the 
inconveniencies with which fuch a declaration, in his prefent cir- 
cumftances, will be attended onthe one fide, as his total filence 
will be liable to mifconftru¢tions, on the other: every way this af- 
fair will perplex him with refpect to the different interefts he has 
feparately to manage. Abroad, if he were thought to be at the 
bottom of it, it might do him no harm; at home it certainly will, 
and there his great intereft lies, to which he is, above all others, to 
attend. Nor wilf the judgment be paffed on this occafion in hatte, 
fince it cannot be formed on any thing now given cut, but will de- 
nd on future facts and appearances. 

* I have made little mention all this while of what your Lord- 
flip may think a full anfwer to all thefe reflections and refinements, 
that you have followed a motion of confcience in what you have 
done, and depended on that for your juttification. It may, my 
Lord, and I hope will, juftify you betore God, if you fincerely 
acted on that principle; but as for men, the misfortune is (and I 
beg your Lordthip’s pardon for venturing to tell you fo) that not 
one perfon, whom I have feen or heard of, will allow what you have 
done to be the effectof conviction. In that cafe, they fay, you 
would have proceeded otherwife than merely by advifing with thofe 
into whofe communion you were haftening; efpecially fince it is 
fuppofed that your Lerdfhip has not ipent much time in qualifying 
yourfelf for the difcuffion of fuch points by a perufal ot books of 
controverfy. Men, they fay, of fincerity and truth are often kept 
ina religion to which they have been accuitomed, without enquir« 
ing ftriétly into the grounds of it; but feldom any man, who has a 
fenfe of piety and honour, quits a religion in which he has been 
educated, without carefully confidering what may be faid for and 
againftit. Men indeed may be fometimes enlightened and convinced 
all at once by an  over-ruling impreilion from above. But, as 
thefe cafes are exceeding rare, fo I need not tell your Lordfhip that 
in yours, they that object to your proceedings are by no means dif- 
pofed to make you fuch allowances. They think that, had you 
aimed only at fatisfying your confcience, you might have done 
what you did in a more private manner, and enjoyed the benefit of 
itin fecret, without giving a public and needlefs alarm; but, when 
you chofe St. Andrew’s day for entering on the work, Chritimas 
day for compleating it, and the Pope’s Inquifitor at Avignon to re- 
ceive your abjuration, they conclude that you intended to make an 
«lat, and to give notice to all the world of your embracing a dif- 
ferent communion; which might be ufeful indeed with regard to 
fome political views, but could not be neceffary tuward fatisfying 
thofe of mere confcience.’ 

We meet, in this colle&tion, with many curious inftances 
of that extreme animofity which took place between the 
deaders of the high church, and the moderate clergy. 

‘Thad a particular obligation to Burnet, fays Dr. Atterbury, and will 
publicly thank him in print, (among other matters I have tofay to him 
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and to his Articles again{t our religion) for bis caufing it to be f{pread 
by his emiflaries that I was drunk at Salifbury the 30th of January, 
whereas the Major-General, Captain Culleford, a very honei 
Clergyman, and the people of the Inn (which was a Cottee- houfe 
too), can {wear I drank nothing but two difhes of coffee ; and in- 
dced I had not ftopped at all, but to enable my children, by a very 
flender bait, to hold out to Blandford, where I dined at fix that 
night.’ 

Dr. Atterbury, in return to Dr. Burnet’s calumnies, re- 
lates to the Bithop Trelawny, with great fatisfaction, the 
the following ftory. 

* What I hinted to your Lordfhip in my laft about the Bifhop of 
Sarum 1s a very fcandalous ftory indeed, and comes to town well 
attetted by fome very confiderable clergymen of his diocefe. It re- 
lates to one Mutal, a late chaplain of his, who was almott forced 
by the Bithop to marry a French nun lately converted by the 
Bithop: in twenty weeks time after which, Mrs. Mutal was brought 
to bed of achild. Mutal openly complains that he had no thoughts 
of marrying her, but the Bithop prefied him to it, and would. not 
let him be eafy till he had done it. And the gentlemen who fend 
this account do not itick to give the reafon of this conduct; and 
openly in their letters to fay, that the Bifhop wanted a cover Sen his 
lewdnefs. Whether this will prove true or not, I afflure your Lord- 
fhip, I write you nothing but what hath been written by worthy 
perfons out of that dioccfe.” 

On this ftory the editor remarks, that it is improbable, 
and he admits it to fhew how liable the beft*minds are to be 
war ped by the idle report of the day, when it is told againit 
a perion they diflike. 

As fpecimens of the interefting anecdotes with which this 
publicawon abounds, we fhall felect afew of thofe which 
relate to that diftinguifhed charaéter Dr. Radcliffe. The 
priv having been taken ill with fomething like a pleurity, 

eolected it, drank a bottle of wine, and took his bed, 
mae fo ill that it was fearcely thought he would live longer 
thana day. But, an hundred ounces of blood having been 
taken from him, fymptoms appeared of his recovery; M66 and 
notwithftanding his weaknefs, he took the ftrange refolution 
of being removed to Kenfington. From this the prefling 
entreaties of all his friends could not divert him. So in the 
warmeit time of day, (inthe month of April,) he rofe, and 
was carried by four men in a chair to Kenfington, whither 
he got with difficulty, having fainted away. ‘Being put to 
bed, he fell afleep immediately, and waked wonderfully @l- 
tered,” infomuch that it was concluded that he might do 
well, and, in reality, he was foon paft all danger. ~ This 
curious faét illuftrates the vaft i importance of a change of air, 
and perhaps, too, the utility of gratifying the natural long- 
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ings of fick people, which often point to what will effect 
their relief. Natura optima morborum medicatrix. 

Dr. Ratcliff’s efcape which was reckoned next to miracu- 
lous, we are told made him not only very ferious but very 
devout.—The Queen afked Mr. Barnard the furgeon who 
attended him, how the Doétor did: and when he told her 
that he was ungovernable, and would obferve no rules, fhe 
anfwered, ‘* that then no body had reafon to take any thing 
ill from him; fince it was plain he ufed other people no 
worfe than he ufed himfelf.” 

‘ Dr. Radcliffe, the Editor tells us, is faid to have been perpe- 
tually involved in difputes with his medical brethren, who con- 
fidered him in the light of an active, ingenious, adventuring em- 
piric, whom conttant practice brought at length to fome fkill in his 
profefion. The don mot of Queen Anne (which Atterbury has pre- 
ferved in p. 81.) wili be illuftrated by the following anecdote : 
“In 1699, K. William, returning from Holland, and being much 
“ outot order, fent for Radcliffe; and, flewing him his f{woln 
“ ancles, while the refit of his body was emaciated and fkeleton- 
“ like, faid, ‘ What think you of thefe?’? ‘* Why truly,” replied 
“ the Phyfician, ‘* I would not have your Majefty’s two legs for 
“ your three kingdoms ;”” which freedom fo loft the King’s favour, 
“ that no interceifions could ever recover it. When Queen Anne 
“ came to the throne, the Earl of Godolphin ufed all his endea- 
* yours to reinftate him in his former poft of chief phyfician; 
but fhe would not be prevailed upon, alledging, that Radcliffe 
would fend her word-again, that her ‘ailments were nothing but 
the vapours.’ Neverthelefs, he was confulted in all cates of emer- 
gency and critical conjuncture; and, though not admitted in 
quality of the Queen’s domeftic phyfician, received large fums 


ot fecret fervice-money for his prefcriptions behind the curtain.’ 
To thefe anecdotes of Dr. Radcliffe the Editor adds the 
following from the ‘* Richardfoniana :” 

* Dr. Radclitle told Dr. Mead,’ * Mead I love yeu, and now I 
will tell you a fure fecret to make your fortune; uic all mankind 
ll.’ And it certainly was his own practice. He owned he was 
avaricious, even to fpunging, whenever he any way could, at a 
tavern reckoning, a fixpence or fhilling, among the reft of the 
company, under pretence of ‘ hating (as he ever did) to change a 
guinea, becaufe (faid he) it flips away fo fait.’ He could never be 
brought to pay bills without much following and importunity ; nor 
then if there appeared any chance of wearying them out.—A pa- 
‘iour, after long and fruitlefs attempts, caught him juit getting out 
of his chariot at his own door, in Bloomfbury-fquare, and fet upon 
him, ‘Why you rafeal, faid the Doctor, ‘do you pretend to be 
paid for fuch a piece of work? why you have fpoiled my pavement, 
and then covered it over with earth to hide your bad work.’ 

Dottor,’ faid the paviour, ‘mine is not the only bad work that 
the earth hides.’ * You dog you, faid the Doctor, ¢ are you a wit ? 
you muft be poor, come in ;’ and paid him. Nobody ever prac- 
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. tifed this rule, * of ufing all mankind ill,’ lefs than Dr. Mead (who 
told me himfelf the ftory, and) who as I have been informed by 
great phyiicians, got as much again by his practice as Dr. Rad- 
cliffe did.’ RicHarpson. 

Dr. Radcliffe is mentioned in other parts of this collec- 
tion. Itis not furprifing that fo much is faid in thefe remains 
of Atterbury concerning this gentleman. His wit, his pro- 
feffional {kill, and his monarchical principles very much en- 
deared him to Atterbury, Swift, and their fa&tion. Swift in 
his fatyr on the vanity of belonging to any order however re- 
fpectable ; where 

*¢ A ball of new dropt horfe’s dung, \ 
Mingling with apples in the throng, 
Says to the pippin plump and prim, 
See, brother, how we apples fwim.” 

In this performace he pays Dr. Radcliffe the following 
compliment. 

‘* Thus Lamb renowned for cutting corns, 
An offered fee from Rapcuirre fcorns, 
Not for the world ; we Doétors, brother ! 
Muft take no fees of one another.” 

From Atterbury’s letter we learn that the Tale of a Tub, 
when it firft came ont, was afcribed generally at Oxford to 
Smith, author of Phedra and Hippolitus, and to Philips, the 
Author of Cyder.—But our limits will not permit us to de- 
tail more anecdotes. | 

In this collection the theologian will find a great deal of 
excellent criticifm on the gofpels, and reafoning concerning 
the time and year when each of the Evangelifts wrote.— 
We have here, alfo, afpecimen of Bifhop Atterbury’s re- 
marks on Dacier’s Horace, one of the French authors, with 
whofe labours, our learned prelate amufed himfelf during 
his exile. It is needlefs to ee. that Atterbury’s criticifms 
difplay genius and learning. The following is a character 
of Luther extracted from ** An Anfwer to fome Confidera- 
tions, &c.” of which the preface has been already given at 
large, vol. 1. of this colle€tion, 

* MARTIN LUTHER’s life was a continual warfare ; he was 
engaged again{t the united forces of the Papal world, and he ftood 
the fhock of them bravely both with courage and fuccefs. After 
his death, one would have expected that generous adverfaries fhoul¢ 
have put up their pens, and quitted at leaft fo much of the quar 
rel as was perfonal. But, on the contrary, when his doétrines 
grew too ftrong to be taken by his enemies, they perfecuted lis 
reputation ; and by the venom of their tongues fufficiently cor 
vinced the world, that the religion they were of allowed not only 
Prayers for the dead, but even Curfes too. Amongft the rei 
that have engaged in this unmanly defign, our Author appeats: 
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with a more calm and better diffembled malice : he has charged his 
jnitrument of revenge with a fort of white powder, that does the 
fame bafe action, though with lefs noife. It is cruel thus to in- 
errupt the peace of the dead; and Luther’s {pirit has reafon to 
expoitulate with this man, as once the {pirit of Samuel did with 
Saul——** Why haft thou difquieted me, to bring me up?” He 
knows the fequel of the ttory : the anfwer that was given was no 
very pleating one ; it only afforded the enquirer an account of his 
own difcumfiture. Let us fee whether this difturber of Luthes’s 
gthes will have any better fortune. 

‘ The method of the pamphlet 1s every way infufficient : and 
jet the Spirit of Martin Luther be as evil as it is fuppofed to be, 
vet the proof this would not blaft any one fingle truth of that Res 
ligion he profelied. But to take off all feeming objections, and 
flop the mouths of the moft unreafonable gainfayers, | have exa- 
mined even this httle pretence too; and find, upon a faithful 
encuiry, that Luther’s life was led up to thofe doctrines he 
preached, and his death was the death of the righteous. Were I 
not confined by the character of an anfwer to wipe off the afperfions 
that are brought, I could fwell this book to twice the bulk, by 
fetting out that beft fide of Luther which-our author, in the picture 
he has given us of him, has, contrary to the metl:od of painters, 
thrown into fade, that he might placea fuppofed deformity or two the 
more in view. He was a man certainly of high endowments of 
mind, aud great virtues: he had a vaft underftanding, which 
raifed him upto a pitch of learning unknown to the age in which he 
lived ; his knowledge in Scripture was admirable, his elocution 
manly, and his way of reafoning with all the fubtilty that thofe 
honcft plain truths he delivered would bear: his thoughts were bent 
always on great defigns, and he had a refolution fitted to go 
through with them: the affurance of his mind was not to be fhaken 
or furprized; and that we/nzia of his (for I know not what elfe 
tocall it} before the Diet at Worms, was fuch as might have be- 
come the days of the Apoftles. His life was holy ; and, when he 
had Icifure for retirement, fevere: his virtues active chiefly, and 
komilitical, not thofe lazy fullen ones of the cloyfter. He had no 
ambition but in the fervice of God : for other things, neither his 
enjoyment sor wifhes ever went higher than the bare conveniences 
of living. He was of a temper particularly averfe to covet- 
oufaefs, or any bafe fin; and charitable even to a fault, without 
refpect to his own occafions. If among this crowd of virtues a 
failing crept in, we muft remember that an Apoftle himfelf has 
not been irreprovable: if in the body of his doétrine one flaw is 
to be feen; yet the greateit lights of the church, and in the 
a times of it, were, we know, not exact in all their opinions. 

pon the whole, we have certainly great reafon to break out in 
the phrafe of the prophet, and fay ** How beautiful upon the 
** mountains are the fect of him that bringeth glad tidings !” 

To this volume are fubjoined additions and correétions 
for this, as we!l as the two preceding ones. Someof thefz 


will appear interefting only to the very curious antiquarian. 
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But the Duke of Wharton’s poems on the banifhment of 
Cicero, and on the Bifhop of Rocheiter’s preaching, emi- 
nently characterized by a livelinefs of wit, fublimity of ima- 


gination, and a pleafing felicity of expreffion, muft afford. 


avery delightful entertainment to all who have a tafte for 
poetical compofition. Our limits will not admit of extracts 
from these pieces. We fhail only mention, for the fatisfaction 
of our Readers, that the verfes on the banifhment of Ci- 
cero were written when Bifhop Atterbury was fent into 
exile : and that many flattering circumftances common td 
the fortunes of the Roman orator, andthe chriftian divine 
and prelate, are fele€ted with a delicate art, and fet forth 
in all the pomp of numbers. 

There is a general obfervation to be made on: the whole 
of thefe remains of Doétor Atterbury ; that even in the 
moft carelefs produétions of his pen, we every where dif- 
cover the moft claffical purity of ftyle. This indeed was 
more ftudied both in writing and public fpeaking, in the 
reign of Queen Ann than it is at prefent. There is none 
of our orators to be compared with Lord Bolingbroke, either 
for fublimity of genius, or propriety of ftyle. In the 
{peeches of \\ir. Burke, the moift cultivated undoubtedly of 
our fpeakers, we meet with phrafes and words by no means 
authorized by the Englifh claflics. Our moft claffical fpeak- 
ers appear to be the Lords Mansfield and Loughborough in 
the houfe of Lords, and Mr. Pitt and Lord Mulgrave 
in the houfe of Commons. In fpeaking and in writing 
there is at prefent a very great flovenlinefs. ‘* I have 
made up my mind.” ‘ That defcription of men,” ‘ It 
meets my idea.” Thefe with many other barbarous 
innovations difgrace the public difcourfe, and the epiftolary 
correfpondence of the greatett characters of the prefent age. 
It was not fe in the days of Atterbury : correétnefs and pu- 
rity of ftile were generally ftudied : and with great juftice 
and propriety. It is purity of ftyle alone that can tranf- 
mit anycompofition to pofterity. The writers of the Au- 
guftan age are eafily underftood and admired, while the bar- 
barifms of later writers are unintelligible. 





Art. XIII. Hiffory of the Difpute with America ; from its Origin 
in 1754. Written in the Year 1774. By John Adams, Eq; 
8vo. 2s.6d. Stockdale. 


HE objects of this performance, at the time it was 
written, appear to have been, to roufe the Americas 
to a fenfe of thcir right to liberty, and to point out the 
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circumftances which rendered it probable that by continu- 
ed and unanimous exertion they would be enabled to ob-’ 
tin it. For what purpofe it is publithed at this day, 
and in the prefent crifis, it is difficult to conjecture. It is 
oflible that Mr. Adams may not be actuated by any poli- 
tical motive whatever, and that he has publifhed tins 
pamphiet, as fo many other writers do theirs, from a love 
of fame. His predictions are certainly, for the moft part, 
verified, and he is a man of good fenie, extenfive informa- 
tion, and found obfervation. 

In the year 1774, as appears from this publication, the 
moft ftrenuous advocates for the rights and libertics of the 
Americans contended, not for an entire difunion from 
Great Britain, but for a redrefs of grievances, and a happy 
reconciliation. Towards the conclufion of the pamphlet 
we find fome very juft and ingenious obfervations on the 
importance of a communication of fentiments among thé 
people. . 

‘ What the eloquence and talents of Demotthenes could 
not cficét, among the States of Greece, might have been ef- 
fected by fo fimple a device. Caftile, Arragon, Valencia, Ma- 


jorca, &c. all complained of oppreffion under Charles the Fifth : 


flew out into tranfports of rage, and took arms againtt him 
But they never confulted or communicated with each other. 
They relifled feparately, and were feparately fubdued. Had Dofi 
Juan Padilla, or his wife, been poifeiied of the genius to in- 
vent a Committee of Correfpondence, perhavs the Liberties of the 
Spanifh Nation might have remained to this hour.’ 

This traét—for it is improperly ftiled a ** Hiftory,” 
may be deemed a curiofity by the Americans of future 
umes, 














FOREIGN LITERATURE. 
Art. XIV. Traité fur le Venin dela Vipere, fur les Poifons Amer’. 


cains, fur le Laurier Cerife, &S fur queljues autres Poifoni vegeteauxy 
&c. Par M. Fontana, Florence. 2 tomes en 4to. Elmily. London, 
A Treatife concerning the Poifon of the Viper, the American Poifons, 
the Lauro-cerafus, and fome other vegetable Poifins. With Obfei- 
vations relative to fome other Subjects. Plates. 
(Concluded from our Review for December.) 


N the arrangement of this work there is the fame want 
| of regularity as in Prieftley’s experiments on different 
kinds of air. The author frequently quits a topic and after- 
wards returns toit again. He is however of opinion that the 
difadvantages arifing from this neglect of order are compen- 
lated by its placing the reader in the fame point of view in 


Which he himfelf ftood. 
Having 
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Having related in the firft volume, fome experiments made 
im order to afcertain the efficacy of a remedy againft the bite 
of the viper, he refumes the fame fubje&t at the beginning 
of the fecond. Among many fubflances which he traced, 
he found that fomentation with warm oil of turpentine and 
water beft anfwered the end he had in view; this method of 
cure however was very far from being always fuccefsful, 
‘The amputation of the limb, foon after the bite, prevented 
the effeéts of the poifon. The author was led by thefe ex- 
periments to make a very remarkable obfervation on fowls, 
He had before feen that when the comb was bit, the viru- 
lence of the venom was chiefly exerted upon the wattles: 
this led him to cut away the wattles after he had caufed a 
viper to bite the comb, and he found that by this means the 
animal was preferved. Even a ligature thrown round above 
the wounded part, almoft conftantly faved the life of 
pigeons, but when the experiment was made upon other 
animals, the refult difappointed the hopes which Mr. Fon- 
tana had begun to entertain of having difcovered a fafe and 
eafy prefervative againft the poifon. In thefupplement, this en- 
quiry is once more taken up, and it would feem that the quick- 
iine,* when {peedily applied may be reafonably expected to 
pene the confequences of the bite of the viper. [t may 

e fufpected that this preparation aéts mechanically by crifp- 
ing the mouths of the veffels by which the venom is taken 
up and carried into the fyftem. ‘he author accordingly 
brought this fufpicion to the teft of experiment, and proves 
it to be ill founded, for the mineral acids, the lapis in- 
fernalis, &c. fubftances equally cauftic are not equally ef- 
feCtual againft the poifon. Quicklime, moreover, when pre- 
vioufly mixed with the envenomed fluid, prevents its ufual 
ill effets. If upon fome occafions the animal died when it 
was applied, the author attributes this failure to its not hav- 
mg come in contact with the whole furface of the wound. 
We next meet with a relation of various experiments made 
with the American poifon called ticienas, and poifoned ar 
rows from the Eaft and Weft-Indies. Jf we were to lay 
the refult before our Readers, we fhould be obliged to 1e- 
peat what we have already had occafion to fay on the poifon 
of the viper. When mixed with the blood, the pernicious 
effeéts of thefe poifons were conftantly produced; but 
when applied to the nerves, they appeared to be harmlefs. 

But the mode of a€tion of the American poifon feems ' 
be different. The venom of the viper evidently coagulates 
the blood, the American poifon does not deftroy its fluidity, 
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but it produces a morbid alteration’on the lungs. Our 
Readers may recollect that the very fame phenomenon was 
obferved in thofe experiments with laurel water which were 
fuggefted by the murder of Sir Theodofius Boughton. 
«When it is injected into the jugular vein, fays the au- 
thor,” it is difficult to imagine how it comes to deftroy the 
animal fo fuddenly. It no fooner touches the breaft than 
tlie animal ceafes to live; nor is it more eafy to conceive 
why it proves fo foon fatal to cold animals, which live when 
the fluids'no longer circulate; they however ftruggle longer 
azainft the poifon than hot animals. Yet the alteration, 
produced by the poifon on the blood, occafions greater dif- 
order in the former clafs than the ftoppage of the circula- 
tion. 

As death fo foon follows the introduétion of the poifon 

into the blood, one may fufpect that there exifts in this 
fluid fome aétive, volatile, and fubtle principle, fuch as the 
eve cannot perceive, even when sided by the microfcope. 
This principle muft according to the hypothefis be neceflary 
to life, and at the fame time the fubje& of the action of the 
poifon. : 
We hall be more inclined to gdopt this fuppofition, it 
we confider that the poifon of the viper prevents the coagu- 
lation of extravafated blood, while it produces the very con- 
trary effe€t upon that which is contained in the veffels. 
Hence it would feem that fomething muft evaporate when it 
is expofed to the air. 

The Reader will doubtlefs remark the coincidence of this 
fuppofition with the opinion of Mr. Hunter, concerning 
the vitality of the blood, but let him alfo remark its infuf- 
ficiency to explain the caufe of the death of fome cold ani- 
mals. The frog, the toad, and the water newt live long 
after all their blood has been evacuated Nay what is ftill 
more furprizing, the Abbé Spallanzani, after having emp- 
ned the veffels of thefe animals buried them in fnow; they 
became torpid; and when he had expofed them again to a 
proper degree of heat, they recovered juft as well as thofe 
which had fuftained no lofs of their fluids; from this fine 
experiment it appears that the fuppofition of any principle 
neceflary to life in the blood is repugnant to direct faéts. 
_Wehave next two memoirs on the lauro-cerafus. An atro- 
cious action committed in this country a few years ago, ren- 
dered this plant an object of general attention, and fome 
enquiries were inftituted concerning the effects of the pro- 
duéts obtained by diftillation from the leaves, and they 
pores that they were violently poifonous. From Mr. 

ontana’s memoirs, we learn the fame thing. He wes - 
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firtt inclined to think that when the fpirit was imyected into 
the blood vetlels "9 was imoxious, buat fubtequent ex- 
peruments related im the fupplement obhged him to change 
his opinion. 

The action of oprum has been a fertile fubje& of difpute 
among medical and pbyfhological writcrs. No fubject is 
more interefting to the health of mankind, and none there- 
fore can more properly engage the attention of ph wofophers, 
Thefe confiderations influenced our author to endeavour to 
decide by numerous experiments this long debated queftion. 
As fpirit of wine is the beft folvent of opium, and on this 
account generally given along with it, he judicioufly deter- 
mined to obferve its effeéts at the fame time. 

It appears from his experiments, that opium when diflolv- 
ed in water is capable of deftroying hot animals*, but its 
effects are more fpeedy and certain when it is diffolved ; 
fpirit of wine. In this cafe they are produced in ee 
meafure by the menftruum, which indeed 1s itfelf capable of 
producing them. 

Cold animals, a clafs of beings more trritable and more 
tenacious of i:fe exhibited the fame phenomena. Opium 
diflolved in water killed them, but not fo foon as when dii- 
folved mm fpirit ef wine, or {pirit of wine alone. 

‘Fhe leech, a fingular fpecies of animal, and different from 
every other, both wath refpect to its organs and its vite! 
funétions, was killed by immerfion in fpirit of wine, and 
both the fpiritous 2nd aqueous folution of opium. Whea 
the author plunged one half of the animal in fpirit of wine, 
it loit all power of motion in that part ina fhort time; the 
refult was the fame whether the head or tail was immerfed. 
The folutions of opium hkewife produced the fame effect. 

The refults of tke author’s experiments upon the a 
of cold animals were very different. Upon the whale 
does not appear that opium leffens the irritability af that or- 
gan, when smmediately applied to it. 

Mr. Fontana next attempted to afcertain whether opium 
acts upon the nerves. When it was applied to the brain of 
frogs either in a fpiritous or aqueous folution it proved fatal, 
but {pirit of wine alone produced this effect more fpeedily- 

Of his experiments upon the nerves the moft decifive are 
the following. He laid bare the crural nerves of 300 frogs, 
and having cut them off clofe to the vertebra, he fep arated 
them by a dexterous diffection from all the favielecsding 





* OF ten guinea pigs-which were forced to twallow the folution 
ouly two died, though none efcaped when it was injected into the 
inteitines or cellular fubitance, 
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parts, being all the while careful not to injure the organiza- 


tion of the nerve. |The loofe ends of the nerves were put 
into two fimal! glafs caplules, of which one was filled with 
the aqueous folution of opium, and the other with water in 
order to ferve as a term of comparifon. The 300 frogs 
were divided into ten clafles with refpe& to the ti me of the 
continuance of the experiment, which for the frit clafs was 
ten minutes, for the other twenty and fo on. 

The crural nerves of the firft clafs, both thofe immerfed tn 
opium and thofe immmerfed in water were ftinulated, and the 
mufcles of the legs on both fides contracted with apparently 

ual force and vivacity; this was the cafe in all the other 
clailes. After the expiration of ninety minutes, very few 
of the nerves were fenfible to the ftimulus. And in the laft 
clafs the mufcles were motionlefs whatever pains were taken 
in fimulating the nerves. 

Thefe well-contrived experiments are fucceeded by an ac- 
count of the effects produced by injetting the aqueous folu- 
tion of opium into the blood veflels of rabbets ; this treat- 
ment eccafions upor, convulfions, and finally death. The 
fame effe&s are produced by wine and diluted {pirit of wine. 

Thefe numerous experiments lead the author to deny the 
immediate action of opium on the nerves; they prove in 
his opinion, that it exerts its power immediately on the 
blood, independently of the nerves. He profefics a total 
difregard to the opinion of thofe who, unwilling to admit 
the direct confequences of his experiments, fhall ict about to 
invent new hypothetes in fupport of eftablifhed prejudices. 

It is aflerted by Dr. Whiyit, that opium deftroys fenfation 
and motion in frogs from which the heart has been cat 
away juft as well as in OFFS 5 but that where the head 1s 
cut off and the fpinal marrow deftroyed, the faine d orug pro- 
duces le(s confiderable and tefs fpeedy effects. Our author 
replies that the firft propofition is altogether falfe, sal that 
the fecond, fuppofing it to be true, w ould prove nothing, be- 
caufe, by the deftruétion of the brain and spinal m urOW, the 
{yftem may be fo difordered, as to prevent the effects pro- 
duced by opium in a ftate of health from taking place. And 
when he-brought this obje€tion to the teft of experiment, he 
found that the fac was not true; for having deftroved the 
brain and fpinal marrow of feveral frogs by means of a 
large pin, introduced through a little aperture in the cranium, 
he obferved the fame phanomena from the exhibition of 
opium in thefe, as in thofe which had received no injury. 

The author’s various experiments upon the nerves very 
naturally lead him to reflections on the modern fyitems of 
pathology, in which thofe organs occupy fo dittinguithed a 

iiation. 
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ftation. As fuch refleftions are the mott valuable fruit of 
experiments, we fhall fele&t fome of the moft ftriking para- 
graphs and lay them at full length before our Readers. 

** We have then, concludes Mr. Fontana, from fome obfer- 
Vations which would take up too much {pace, if we were to 
tranicribe them, every fymptom of nervous complaints, and 
yet we are certain the nerves are not affected. We alfo tec 
convulfive motions excited by caufes that appear to act onl, 
on the fluids, and are without effet upon the nerves in 
whatever way they are applied. Al! thefe fymptoms do not 
. therefore warrant us to pronounce a difeafe to be nervous. 

‘* But there is an argument which leaves no fubterfuge to 
the moft determined prejudice. All motions whether vo. 
luntary or fpontaneous, which are excited by means of 
the nerves, are conftantly and neceflarily roduced by itimu- 
lating the nerves that fupply the organs of thofe movements. 

T his law extends alike to every mufcle, to every nerve, and 
to every animal, and admits no exception. We have then 4 
certain rule, a fure principle, and an infallible criterion of the 
nature of thefe motions. 

‘* In the paffions and nervous complaints, the heart is more 
affected than any other organ ; and on this alteration depend 
the various morbid changes, which ufually follow. Open 
the thorax of a cold animal, (for in them the experiment 
more certainly fucceeds than in hot ones, though the refult 
is the fame in both,) and ftimulate in whatever manner you 
pleafe the nerves that go to the heart; you will find that 
this mufcle wil] not quicken its motion, nor begin to con- 
tract anew if it is at reft; yet the flighteft infringement 

againtt its fibres will produce this effect. You may thrutt 
pins into the vertebral canal, you may tear in pieces the 
{pinal marrow and the brain, but the heart will not be af- 
fected. ‘The nerves therefore that go to the heart. are not in 
any way the organs of its motion, though they perform 
this fun&ion with refpe& to every other mufcle. They 
cannot then caufe in the heart any vifible alteration, what- 
ever affections the mind may experience. The faét is cer- 
tain, the experiment is direét; it would befides be a contra- 
diction to affert that the motion of the heart is owing to 
the nerves, and that the nerves cannot excite this motion, 
which experiment fhews.” 

‘* T am aware, fays he in another place, that it is gene- 
rally fuppofed that opium introduced into the ttomach, pro- 
duces effeé&ts which are not obferved when it is ‘applied to 
other parts. But how can we be fure, allowing the fact to 
be true that a fluid exifting only in that vifcus is not abfo- 


hutely neceflary to detach the moft active particles * It has, I 
know 
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know been faid that opium applied immediately to the 
mutcles, produces palfy inthem, but I remember to have 


‘oblerved many years ago, that this was rather owing to the 


{pirit of wine in which the opium was diffolved, for the 
henomenon did not appear when it was diffolved in water. 
fhe experiment is interefting and defers+s to be repeated, 
which | will take care to do, and the rather fince the ay- 
thority of Monro may be quoted in oppofition to me. 

‘The living body has unknown powers and principles. 
Though the nature and mechanifm of them is not under- 
ftood, the neceffity of admitting them is apparent, Igno- 
rance of truth may be confidered as an evil, but to believe 
what is falfe is a itill gueater evil. Men are not in hatte 
to deduce erroneous confequences from what is unknown, 
but error neceflarily {prings from error.” 

** IT do not hope to undeceive thofe who are prejudiced in 
favour of a principle, which is the more readily applicable 
to fyftems of medicine as itis vague and obfcure. I know 
that itis of great fervice to thofe who follow the profeffion. 
Such is the characteriftic of obfcure and indeterminate hy- 
pothefes; they may be adapted to every thing, becaufe they 
can be modified according to every particular cafe; but it 
is this very circumiftance which ought to render them fuf- 
picious. 

‘+ | mutt however, exempt from this cenfure feveral very 
able phyficians, who have candidly owned that my experi- 
ments render the nature of nervous diforders very doubt- 
ful. I willonly name the firit of Englith phyficians, the 
celebrated Pringle, who told me ‘* that he had never firmly 
believed in nervous difeafes, and that he fhould now pay lefs 
regard to them than ever.” 

From the author’s experiments it appears that the nerves 
are fometimes reproduced. The work concludes with a 
number of microfcopical obfervations on different parts of 
the body. The nerves are compofed, according to Mr. 
Fontana, of tranfparent cylinders, which appear to be full 
of a mucous fubitance. The mufcular and tendinous cy- 
linders are much fmaller and feem to be folid; the ultimate 
cylinders of the nerves have alfo another charatteriftic, they 
have an undulated ftructure, whereas the flefhy cylinders 
are tolerably ttreight. 

The reader will be curious to know the fentiments of 
our author, concerning the opinion of Dr. Monro, on th: 
ftra&ture of the nerves. Hearing, when in England, that 
the Edinburgh Profeffor had been employed on this fubject, 
He wrote to him twice in terms of great refpect, but for 
Whatever reafon no anfwerwas returned, He was therefore 

obliged 
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obliged to fatisf, himfeif with the notice of his obfervation 
that was publiihed in the Medical Commentaries. ke 
teats the opinion of Dr. Monro as errencous, but men. 
tions him wijth politenefs and candour, while he relate 
his own obfervations with the firmnefs of a man who has in. 
veftigated his fu»je€t with care and without prejudice. The 
fource of the error of the Britifh anatomiit even appear 
frcm our author’s firft obfervations. What appeared band 
to Fontana, Monro might confider as a convoluted ttructure, 
If what the former has advanced fhall be confirmed by future 
obfervers, we may venture to fuppofe that the unequal te. 
flection of the light caufed by the eminences and depreflions 
ariing from the windings of the nervous cylinders occa. 
fioned this illufory appearance, a fuppofition which the fi 
gu res in the work before us render highly probable. As Dr. 

lonro’s notions have been {pread through Europe, it was 
proper to take notice of Mr. Fontana’s ‘obfervations upon 
them, but it would be uncandid, if we did not remark that 
wn his publication he has relinquifhed what ‘he advanced in 
his lectures. 

The numerous experiments and obfervations, of which 
we have thus endeavoured to convey the.mott material conte- 
quences. to our readers, will amply reward the moft atten. 
tentive perufal. Yet it may be obferved that they rather tend 
to render old doétrines fufpicious, than to enrich philofophy 
with new truths. But they will not the Icis contribute to 
improve that ufefui fcience; they will fuggeft doubt, and 
doubt will give rife to enquiry, and enquiry will lead to cer- 
tainty. “They will lay thofe numerous retainers of philofo- 
phy, who cherith the vain hope of unfolding the pheno- 
mena of nature by conjecture and fpeculation, under the ne- 
ceflity of imagining new hypothefes. Such will therefore 
queftion fome ‘of the faéts and explain away others. But un- 
{upported reafoning will not much avail againft the maker 
of 6000 experiments, and againft one who is not only pa- 
tient in repeating, but ingenious in varying his interroga- 
tions of nature. 

‘The author intimates a defign of publifhing feveral other 
works foon, and among others, a colle&tion of microicopical 
obfervations, in whi ch the form of the particles of the 
blood will be determined. This difficult gueftion bas 
employed and divided obfervers ever fince the days of the 
inventor of microfcopes. We may hope that it will at lait 
be decided by him, cujus fummo i ingenio, in the opinion of 


Haller himfelf, nihil difficile eft. 
ArT. 
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Art. XV. Lettre de M. le Compte Morozxo a M. Macquer, fur la 
Decompofition du gax Mephitique, SS du gax Nitreux, 4to. Turin, 
22 pp- 


A Letter fron; the Count Morozzo to Mr. Macquer, concerning 
the Decompofition of fixed and nitrous Air. 


HE obje& of the noble writer of this letter was to dif- 

cover the caufe of the abforption of different elattic 
fluids, by heated charcoal. We may remind our readers, 
that the abforption of fixed air is total; in thofe fpecies 
which contain an acid principle it is very confiderable ; in 
atmofpherical and phlogifticated air it amounts to about a 
quarter, while of inflammable as well as dephlogifticated air 
there is very little abforbed. The refult of fome experi- 
ments undertaken by Count Morozzo, in order to afcertain 
the exact quantity of each, will be found in our Review 
for February 1783. 

The author fuipe&ted that poffibly fome particles of the 
mercury through which the heated charcoal is introduced into 
the elaftic fluid might be fublimed and that the acid part of 
the fluid might be attracted by it in this ftate of extreme 
divifion. But he has found by experiment that the pheno- 
mena in queftion originate from the combination of the 
acid part of the elaftic fluid with the inflammable principle 
emitted by the charcoal during its burning. Thefe experi- 
ments he promifes to publifhin Rozier’s journal. > 

The refult of thote related in this letter is as follow : 

The firft. experiment confifted in boiling an ounce of 
mercury in a matras to which was affixed a bladder con-- 
taining four pints of fixed air. In ten hours the furface of 
the metal was calcined ; the colour was chiefly violet 
though it was in fome places of adullred ; but the bottom 
of the veffel was of a bright red and refembles precipi- 
late per fe. 

Three-quarters of the air were abforbed ; it was no longer 
mephitic, a candle burned in it with a brighter light than in 
the pureft atmofpherical air. 

In the fecond experiment, an ounce of lead was put into 
aretort, which communicated with a bladder full of fixed 
air, and the fame quantity of lead was put into another re- 
tort, the mouth of which was left open. 

_After the firft retort had been heated red hot for fome 
time, feven-eights of the fixed air were found to have been 
abforbed and in what remained a candle burned with a 
dazzling light. In this retort there was four times as much 
calx of lead as in the other; it was of a yellow colour with 
ared {pot here and there. 


Enc. Rey. Vol. III. Feb. 1784. I Thefe 
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Thete experiments were repeated with the fame event. 
In the author’s opinion they folve the famous problem con. 
cerning precipitate per /e. This calx as is well known to 
chemifts cannot be obtained without a communication 
with the air. An operation of feveral months is requifite 
in order to obtain it. ‘This happens, becaufe it is not the 
whole of the atmofpherical air that combines with the mer- 
cury ; thefe experiments feem to indicate that it is the aerial 
acid only which floats in the atmofphere that acts on the 
metal. Hence Count Morozzo prediéts that it will be im- 
poffible to obtain in dephlogifticated air this precipitate from 
mercury or acalx of lead. 

The chemical reader will at once perceive that thefe ex- 
periments do not feem eafily reconcileable with thofe well 
known ones, by which depholgiftcated air 1s obtained from 
precipitate per fe and minium, when they are expofed to 
heat. But we have not as yet the key to thofe phenomena, 
and there are many other experiments belonging to this 
fubjeét well authenticated and yet in apparent contradiction 
with others that have the fupport of authority not lefs re- 
{peCtable. 

In the third experiment, an ounce of mercury was put 
in a matras to which was fattened a bladder furnifhed witha 
cock, full of nitrous air extracted from iron filings. As 
foon as the key of the cock was turned, the author perceived 
orange-coloured vapours which were occafioned by the 
combination of the nitrous with the atmofpherical air. At] 
the fame inftant the furface of the metal loft its f{plendor 
and was covered with a pellicle like that of faafed lead. 
Frefh nitrous air being introduced occafionally into the 
matras, the mercury was converted into a grey calx in leis 
than a quarter of an hour. 

‘¢ It is remarkable, obferves Count Morozzi, that as th 
mercury was reduced to a calx, the nitrous vapours acted 
Jefs and leis apparent ; they totally difappeared as foon a 
the whole quantity was calcined ; upon opening the matras 
and admitting the atmofpherical air I could not perceive 
that any frefh. ones were formed, nor was the {malleit odour 
of nitrous acid perceptible. 

‘¢ When the matras was expofed to a gentle heat the calx 
turned to a deep yellow colour, then to an olive, then toa 
yellow, next to an orange and afterwards to a rofe colou’, 
and laftly, toa deep red, at which inftant it became tru? 
red precipitate and was beginning to be reduced when I re- 
moved it from the fire. 

‘* At the inftant the calx began to pafs from the deep green 


to the other colours, the nitrous vapours again appearc’ 
and 
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and did not ceafe till the red precipitate was completely 
formed.” 

The author next repeated the experiment, carefully ex- 
luding the atmofpherical air, the calx was not now fo foon 
‘ormed ; there was an abforption of two cubic inches, if we 
‘ Peunderttand him rightly, and a candle introduced into the 
eiduum was extinguifhed but not fo foon as in ni- 
trous air. 
¥ The calx when expofed to heat paffed through the 
fame gradation of colours, and as before became red preci- 
N Bpitate, which afforded dephlogiiticated air. 

' Thefe experiments in the author’s opinion fhew, that 
: his gas is acid, contrary to what feveral chemifts fuppote ; 


Mor it is by virtue of this property that it ats on the 
M Mmercury. Its extreme concentration feems to require that 
to 


ome mechanical means fhould be ufed in order to render 
t capable of producing its effects, juft as with the vitrio- 
ic acid in order to enable it to diffolve iron. 

The calcination of mercury, he thinks, proves clearly 
he acidity of nitrous air. The yellow vapours and the 
hanges of colour indicate only the expuifion of the acid 
vith which the mercury is faturated. It pafles through the 
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14 Bjame gradations of colour when red precipitate is procured 
. by means of nitrous acid. The fame phenomenon is_pre- 
,; ented by martial vitriol, which ts of a green hue when the 
the 


ron is faturated with acid; but in proportion as that is 
iffipated, it is obferved to pafs through thele feveral {hades 


dor Hil! it becomes red and is converted into colcothar. 


a. Hi The author next was defirous of afcertaining whether 
the here is any difference in mercurial precipitates obtained by 
leis as procured from chalk by nitrous inftecad of vitriolic 
eid. 

the Operating in the fame manner with this gas upon an ounce 
am: Wf mercury, he obferved the fame phenomena. ‘The cal- 
n  BBination was fo foon effected that the author fufpe&ted the 
«8 ’s thus obtained to be nitrous and not fixed air, and when 
eve 


* mixed the refiduum with atmofpherical air, he obferved 
range-coloured vapours, though not fo bright as thofe pro- 
ued by nitrous air obtained trom iron. He concludes, 
irefore that Dr. Prieftley and others when thev affirmed 
at fixed air was to be obtained from chalk with all the 
ids they ought to have excepted the nitrous acid.* 


our 
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een * It is probuble that the Count was miiled bv his fy itemati- 
wl doGrine, when he afferted [pare 18) azainft D:. Pricttey and 
vm i her philofophers, that chalk — nitrous acid, gives not fixed 
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It were to be wifhed that the author had not paffed fy 
lightly over this point. Perhaps fome bitumen or other 
inflammable matter might have been mixed among the cal. 
careous earth which he employed. This fufpicion is con. 
firmed by his confeffion that there was a mixture of fixe 
air with the nitrous. 

‘‘ The refults, he continues, of thefe experiments lead 
me to fufpeét that nitrous acid and phlogifton are not the 
only conftituent parts of nitrous air; for in this cafe of 
the calcination of mercury, either the gas could not have 
been entirely iaturated with phlogifton, fince it could 
moreover take up that of the metal; or elfe, the calcinati- 
on of metals cannot be owing folely to the privation of that 
principle, but alfo to their combination with an acid, 
which I confider as the more probable opinion.” 

In confirmation of this, he obferves, ‘‘ that the metallic 
calces turn tinéture of turnefol red, and that this effed 
would have been found to be produced by precipitate per /; 
if it had been tried before it acquires its intenfe red colour in 
which ftate it is probably deftitute of acid.” 

It follows that the calcination of metals in the open air 
muft be owing to an acid floating there. 

He does not confider the dephlogifticated air afforded by 
red precipitate procured by means of fixed air, as any objetti- 
on, fince fixed air is acid, and the calx made by it is fo 
too. 

Count Morozzo does not think it neceflary to have re- 
courfe to the fuppofition of the exiftenceof nitrous acid, or 
its conftituent parts in the atmofphere, in order to explain 
the formation of precipitate per fe; nor is it neceflary to 
fuppofe that its property of affording dephlogifticated air, 
which is alfo afforded by red precipitate as well as other me- 
tallic calces and earths, when treated with the nitrous acid, 
is derived from this acid, fince the fame gas may be o- 
tained from fome fubftances of the mineral kingdom when 
treated with the vitriolic, marine, arfenical and phofphoric 
acids, as appears: from the fine experiments of Landriani 
and Mofcati. 

We have been more full in our account of this publica- 
tion than its bulk may feem to require, becaufe it appeaied M pi 

‘ to contain fome things worthy of the attention of the che- 
mift, and becaufe it will not probably be procured in thi 
country without great difficulty. If any of our reads i 


—_— | 










— 


— ee ot cme mt eee | oe 


—_— ee 


din Eon a 


ow ss 





air, but nitrous air, This certainly is not the cafe ; which eve! J in 


one may afcertain, as I did. myfelf, the other day, making th® 


experiment. Maceitan., 
fhal 
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fhall be gratified with this extract, it is proper to inform 
them that they are indebted for the pleafure they may receive 
to Mr. Mieafiar, agentleman, by whofe extenfive corre{- 

ndence and communicative difpofition, we have been 


aa 8 





fore enabled to lay feveral curious pieces of information 
| Be before the public. 

A written note in the laft page announces the fpeedy 
ublication of a work by the Count de Saluces on perman- 
[pp catly elaftic fluids. | 
| = 
‘ MONTHLY CATALOGUE 
, For FEBRUARY, 1784. it 
; | MISCELLANEOUS. 4 
tH Art. 16. Damon and Delia. A Tale. 12mo. 3s. Hookham. 
if HIS little volume we beg leave to recommend to our readers 
n as indifputably fuperior to the common run of novels. 


Tnough diminutive in bulk, the author has attempted to mix in it 
it He the two different ftyles, of tragic and comic writing. His tra- 

gedy, however, may be fafely perufed, by the moft tender female, 
yy fee in the moft gloomy folitude. We will allow it the praife of elo- 
j. BEE quence, but we cannot admit, that it is calculated to rack the 
fy ee Beart with anxiety; or bedew the check with tears. In his comedy 
he is more fuccefsful. ‘Through the whole progrefs of the work, 
however, he appears evidently to play with his readers. He pre- 
fents to us the image of a hero, buriéd in the mock engagement 
of atournament, who fports with his weapons, and puts forth but 
i half his ftrength. His compolition may be charaéterifed as 
to He litely gay, and elegantly trifling. His fmooth and well-turned pe- 
it, fe Mods win imperceptibly upon the man of tafte, and leave him 
e- Me perhaps, more interefted and attached to the-agreeable author, than 
id, Me te laboured fallies, and ftudied exertions, of more celebrated 
he Me Writers. It is but juftice however to confefs, that, in two or three 
oa We Pallages, we were ftruck with an imitation of the ingenious author 

" & of Cecilia. 

The following fpecimen will probably convince our readers, of 
the ability of the writer in the line of phiofophical fenfibility, 
though he has rarely indulged a vein of this kind. 
ca- ‘Mr. Godfrey was not born to afiluent circumfances. At a 
red proper age he had been placed at the univerfity of Oxford, and 
he- ere it was that he commenced his acquaintance with Damon. At 
his ME Oxford his abilties had been univerfully admired. His public ex- 
crs A S'Cules, though public exercifes by their very nature ought to be 

dull, had in them many of thofe fallies, by which his difpofiti- 
on was characterifed, and much of that fuperiority, which he 
" indifputably poflefled above his contemporaries. But though ad- 
tae mired, he was not courted. In our public.places of education, 
fr a wide difference is ftudioufly preferved betwecm young men of 
; 13 fortune 
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fortune, and young men that have none. But Mr. Godfrey he 
a itiffnefs and unpliablenefs of temper, that did not eafily bend y 
the fubmiion that was expected of him. He could neither flat 
a blockhead, nor pimp for a peer. He loved his friend indee 
with unbounded warmth, and it was impoflible to furpafs him i 
gencroufnefs and liberality. But he hada proud imtegrity, thy 
whifpered him, with a language not to be controuled, that he wa 
the inferior of no man. 

* He was deftined for the profeffion of a divine,.and having 
nifhied his ftudies, retired upon a curacy of forty pounds a yeur, 
His ambition was grievoufly mortified at the ob{curity in which b 
was plunged; and his great talents, in fpite of real modetty, 
forcibly convinced him, that this was not the ftation for which ne 
ture had formed him. But he had an enthufiafm of virtue, that led 
him fora time to overlook thefe difadvantages. ‘* I am going,’ 
faid he, ** among fcenes of unvitiated nature. Iwill form th: 
** peafant to generolity and fentiment. I wilt teach laborious in 
duftry to lock without afperity upon thofe above them. I wil 
be the friend and the father of the meaneft of my flock. TF wil 
give fweetnefs and beauty tothe moft rugged {cenes. ‘The mar, 
that banifhes envy and imtroduces contentment; the man, the 
** converts the little circle in which he dwells into a_terrettrial u- 
* radife, that renders men innocent here, and happy forever, may 
*€ be ob’cure, may be defpifed by the fupercilioulnets of luxury; 
** but it fhall never be faid, that he has been a blank in 
** creation. The fupreme being will regard him with a com 
** placency which he will deny to kings, that opprefs, and cor: 
** querors thatdeftroy the work of his hands.” 

© Such were the fuggettions of youthful imagination. But M: 
Godtrey prefently found the truth of that maxim, as paradoxic:! 
as it is indifputable, that the heart of man is naturally hard and 
unantiable. He conduéted himfelf in his new fituation with th: 
moit unexceptionable propriety, and the moft generous beneve- 
lence. But there were men in hisaudience, who loved better to 
criticife, thanto be amended ; and women, who felt more complacet 
cy in feandal, than eulogium. Hediipleafed the one by difappoint 
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ing them ; it was impoitlble to difappoint the other. He laboured 


unremittedly, but his labours returned to him void. * And is it fo 
*© this,” faid he, ** that I have facrificed ambition, and_ bund 
* talents ? Is humility to be rewarded only with mortification / 
«* obfcurity and retirement the favourite feene of uneafinefs, of i” 
6 gratitude, and impertinence ? They fhall be no longer my tor 
** ment? In no fcene can I meet with a more fcanty fuccefs.” 

‘ He now obtained a recommendation to be private tutor to th 
children of a nobleman. ‘This nobleman was celebrated for t 
politenefs of his manners and the elegance of his tafte. It ws 
his boatt and his ambition to be contidered as the patron of men 0! 
letters. With his profpect therefore in this connection, M° 
Godirey was perfectly fatisfied. ‘ I fhail no longer,” 1 
he, ** bethe flave of ignorance, and the victim of infentor 
“* jity. My talents perhaps may point mea ftep higher than“ 
* the bufineis of forming the minds of youth. But, at leail, &% 


66 youll 
d 


~~ - 


~~ *§ ee oe >: & 


we ll el ee ee 


-_ 


 —_—_— -— -— - - eee 


res ee hut 


— o~« — 


SS Se ~~ Oe 





Montuty Catrarocur. Mifellaneous. 135 


« youth under my care are deftined to fill the moft confpicuous fta- 
«tions in future life. If propitious fortune might have raifed me 
« to the character of a ftatefman ; deprefied by adverfity, I may 

‘yet have the honour of moulding the mind, and infuling gene- 

« rofity into the heart of a future itatefman. I have heard the fe: 

« cond fon of my patron celebrated for the early promifes of ca- 

“ pacity. To unfold the germs of genius, to direct them in the 

* path of general happinefs, 1s an employment by no means un- 

“ worthy of a philofopher.” 

‘In this fituation, Mr. Godfrey, however, once more looked 
for pleafure and found difappointment. The nobleman had more 
the affectation of a patron, than any real enthufiafin in the caufe of 
literature. ‘The abilities of Mr. Godfrey were univerfally ac- 
knowledged ; and fo long as the novelty remained, he was caretled, 
honoured, and diftinguithed. In a fhort time, however, he was 
completely forgotten by the patron, in the hurry of diffipation, 
and the purfuits of an unbounded ambition. His eldeft care was 
univerfally confetled ttupid and impracticable. And in the younger 
he found nothing but the prating forwardnefs of a boy that had 
been flattered, without fentiment, and without meaning. Her 
ladyfip treated Mr. Godfrey with fupercilioufnefs, as’an intrader 
ather lord’s table. ‘The fervants caught the example, and thowed 
him a diftinction of neglect, which the exquilitenefs of his fenfibility 
would not permit him to defpife.’ 

We could wifh that the, author of this eflay would try his 
hand in a larger and more regular performance. If we are not mif- 
taken, his talent lics in the pathetic. There are indeed one or 
two happy ftrokes of wit, in his attempts in comedy, but he has 
never been able to delineate a firft rate character of humour, or 
tohit upon thofe nicer and lefs perceptible lines that conftitute the 
moit re(pectable fpecies of the vis comica,’ 

Art. 17. Zhe London Literary Lyceum; or an Affembly and 
Correfpondence . ettablithed at London, for promoting the Union 
and facilitating the Communication of Intelligence between the 
Literati of all Nations, and for the Publication of an Account of 
the actual State of the Arts and the Sciences in England, under 
the Direction of J. P. Briffur de Warville. 8vo. 

The fcheme detailed in this pamphlet is very magnificent ; and 
we could wifh that it were carried fuccefsfully intoexecution : for it 
would contribute in the greateft degree to promote and extend hu- 
man knowledge, and ferve powerfully to exiinguifi fuperttitions and 
prejudices of every kind. As a {pecimen of the intentions as well as 
of the ability of Monf. Briflot de Warville, we fhall fubmit to our 
teaders the following particulars. | 

* One of the cautes, by which the progrefs of fcience has been 
retarded, is the want of communication between the learned of dif- 
ferent countries. Des Cartes might perhaps have never written 
his romance of the Vortices, if he had been acquainted with Ba- 
con ; if he had known or read’ his eflay on the Rettoration of the Sci- 
ences. A work may be publifhed in England, whofe fubject is al- 
teady exhaufted in France; a learned German may bettow im- 
menfe pains on a refearch, which he would fpare himfclf by con- 
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fulting the Philofophical Tranfaéctions ; and there are works which 
we amufe ourfelves by confuting here, after they are forgotten in 
the country that produced them. Bring all the literary men of 
ail nations together ; make them acquainted with all the works 
that are extant, and there will be fewer books, fewer refearches, 
fewer ufelefs experiments, and lefs time facrified in dettroying an 
edifice already in ruins. ‘The advances made by our predeceiiors, 
or by our contemporaries, will be no longer loft to us. In a 
word, we fhall advance more eafily and rapidly, towards gene- 
ral truth, becaufe we fhall be better acquainted with particular 
facts. 

* Now that the fciences are no longer built upon hypothefis, 
but on facts ; when thefe faéts, though neceffary to be known in or- 
der to deduce general confequences, are difperfed in every corner 
ot the univerfe; would it not be a means of accelerating the pro- 
grefs of thefe fciences, to eftablifh a central point to which every 
thing relating to them may be directed, and trom whence the ray 
of light that came trom a fingle place may be reflected, and every 
where extend its power of illumination ? Thus the difcovery of a 
2ew acid made at Stockholm, may even in its infancy ftrike the 
chymi{t of Philadelphia, or Madras, and infpire him with the idea 
of new experiments : Experiments, that made under another climate 
on bodies produced by a different foil, may perhaps be attended 
with new refults. It is thus that all the parts of the world will 
mutually enlighten each other, and that the reflected ray may be- 
come more brilliant, and even generative at the point of reper: 
cuffion. 

‘ This correfpondence would fall fhort of its defign, if it were 
too much extended or applied to objects beyond its reach. Its li- 
mits ought to be circumteribed by thofe of the foreign connections 
of the country in which it is placed. Hence it follows, that it 
will be extended in the fame proportion, and, confequently, that 
the country the beft adapted to its eftablifhment, mutt be that whofe 
commerce connects and brings it, as it were in contact with every 
part of the univerfe. Such a place is London. It is a fact, whofe 
caufes we are not here to feek, that this city is, and muft long con- 
tinue to be the rendezvous of all the nations of the earth. Its port 
is conftantly crouded with thips from all parts of the world. Is 
there any other city which can offer the fame advantages ? Here tt 
is that commerce may be rendered fubfervient to the promotion ot 
Science, and the fame fhip that carries the Eaft India Company’s 
orders to Calcutta, may likewife carry the new inftruments or the 
new work, and may bring back the Indian book tor the Student ot 
Gottingen, or the profeflor of oriental Languges at Paris. ‘This is 
but one example out of thoufands equally obvious. 

* Let us turn our attention from the immenfe and extended connec- 
tions of Britain to the treafures it inclofes in its bofsm, Treatures, 
whofe prodigious mats ftrike the imagination, efpecially thole pro- 
duced in Scotland*; a kingdom long enamoured of literature t 





* Scotland poffefies a great number of learned men, whofe works 
are an honour to Great Britain. Such are Robertfon, Smith, Bla, 


Beattie, Fergufon, &c. 


Tieaf ures 
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Treafures often unkoown and loft to the reft of Europe, becaufe the 
diftance, the difference of language, the referve of learned men, the 
expence of particular correfpondencies, anda thoufand other ob- 
ftacles ftand in the way of their circulation. 

‘A general correfpondence, whofe direct intention is to inform 
foreigners of fuch particulars, as they might with to be informed ot 
relative to England, and toconvey fimilar information to the Englith 
re{pecting the Continent, is fubject to none of thefe obftacles. To 
give an inftance or two, Mr. Pownall and Mr. Burgefs have pub- 
iihed mew and original thoughts on Antiquity, and en the Gre- 
cian and oriental languages. An Englifh naturaliit announces the 
hiftory of two hundred new infects. Thefe difcoveries attract 
the notice of Gebelin, Heyne and Bonnet; but they cannot previ- 
gully know whether the ttn are real, whether the works 
pollefs merit, or deferve to be purchafed, and curious to anticipate 
the pleafure that may attend the purchafe, they addrefs themfelves 
tothis correfpondence ; from which, they receive an accurate ac- 
count of the work in queftion. So likewife the French hiftorian, 
who wifhes to be informed refpeGing fome antient documents, the 
geographer who is defirous of following the moft accurate maps of 
Great Britain ; the politician who feeks the beft writings concern- 
ing the conftitution ; the preceptor who is defirous of knowing the 
actual method of education ; and, in a word, every literary perfoa, 
every one who has an intereft in the ftate of literature, will find ia 
this correfpondence the inttruction they may defire. 1. Concerning 
Britain, and 2, concerning the countries with which it is principui- 
iy connected. 

* To the literati of England, we offer the fame fervices with re- 
fpect to foreign countries. Our conneétions already eftablifhed, and 
thofe, which we fhall in courte eftablifh, with the greater part of 
the literati of Europe, and with every literary fociety, will put it 
amply in our power to fatisfy their detires. 

* We addrefs ourfelves to both. To make ufe of our fervices is 
conferring an obligation upon us, as it gives us the right to expect 
returns, and extends our power of being ufeful. The only return 
we demand, is, that the itranger who-is-obliged by our means, wiil 
on his part, render the like fervicesin his own country. This re- 
ciprocation of fervices is the effence and the foundation of the pre- 
fententerprize. For, if 1 oblige at Bofton the natural philofopher 
at Paris, he acquits himfelf of the debt by obliging, on my recom- 
inendation, the philofopher of Aberdeen. ‘This part of the under- 
taking, therefore, contiits only in an exchange of fervices; an ex- 
change much more eflicacjous in its confequences, than the re- 
wards which the moft powerful priace could give to encourage mu- 
tual communications; an exchange, which is honourable, becaufe 
not founded on the fordid motives of intereft; an exchange, highly 
beneficial to the empire of letters, becauie it extends its limits co the 
extreme parts of the world ; becaufe this extenfion is made, not by 
external help, but by the proper force and influence of literature 
alone, becaufe it confolidates into one effective body the whole af- 
femblage of the learned, who are fpread over the furface of the earth, 
and becauie by means of it, the Laplander may’ find himfelt no 

longer 
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longer a ftranger, tho’ tranfplanted to Paris or Madrid ; he isa 

Frenchman, he is a Spaniard, he is a citizenof the world, for he is a 

man of letters. 

Art. 18. Poems by a Literary Society ; comprehending origi- 
nal Pieces in the feveral Walks ot Poetry. 12mo. 1s. Becket. 
This little Collection is intended for the firft Number of a pe- 

rodical publication, to be fucceflively brought forward in proporti- 
on to the quantity of materials, or the encouragement of the public. 
"The idea, we think, is by no means an unhappy one. Ata time, 
in which the tafte for poetry, to borrow the phrafeology of our 
authors, ‘ fhines forth in the zenith of attic perfection,’ fuch a re- 
ceptacle for fugitive pieces, conftantly open to the various candidates 
for the laurel crown, muft certainly be defirable. -Magazines, 
which have been hitherto the only refource of the modeft vertifier, 
are of a nature too trivial and contemptible to gratify the mott li- 
mited ambition. We therefore opened this little pamphlet with a 
prejudice in itsfavour. And whofe hopes indeed would not have 
been excited by the promifes held out? No lefs an _ inftitution, 
gentle reader, has had its commencement within a few months, than 
that, of The Council of Parnassus: a fociety which holds frequent 
meetings, (to eat beef fteaks, as we fuppofe) and criticife their mu- 
tual effays. 

But, alas! parturient montes; nafcitur ridiculus mus! Whatever 
expectations might have been formed from the united efforts of thefe 
good-natured and focial poets; with all the candour we were able 
to affume, we have not been able to find one piece in the collection 
that we coald, dona fide, recommend to our readers. As we do not 
however, with to-dictate to the world of tafte, we beg leave to pre- 
fent the following fpecimen from a performance entitled, The Source 
of Infpiration, The poet affects in his outfet, to invoke the nine, 
though it appears afterwards, from his own account, that he calls 
wpon them tor no other purpofe but to infult them. 


Hafte, then, fweet powers ! nor idly fip 
Chimeric fountof AGANIPP.— 

Alas ' the invocation’s vain, 

No /eat rewards the pompous {train ; 

Ah ! whence thefe periods, void of glow ? - 
With fallen zeal the numbers flow, 

Her name, which fhould s/pire ny fong ; 
Dies in cold languor on my tongue. 

But thou, dear object of my rhyme, 
Forgive th’ involuntary crime ; 

Forgive, that, at thy much-lov’d name 
Dark rifes the poetic fame ! 

Ah! whence the caufe, ye Mufes, fay, 
Why thus uxbeated creeps my lay ?— 
Does fume accurs’d infernal power 

With wayward faf controul the dour ? 
No, no, full well I read the caufe—— 
Fly then, dull dreod of pedant aws ; 


>» 


Fly 
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Fly then, ye vite Pierian band, [Aaglice, Bitcues 
No more the formal lay demand ;— 

I {corn from vulgar fprings to raife 

The ttores of my peculiar lays. 

Art.19. 4: familiar Addrefs to the Curious in Englifh Poetry: 
more particularly tothe Readers of Shakefpeare. By Thertites 
Literarius., 8vo. 1s. 6d. Payne. 

A mott abfurd and childifh attempt at witand critifcim. 


POLITICAL 


Art. 20. Speech to the Sun of the Political Hemijphere ; by a 

Fallen Angel. Quarto. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 

This {peech is a parody upon the celebrated addrefs. of Satan to 
the fun in the fourth book of Paradife Loft. 

Parody is, we believe, one of the various kinds of compofition, 
for which we are indebted to the Goths and Vandals of the middle 
ages. The fame great and illuttrious era gave birth at once to enig- 
me, rebules, conundrums, acrofttics, anagrams, and chronograms, 
and thoie little pieces of poctry, whofe principal beauty confitts in the 
firures of axes, wings, and eggs, which at a {mall diftance they fug- 
get to the eye. This muft be acknowledged not to be a very prepot- 
fefUng original. And for our own parts, we contefs ourfelves un- 
able to dilcover any features in parody that fhould infure to it a 
milder fate than that of the reft of its brethren. It is as little calcu- 
lated as any of them to give a loofe to genius, or to afford {cope for 
that pure and attic wit which only can deferve the countenance of 
the comic mufe. 

But inimical as we are to this fpecies of compofition in general, 
we mufi confefs that this performance has appeared to us, per- 
haps the very happieft of the numerous eflays of this kind that 
ever fell into our hands. The following {pecimen will not probably 
be thought an unfavourable one. The original we will take it 
for granted is too ttrongly impreffed upon the memory of mott of 
our readers for it to be ‘neceflary. for-us to- mark the parallel ex- 
prefions. Mr. Fox is the Lucifer of this agreeable pamphelctcer. 

Me miferable ! which way fhall 1 fly 
Th’ infinite with of my contiituents.— 
Which way I fly are duas and creditors ; 
And in St. George’s Fields a priton cell, 
Still threat’ning to devour me, opens wide, 
To which, the houfe I live in feems a palace. 
Art. 21. 4 Letter addreffed to Lord North and Mr. Fox. 

By Francis Dobbs, Efq; 5vo. is. Stockdale. | 

The fubftance of Mr. Dobbs’s letter lies in fo narrow a compafs, 
that we are not at all apprehenlive of doing him any injuttice. ‘The 
author feems to be heartily frightened; and the fubject of his terror 
is the probable ettablifhment ot what he calls, a fourth efate in the 
government of this country. This fourth ettate 1s to be conttituted 
by a connection of borough-mongers, who fet themfelves up in op- 
pofition to the king, the lords, and the people, and are endeavouring 
to pollefs themfelves of a power defpotic and uncontroulable. He 

com- 
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compares them, by a happy claffical allufion, to the three hundred 
tyrants of antiquity. ‘This is the whole marrow ot Mr. Dobbs’s 
pamphlet ; and it the reader fhould content himée!f with the account, 
without recurring to the performance itielf, his lois we conceive 
will be very frail, as it contains little more than a dry repetition 
of the fame idea, without any argument to {upport it. 

The fubject of Mr. Dobbs’s apprehenfion is not new. The fame 
objection was particularly urged againit the adminiftration of the 
Pethams in the late reign. They were the #zaitres du palais of our 
Englifh kings, and would fhortly annihilate their race, as Pepin had 
done the defcendents of Pharamond. The monarchs of Britain 
however ftill exift in defiance of thefe fagacious predictions, and 
George the Third reigns as George the Second did before him. 

But what Mr. Dobbs wants in argument, he fupplies in fervour, 
** Though my Lire fhould pay the forfeit,” exclaims this zealous 
patriot, “* I will range my little powers on the fide of the people, of 

the peers, and injured Mhjefty.” Intrepid hero! permit us the 

humane office of allaying your terrors. Though the coalition 
fhould experience an hour of infolence; and a plenitude of power, 
we will venture to ftake our little credit, that the valuable “/ of 

Mr. Dobbs will not be endangered. He goes on—‘‘ you depend 

** on a majority in the enfuing parliament, ‘who, without confider- 

*‘ ing any thing, will vote you into power,—if you have one, I 

& would advife his Majefty to inftantly diffolve it, and NeveR 

** more to call thofe borough-mongers again together. I would ad- 

** vife him then to call deputies from every city or town of confe- 

** quence in Great Britain, and throw himielf upon a generous and 

** loyal people.” 

Art. 22. The Minificrialif. By Junius. 8vo, 1s. Stockdale. 
178 
Ve fatts ftated by this author apply feverely againft the coalition, 

particularly to two gentlemen, Metirs. Fox and Burke: but thefe 
derive no advantage frons any art of the author; he is an unfkillful 
writer. He at firft aflumes the air of i irony; but vehemence and 
refentment break through the ill fupported difguife, and the writer 
forgets that he profefied, not to be paffionate, but pleafant. 

Art. 23. Impartial Confiderations on a Bill now depending in 
Parkawe, for cfabl, hing certain Regulations for the better Manage- 
ment of the Territories, Revenues, and Cammerce of this Kingdom in 
the Ea/i-Indies, To which ate added, fome Remarks on the pro- 
pofed Surrender of the Company’s Charter. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 
1783. 
the. author of thefe Confiderations is not ambitious of having 

it faid, that the obfervations contained in his pertormance are 

novel and original. His objeét is truth, in whatever form it may 

refent itfelf to his view-—He fets out with a reprefentation of the 
abufes in the adminiitration of the Eaft-India Company’s affairs, 
and the neceflity of a reformation. He then anfwers to the objcc- 
tions that have been made, or may be made, to the plan of reform 
propofed by Mr. Fox. On thefe objections he makes feveral 


plaufidle obfervations, ove or twe of which have not occurred to 
us 
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us in perufing that endlefs variety of pamphlets to which the Eaft- 

India bill has given birth. . 

Art. 24. An Authentic Account of the Debates in the livufe of 
Lords, on Tuefday, December 9, Monday, December 15, and Wedne/= 
day, December 17, 1783. On the Bill ** for eftablithing certain 
Regulations for the better Management of the Territories, Reve- 
nues, and Commerce of this Kingdom in the Eaft-Indies.” To 
which is added an accurate Lift of the Divifions both on Monday 
and Wednefday. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Debrett. 

The writer or compiler of thefe Debates accounts for his publi- 
cation of them from the deficiency of the account given of them 
in the news papers. It is, however, from the news-papers, folely, 
that they appear to us to be collected. For firft, all the ideas con- 
tained in them are to be found in the news-papers, however the 
{tile in a few initances, may be varied. Secondly, the moit capital 
omiffions in the news-papers are not fupplied by this compiler. For 
example, the Earl of Fitzwilliams ingenious arguiment in favour 
of Mr. Fox’s India bill, from the confideration that all charters and 
monopolies are infringements of the rights of the community, 
which was omitted in the news papers, is alfo wholly omitted in 
this catchpenny publication. 

Art. 25. Debates in the Houfe of Commons, from Monday the 
12th to Friday the 16th Fanuary 1784; including a particular De- 
tail of the Proceedings on both thofe Days; and containing, 
among {ft other important Matters, a full and complete Account 
of the very interefting Debates upon the -moving for, and firt 
reading of Mr. Pitt’s Bill, for regulating the tetritorial Concerns 
of the Eaft-India Company ; together with a correct Copy of the 
Bill. 8vo. 4s. Stockdale. 

The Debates in Parliament which are given in the morning news- 
papers, and which are itriking proofs of the extent of memory and 
its capability of improvement, are doubtlefs fufficient to gratify the 
curiolity of every reader who is not interefted in a very extraordi- 
nary manner in thofe declamations. It is therefore matter of won- 
der that a Bookfeller fhould find it worth his while to republifh the 
{pecches in the news-papers, with a few additions and immaterial 
corrections furnifhed by the anxious vanity of one or two young 
{fpeakers. A few fuch additions and corrections, and greater accu- 
racy in quotations from poets, a very puerile practice, form the 
fole merit of this collection. 

Art. 26. Reflections on the prefent State of the Eaft-India 
Company. 8vo. 6d. Nourfe. 1783. 

The affairs of the company, in the opinion of the author of the 
Reflections, may be again reftored to a flourifhing condition, by 
abolifhing tninifterial interference in appointments and diimiitions. 

By. abolifhing, of courfe, the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal, and reducing that fettlement to the old ettablifiment, con- 
fining its jurifdiction to its own internal affairs of invefiment and 
revenue; ample fubject for their whole attention. 

By reftraining the military expences and eftabliliament, withie 


bounds. 
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By abolifhing all contraéts. 

By reftoring the antient regulation of account. 

By fecuring a regular gradation in the fervice. 

By making a public exampie of delinquents at home. 

And by etablithing a general government, not fixed to any fettle- 
ment, but to the fcene of action in war, or Wherever occaiion may 
require, in time of peace. 

Art. 27. A Short Adadrefs to the Chartered Companies of Lng 
dand; calculated to point out the Tendency of the Bull tons he 
into Parliament by Mr. Fox. By a Citizen. Sold by all the 
Bookifellers. Price 6d. 

The arguments adduced in this fhort Addrefs, againft Mr. Fox’s 
bill, are plaufible enough, but neither new, nor placed in a ftriking 
light by any power of eloquence. 

Art. 28. 4 Short Commercial and Pelitical 00 Shee MT. 
Fofeph Price, to the Right Honourable Charles James Fox, one of 
his Majetty’s principal Secretaries cf State, on the Subject of 
his Afiatic Bills now depending in Parliament. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 
Stockdale. 1783. 

“If i entectaid your bills right, fays Mr. Price, your feven di- 
rectors, by means of your new government, are to make flaves of 
ali the Englifhmen in Afia, in order to make the Afiaticks breathe 
the fpiritof freemen. The moment you effect that, they will ferve 
you as the Americans have done,—fend you back to your own 
country.’ F 

After mentioning Mr. Fox’s “ crying to the Dutch,” he advifes 
him to talk “ in bolder language to the enemies of England, and leis 
delufive to his fellow fubjects.” 

** Where the accumulation of fuch power as the Eaft-India pa- 
tronage will lead, is the duty of every Englifman to confider, and 
that every Englifhman might have an opportunity to confider it 
fairly, a reference of the “queftion to them, by a diffolution of 
Parliament Mr. Price thinks would be conftitutional, expedient, 
and popular.” 

tn this pamphlet Mr. Price writes with his ufual fhrewdnefs and 
crollery. 

Art. 29. 4 Letter to the Right Honourable Charles Fames 
Fox, one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries of State. By 
Major John Scott. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 1783. 

Mr. Scott after many ftrong declarations of the virtue and inno- 
cence of Mr. Hatftings, and a few arguments in his defence, and 

ainit the India bill, in conclution - roundly afferts, that there is 
as little mifmanagement, corruption, or oppreffion i in the different 
feats of the Britith government in India, as are to be found in any 
part of the world,—that a few years of peace will reftore the Com- 
pany’s affairs to the highett profperity in Afia; and that, i° the 

Jndia bill was thrown out, (as has tince h: appened, }) every corporate 

body in this kingdom, and every man who valued his birth-righr, 

and the freedom of his country would have reafon to triumph ia 
the event. 

In this publication Mr. Scott comes fhort of his ufual nn 

an 
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and naiveté: and we recognife the warm felings of the friend of 

Mr. Haftings, rather than the folid reafoning of a judicious apologitt 

or advocate. 

Art. 30. 4 Clear and Candid Expofition of the Origin, Pro- 
gre/s, and accumulated State of the feveral Loans made to Mahomet 
Ally Cawn, Nobob of Arcot, by Britith Subjects at Madrafs, from 
the Year 1760, tothe End of the Year 1777. 4to. ts. Reynell. 
Haymarket. 

The end or obje& of this publication, is, to fhow all parties with 
what degree of juftice, the creditors, as Britifh fubjects, have pre- 
tenfions to the interpofition of the Company, and the legiflature 
(if neceffary,) to recover their property, which has fo long been 
involved in a fituation, greatly to the prejudice of all, and the 
ruin of many. 

Art. 31. Addreffed to his Grace the Duke of Portland, A Me- 
mortal; concerning the Woollen Manufactory, and the Exporta- 
tion of Wool unmanufactured, into Foreign Countries. To 
which is added, a Plan to prevent fo deftructive a Commerce. 
By Peter Peterfon. Svo. 1s. Hookham. | 
The Memorialift makes many juft and pertinent reflections con- 

cerning the importance of the woollen manufactory to Great Bri- 

tain, and throws out feveral judicious hints for its improvement. 

Art. 32. Remarks on the Climate, Produce, and Natural Ad- 
vantages of Nova-Scotia; ina Letter to the Right Hon. the Earl 
of Macclesfield. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 

[t appears from this publication that the profits to be drawn from 
fifhing and farming in Nova-Scotia are immenfe. An-account is 
given, with an evident bias however to the favourable fide of the 
climate, and natural productions of that country.—All thefe things 
have been communicated to the public in different publications, and 
even in the news-papers. 

There is a very accurate map of Nova-Scotia prefixed to this 
pamphlet, which enables the reader to comprehend the author’s re- 
marks with the greater facility. 

Art. 33. 4 Brief and Impartial Review of- the State of Great 
Britain at the Commencement of the Seffion of 1783. Humbly ad- 
drefled to the Right Honourable and Honourable the Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain. The Third Edition, corrected. 8vo. 
1s.6d. Debrett. 1783. 

The author of this Review rejoices that the plan of /yfematic dif- 
cord is now no more, and expatiates on the dangers which are threat- 
ened by the independence of Anicrica to Great Britain, with a 
view to excite an odium againft the framers of the peace, whofe fpirit 
of conceffion he attempts to confider in the light of contraft to the 
manly firmnefs of the coalition. Contidering the fuperiority of our 
manufactures, he thinks it certatn that Britain will ever fecure 
a confiderable fhare of the American trade. . He accounts, in a 
very fatisfactory manner for the influence of France over Holland, 
and tuuches on the beaten topic of the alarming ilate of the Eait- 
India Company. After a few obfervations on whigs and tories, he 
thus exhibits the fpirit and tendency of all his obfervations. ? In 
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fhort look to the principic, the condué?, or the fis of the coalition, 

—yow every where difcern the features of whiggi/m.” 

This bricf Review difcovers no {mall {hare of abilities, and po- 
litical information ; but it 1s falfely ftiled /mpar¢al. 

Art. 34. Retrofpedtive View and Confideration of India Affairs; 
‘particularly of the Tranfactions of the Mahratta War, trom its 
Commencement to the Month of Ottober 1782. 8vo.  2;, 
Debrett. 

It is propofed by the author of this Retrofpective View, to con- 
fine himfelf to a clear and exact, though not circumftantial rela. 
tion of facts. He endeavours to fhew the confequences of eyery 
military and political effort, and the advantages and difappoint- 
ments ref{pectively produced by them, without minutely defcribing 
the operations of the campaign, or the intrigues of the cabinet, 
farther than may be neceflary to point out the errors of the parti- 
cular fyftems from which the latter may have originated, and to 
prove the misfortunes that have ultimately flowed from them. 

The conclufion he draws from the whole of his narrative, is, that 
the Marrhatta war was begun without neceffity, and conducted 
without ability.—This performance is not diftinguifhed by any pro- 
fundity of obfervation or elegance of compofition. The author very 

rly difclaims all literary rewards, or reputation: but he re- 
peatedly profeffes the utmoft candour and zeal for the good of the 
community.— Norwithitanding thefe profefliens, he maniteitly writes 
under the influence of ftrong prejudices. _ 

Art..35. Thoughts on the Idea of another Coalition. 8vo. 1s. 
Faulder. 

The writer of this little tract allows that the people have a 
right to call for the fervice of the ableit, and moft powerful men 
in the kingdom. But then, he afferts that the fervices of all the 
ableft men cannot be obtained at once. He thinks too, that a coa- 
lition between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox would be deftruétive to the 
honour and reputation’ of the former, becaufe it could not be 
formed without Mr. Pitt’s falling in with all the abfurdities of Mr. 
Fox’s tyrannical and fraudulent Eaft-India bill. He very juiily 
obferves that Mr. Pitt’s chief fupport, at prefent, is bis character, 
for, as a Minifter he has not been fairly tried, ‘* this country,” he 
fays, ‘‘would purchafe a coalition at a vaft expence: for a “ coali- 
tion, he thinks, would drive the lords North and Shelburne into 4 
junction for their mutual fecurity ; and it would entail upon this 
country all the miferies and calamities of a mott unjuft and dangerous 
Eaft-India bill, by which the Houfe of Commons would be under 
the direction of one man, and the nation in perpetual apprehenfion 
of being enflaved;” he wifhes to fee Mr. Pitt’s abilities and virtues 
put totrial, and he would have him, rather then coalefce with Mr. 
Fox, to appeal tothe people by a diffolution of Parliament. 

We have felected fome of the moft ftriking obfervations of this 
ery ees as fpecimens of it. The idea of Lord North and 

rd Shelburne forming a coalition for mutual fecurity is almott 
the only one that appears to us new or original. The ingegtes Pr: 
, ; indec 
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jndeed written in avery lively manner, but they convey little in- 
frruction to ftatefmen. 


Art. 36. Zhoughts on Opening the Trade tothe my Indies; ad- , 


dretied to the Merchants of Great Britain and Ireland. B 


Thomas Parker of Lincoln’s-Inn Efqg; London. 4to. 6d. ‘T. Ee" 


vans, Paternofter-Row. + 

The hints fuggefted by. Mr. Parker, appear to be juft, liberal, 
and humane. 

Art. 37. Thoughts on Eaft-India Affairs, Moft humbly fub- 
mitted at this Critical Juncture to the Confideration of the Legif- 
lature, and the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock, By a Quondam 
Servant of the Company. 8vo. 1s. Debrett. 

To the Thoughts or Remarks which compofe the main body of 
this performance, an addrefs is prefixed tothe noble lord who was at 
the head of the miniftry.in 1773. The objet of that addrefs was, 
to correct thefe three capital errors in the conduct of the Company’s 
affairs; their aiming at new territorial acquifitions ; the advantages 
they had omitted to take in a treaty withthe Mogul; and their un- 
generous treatment of the Emperor, in obliging him to accept a 
{mall ftipend for the grant of the Dewannee, On thefe heads the 
author makes feveral pertinent obfervations. 

The author complains that his addrefs was not duly attended to, 
and to that circumftance he afcribes many of our public difafters. 
He propofes a general plan for the government of India, without 
violating the Company’s copyhold, and fome of his hints deferve 
attention. 

Art. 38. Secret Influence, Public Ruin! An Addrefs to the 
young Premier, on the Principles of his Politics and the Caufes 
of his late Promotion: With a Speech by Mr. Fox, on the 

~ Spirited Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, December 17, 
1783; occafioned by the daring Manpare, which produced 
that Effect. 8vo. 1s, 6d.  Debrett. . 

In avery flattering Addrefs to George Byng, Efq; the author 
obferves, that ‘* thefe are times in which no man ought to be idle,” 
im confequenceof this maxim he employs his leifure in writing an 
addrefs, in which there is neither juftnefs of argument, nor novelty 
of information, He poffeffes however, a talent for drollery, and 
a lively manner of calling names: fo that the malicioufnefs of the, 
reader prompts him to go through the pamphlet, in hopes of finding 
more and more of fuch defcriptions as. thefe ** thé faturnine Dr. 
Price,” * the Prefbyterians have fucceeded to a miracle in fouring 
your phyfiognomy,” or, ‘* and {crewing up your puerile features 
into all the dignity of ftarchnefs and aufterity ‘* Lord Mahon, the 
living caricatura of a Mendicant miffionary, or a Switzérland evange- 
hit, who to compenfate for an emaciated body, is bleffed with a 
voice of thunder and lungs of brafs, colleéts his fury and froth, as 
rattle fhakes do their venom when about to bite, Bim all his exe 
tremities ; and even thrufts like a gladiator with his fifts, in propor- 
tion as he foams at the mouth, and bellows, like a mad dog, with 


his tongue.” , } t acilass 
As to the Speech fubjoined to this very boid and Billingfzate Ad- 
Eno. Rev. Vol. HI. Feb. 1784. K dreis, 
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drefs, which the author pronounces to be “the moft fplendid and 
mafterly ever delivered in Parliament,” although very far from 
meriting fuch exaggerated praife, it is a very good one for an .extem- 
porary harangue, and feems to be faithfully and ably reported. 
Art. 39. The Effects to be expected Yee the Eaft-India Bill, 
upon the Conftitution of Great Britain, if patied into a Law, 

By William Pultney, Efq. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 

Mr. Pultney, having ftated at length and with candour the dif- 
ferent views which might naturally occur to men of different fenti- 
ments, concerning the Eaft-India Bill, proceeds to confider the in- 
tention of: thofe who bring it in; and the effects which it will pro. 
duce on the conftitution of this government. Having clearly ftated 
the power which the bill gives.to the /even Directors, he fays, ‘ the 
effect of this is, to veft in thefe Seven Directors the whole Influence 
of the Offices of every kind in India, and at home, belonging to 
the Company ; and the whole Influence arifing from the trantactions 
of their Trade-here, in the cone of goods for exportation, tur- 
nifhing fhipping, ftores, and recruits; the Influence arifing from 
the method of felling their goods, by bringing forward or keeping 
back goods at thé fales, or giving indulgencies as to payments, fo 
as to accommodate thofe who are meant to be favoured; the In- 
fmence arifing from the favour they may fhew to thofe who are 
now in England, and have left-debts or effects in India, as: to the 
mode of bringing home and recovering their fortunes ; the Inftuence 
of ‘contracts of all kinds in India; of promotions, from ftep to ftep ; 
of favour in the Inland and Export Trade ; of intimidation with 
refpect to every: perfon now there, who may come. home with a for 
tune; both with regard to recovering bis debts, and the means of 
remittance, and with regard to. enquiries into his conduct; the In- 
fluence. upon. foreign Companies, or foreign States, who have eft 
blifments in that Chouatiinseuteds in return, may have the means 
of acting upon Individuals in this Country ; the Influence upon 
the native Princes of India, fome-of: whom have already found the 
way of procuring the Elections. of Members of Parliament ; and 
many other means of Influence, which it is impoffible. to forefee, or 
to trace, 

*:The amount of the whole cannot be computed. It has been 
called equal totwo or three millions a year, for the fum paid ia 
cath to the Civil and Military Officers; is alone faid to amount to 
more than one million a year; but, there can be no doubt that is 
magnitude is very great and extenfive indeed, and- that it-may pro 
duce very remarkable confequences.’ 

Having reafoned very clearly on the fubjeét, he is of opinion, 
that no perfon can ferioufly doubt that it is the ‘ intention of the 
prefent Minifters to renew this Bill in fuch a manner, as to preferve 
the full power of India Patronage in their own hands; and I have 
no doubt that the utmoft pains will be taken, during thefe four 
years, to reconcile the Nation to the meafure: Iam perfuaded mot 
fully, that great exertions will at firft be made, to; reform all glaring 
abufes in India; but when once the power here is fully fixt, and ap 
plied to Political Influence, we may. be fure, that no complain 


will come. home from India to this country againft Fayourites ; = 
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who will dare to make acomplaint? and every circumftance in the 

conduct of this Bill convinces me, that the prefent plan decidedly 

js, to veft the whole Power and Patronage of India in the Mem- 
bers of the prefent Adminiftration, not only during four years, but 
as long as India fhall belong to this kingdom. 

* It it is faid, that Parliament, at the end of four years, may 
interpofe ; it is to be confidered, that an Adminiftration poffeffed of 
the Power of India, is not removeable in time of Peace, either by 
the Crown or by the voice of the People; and as a General Eleétion 
muft come on in four years, and may come on much fooner, they 
mutt know very little of the ftate of Elections in this Ifland, who 
think that, with the whole power of Government, and the whole 
power of India, fo powerful a Party in this kingdom, will not be 
able to take their meafures fo, as to have nothing to fear from a fu- 
ture Parliament.’ 

He goes on to fhew the fatal effects which this change would 
have on the conftitution. His obfervations on this fubject are ftrik- 
ing, and command attention. 

Art. 40. 4 Letter to the Right Honourable Edmund Burke, 
Paymafler General of his Majefty’s Forces. By Major John Scott, 
8vo. 18.6d. Stockdale. 

Major Scott, in this, as in his other publications on India affairs, 
difplays that accurate and comprehenfive knowledge of his fubject, 
which might naturally be expeéted in a gentleman who enjoyed 
fuch happy opportunities, as were prefented to the Major, of ac- 
quiring it. He writes too, though not with the inimitable vigour 
and elegance of his principle Mr. Haftings, yet in a very perfpicuous, 
lively, and convincing manner. 

The prefent pamphlet is an anfwerto Mr. Burke’s Speech on Mr. 
Fox’s laft Eaft-India bill, as it is commonly called, delivered in the 
Houfelof Commons onthe firit of December. But, as it is only 
an anfwer to that fpeech as it appeared in the news papers, where it 
cannot be fuppofed to have been very accurately ftated, it is rather 
an attack on Mr. Burke’s political principles refpecting Eaft-India 
affairs in general, than a refutation of particular charges. Of thete 
howeyer, a few are mentioned, and anfwered in a very ingenious 
and fatisfactory manner. | 

We difcover, it muft however be allowed, in the produétions of 
oe pen the partiality of the agent and friend of Mr. 
Hattings: hence it is, that we never find him acknowledging a 
fingle fault to have been committed by any fervants of the Com- 
pany abroad, except by fuch as are engaged in an intereft oppofite 
to that of the governor. 

Art. 41. 4 Complets and authentic Detail of the feveral De- 
bates in the Houfe of Commons, on the Eaft-India Bill, on Thurfday 
the 27th of November, on Monday the iff of December, and on Mon- 
day the 8th of December, Together with authentic Copies of the 
two Eaft-India Bills; the Arguments of Counfel again{ft One of 

them; the fevcral Papers, containing a true Statement of the 

Lifts of the Divifions, of the Abfentees, 
K 2 and « 


Company’s Affairs ; 
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and of thofe who retired before the Divifion commenced. 

Stockdale. 

‘This is one of the moft curious examples of book making that 
has ever fallen under our obfervation ; the debates arc, excepting fome 
trifling additions, the fame with thofe given in the news papers; 
and the papers fubjoined are to be had in almoitt every morning paper 
and monthly magazine. : 

Art. 42. 4 full and complete Account of the Debates in the 
~ Houfe of Commons on Tucfday, November 18, Wednefday, December 

17, Friday, Dectmber 19, Monday; December 22; and Wednef lay, 
 December'24, 1784. Together with Corre Lifts ‘of the Mem. 

‘bers who divided for the Eaft-India Bilt; and alfo ‘of the’ Abfen- 
tees upon the firft Reading. 8vo. 38.6. Stockdale.) 

Of this octavo volume, which is’ exaétly fuch another example of 
Reet mare as that before mentioned, the moft interefting ‘part is, 

¢ lifts ‘of the members who divided for the Eaft’India bill. As 
to the fpeeches, we meet with as bright examples: of eloquence 
every day in the.news papers, poflefling, at the fame time, the.ad- 
vantage of novelty. a 
Art. 43. Some Confiderations in Regard to the dangerous Con/e- 

Sequences which might en{fue to the Conftitution from the paffitg of the 

Fafi-India Bill. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. Ses : 

‘The refult of thefe very judicious Confiderations is, that * either 

this bill will be hkely to throw fuch an influence into the hands of 
the Minifter, as to render him fo abfolute as to umite at once in the 
fame hands, the executitive and legiflative part of government, or 
to throw the ftate in fuch a convulfion by the oppofition of its parts, 
as to make us apprehend the mott dangerous confequences.” The 
following practical conciufion is addrefied to the people'of England, 
and it is worthy of their attention. 
_ © It may be intimated to the people, that the a¢t of the throne in 
diffolving at this time the parliament is an arbitrary meafure, yet 
Tet them know that it is that which defends them from the ambitious 
projects and dangerous views of an intriguing minifter ; that it 1s 
that only, toconclude with the words of a beautiful * writer, which 
can make him equally interefted with his feNow citizens, to main- 
tain the laws on which public liberty is founded.’ 

‘** He knows in the midft of his plans for enjoying or retaining 
*¢ his authority, that a court intrigue, or a’ caprice, may # 
*¢ every inftant confound him with the multitude; and the rancow! 


—_, 





* T need only inftance an Act which was done the other day to 
fhew:the corruption of the predent Parlrament:—When the impor 
tant bufinefs of the day was over it was previoufly agreed that torty 
of the members, jult neceflary to form a honfe, fhould remain be- 
hind. After the bufinefs was over, and the other members had ket 
the houfe, it was immediately moved ‘that Sir Thomas Rumbold 
bill thould be deferred till the 26th of July, which is in effeét qual 
ing it entirely.—The members came each laughing out of tlie hous, 
and young Rumbold cried. ‘* Go tell my father” —This is a pa 


faét which can be attefted by every one who was prefent. 
a 
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« of a fucceffor long kept out fend him to linger in the fame jail 
“ which his temporary paffions might tempt him to prepare for 
“ee 


e “© That it is that which leaving to the rich no other fecurity for 
. “ his palace, than what the peafant has for his cottage, has united 
or “ his caute to that of the latter—the caufe of the powerful to that 

“* of the helplefs---the caufe of the man of extenfive influence and 


be “ connections, to that of him who is without friends. 
*“« It is the throne above all, it is this jealous power, that makes 
“ the people fure that its reprefentatives never will be any thing 


s “ more than its reprefentatives; and it is the ever-fubfifting Car- , 
f ‘“‘ thage which vouches to it for the duration of their virtue.” i 
The good fenfe of this performance is fuperior to its ftile, which | 
of abounds in foreign idioms. ; i 
sy | Att. 44. Zhe Chrifimas Tale; a Poetical Addrefs and Re- i 
A; monitrance to the young Miniftry. 1s. 6d. Faulder. ' 
ce There are fume tolerable lines in this Addrefi and Remonffrarce, 1 
ds but we do not think the author will receive the order of kaighthood 1 


when he goes up to prefent it, 
be Art.45. 4n Addrefs to the Majority of the Houfe of Commons. 
he 1s . Flexney. 
This author wifhes to plead forcibly againft the coalition party, 


er but he does not carry conviction. Such a weak defence does more 
of hurt than downright oppofitior. 

he Art. 46. 4 New Whig Catechifm, to be learned by heart be- 
or fore the 13th of the prefent January: when a Confirmation will 
ts, be held at St. James’s Place, by the Patriarch of Whiggifm, who 
he will then examine fuch as may prefent themfelves to be ini- 
ad, tiated in the Mytteries of the Coalition. 6d. Debrett. 

Asthe 13th of January is pait, and indeed paft without our hav- 
in ing learnt that it was a day for the confirmation of whig fiuners, 
vet we did nat attend the patriarchal difpenfation of the gofpel according 
DUS to Charles. The catechifm, however, is a good one, and although 
i3 we do not intend to commit it to. memory literally, we have fome 
ich reafon to think that it will belong ere the memory of its dodfrines 


ins fhall be wiped away. 


- 


Art. 47.. Lhe American and Britifh Chronicle of War and’ 


Ing Politics: Being an accurate and comprehenfive Regifter of the ... 
at moft memorable Occurrences in the lait ten Years of his 
our Majefty’s Reign; in which will be found eighteen hundred 
— interefting Events, during the War between Great Britain and 
10 America, France, Spain, and Holland, from May 10, 1773, to 
sf guly 16, 1783. The whole carefully collected from authentic 
yrty ecords, and carefully arranged in chronological Order. 8va. 
be- 2s.6d. No bookfellers Name. | 

left This performance is an ufeful and patient effort of induftry ; any 
hd’s farther praife would be mifapplied upon it, the author does not 
afh: afpire to the merit of ingenuity, to labour is his province; and in 
ule, the prefent cafe he had only occafion for the ufe of his fingers and 


Jain his eyes, 
K 3 Art, 


a 
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Art. 48. The proper Limits of the Government’s Interference 
vith the Affairs of the Eaft-India Company, attempted to be affigned, 
With fome few Reflections extorted by, and on the diitracted 
apete of the Times. By John Earl of Stair. 8vo. 1s. Stockdale, 
1784. 

Lord Stair, having referred the reader to his account alread 
publifhed, of the prefent miferable ftate of the Britith finances, 
fhews in an ironical manner, the extreme folly and abfurdity of mi- 
nifters bringing farther diftrefs on the vation, v3 encountering the 
difficulties of the Eaft-India company ; alfo, his Lordfhip proceeds 
to confider the reafons offered in vindication of Mr. Fox’s Fatt. 
India bill. The principal of thefe are bankruptcy, and the want of 
humanity inthe Company’s fervants. As to the pretext of dant 
ruptcy, he fhews clearly that it is but a flimfy difguife, and fhrewd]y 
obferves, that minifters are not fo eager to obtain the adminiftration 
of the affairs of a bankrupt on the fubject of humanity. 

Our noble author fays, * the next plea is humanity, and a with 
to reftore in India a better and a jufter fyftem of government, lefs 
rapacious, and lefs oppreffive to the natives. This is certainly a 
fair and generous obje€t; but how do the means correfpond with 
the end, or what folid proof have we that exceffes do exift, or, at 
leaft, have been carried to the fingular and unnatural extent each 
parliamentary declaimer is pleafed to affign to them ? Having forced 
the Company to bear a fhare in all the foolifh wars Britain involved 
herfelf in, money muft be found. The fmooth fwindling methods 
of funding, without giving the creditors adequate fecurities for 
either principal or intereft, are not practicable in China. Self-prefer- 
vation enforced the neceffity of violence, more obnoxious in the be- 
ginning, but, perhaps, in the end, lefs ruinous than the foft, fly 

eceits of Europe. Thofe violent meaiures, palliated’ by the ne- 

ceflity of felf-prefervation, excepted, what remains but an ex parte 
charge, in Reports to the Houfe of Commons, curious and vo- 
luminous indeed, but without confrontation of the aecufed, or any 
other neceffary preliminary to condemnation, fought by private 
equity, or required by public juftice? We have only an inform 
mafs of matter, where difappointment, vanity, and malevolence, 
are too often prompted by management and defign to accufe, and 
‘every accufation is held forth as compleat evidence of guilt. [n- 
deed, fome accounts fcattered through the vaft abyfs of eaftern 
manners and cuftoms, make by much the moft ufeful and entertain- 
ing part of this exceedingly tedious farago; though in this part it 
fallsfar fhort in beauty of ftyle and compofition, and probably 
does not much exceed in veracity, the Arabian Nights Entertain- 
ments.’ 

This is no-bad criticifm on the Reports in general, of the Secret 
and Select Committees: and we dounisidionn Lord Stair on the proot 
he has given of an happy talent for reviewing. He fays mavy {e 
‘vere, but juft things of the late cabinet. He promifes to fupport 
the prefent miniftry fo long as they fhall continue to ment 
his fupport. He approves of thofe friends to the conftitution who 


lately interpofed with their advice to their fovereign: he —. 
that 
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that his Majefty liftened to their advice, and hopes he will never 
lofe fight ot his own honour and dignity. ) 
The frequent pamphlets of this noble author, are, among a thou- 
fand others, eminent proofs of the importance of the preis. ‘There 
is not a dou!.t but this venerable nobleman more eflentially ferves 
the caufe he efpoufes, by his writings, than he would by his atten- 
dance in the Houfe of Peers. 
Art. 49. A Letter to the People of Scotland on the prefent State 
of the Nation. By James Bofwell, Efq; 8vo. 1s. Dilly. 

The {cope of this ingenious and well written letter, 1s, to rouze 
, the Scots to a due fente of ‘the dangers which Great Britain has 
efcaped by the failure of Mr. Fox’s Eaft-India bill; to awaken their 
, gratitude to the illuftrious perfonages, through whofe interpofition 

that bill was rejected ; and to excite their approbation of the choice 
| of thofe minifters which our gracious fovereign has been pleafed to 
fubftitute in the room of thoie who had aimed at fubverting the 
conttitution of this country. 
Mr. Bofwell reafons in a perfpicuous, forcible, and lively manner. 
* Akeen debate, fays this writer, on King William’s aniwer took 
_— in the Houfe of Commons, which had, in. effect, queftioned 
is Majetty’s undoubted prerogative in refuting his aflent. It was 
moved, ‘* That an humble addrefs be made to the King for a farther 
“ anfwer.” . But there was principle and decency enough amongtft 
them to reject it. In truth, ‘to difpute the King’s free right of a 
negative upon any bill, is tantamount to infifting that he is acypher 
in the conftirution. And I admire the ftrong blunt fpeech of Mr. 
Brewer: ** All agree, that the King hath a negative voice to bills : 
** No body hath a greater reverence to Parliaments than myfelf ; 
** but the bill rejected was liable to exceptions. I gave my vote to 
. “ make the Prince of Orange King; but will never give my vote to 
. * unking him.” Let Mr. Brewer of 1693 be oppofed to Mr. 
| Baker of 1783, and the conftitutional palm detur digniori.’ 

It is inthis manner that Mr. Bofwell mixes his appeals to hiftory 
and the principles of the conftitution, with pleafantry and good hu- 
mour. rea. gua Paste 
. Art. 50. Letters addreffed to the Volunteers of Ireland on the 
| Subje of a Parliamentary Reform. By John Jebb, M.D. 
. F.R.S. 8vo. 6d. Stockdale. 

. Dr. Jebb, after ftating the reafons why he thinks the addition of 
a certain number of county members would be of no avail in ba- 
? lancing the corrupt reprefentation of the boroughs, and why he 
thinks that meafure as inexpedient, as it appears to him partial and 
unjuit, begs leave, ** without the imputation of prefumption, to ex- 

prefs his unreferved opinion on this momentous fubject.” After 

pafling refolutions, fays he, expreffive of the rights of the people to 
review the whole fyftem of delegation, let a Committee from 
yourfelves be appointed to draw the outline of a plan which you 
 fhall judge to be effectual, the moft extenfive and liberal the times 
will bear. Let this plan be propofed tothe Houfe of Commons, 
and let your prefent affembly be adjourned to a reafonable time be- 
yond the period, in which the plan may be conceived to be offered 
byes for 
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for affent to the other branches of the legiflature. The intervening 
conduct of parliament will fuggeft the proper meafures to be adopr- 
ed at {uch adjourned meeting.—Petition feems to acknowledge a 
power in the Houfe of Commons of rejecting your fuit.”---He 
goes on to confirm and explain thefe opinions. 

The author writes with modefty, and a ftrong fenfe of the rights 
of mankind. ‘The plan, however which he here rather hints than 
delineates, is violent, and full of danger. 


DIVINITY. 
Art. 51. 4 Letter to Dr. Pricfley; occafioned by his Hiftory 


of the Corruptions of Chriftianity; wherein his Socinian Errors 

are fully confuted by Arguments drawn from the Holy Scriptures, 

By Edward Sheppard, A. B. Reétor of Bettifcomb, Dorfet. 8vo, 

1s. 6d. Bath; printed and fold by S. Hazard, Cheap Street. 

Mr. Sheppard thinks that Socinianifm is nothing elfe but Deifin 
in difguife. Inthe overflowing of his zeal, he quotes the words of 
St. John, “that many falfe prophets fhall arife, and that anti- 


- chritt thall go out to interrupt the advancement of the true feligion.” 


He then adds ‘* your writings, fir, are an evident fulfillment of 
> He arraigns the Do¢tor warmly, for the litrle 
weight he allows to fuch paflages of fcripture as do not fuit his own 
purpofes, and he hasa good title todo fo, as he himfelf, every where 
pm the utmoft refpeét to the authority of facred writ. 

r. Sheppard comes at length, to the main topic of his letter, 
which is, to prove that Dr. Priefiley’s fentiments concerning the 
fall of man, the atonement, and the trinity, are diametrically oppo- 
fite to the fpirit of the facred fcriptures. In this undertaking he does 
not reject the aid of reafoning, but he makes it but a fecondary aid, 


‘and prudently appeals to arms he feems more capable of wielding, 


namely texts of fcripture. He calls Dr. Prieftley an animal 
rationale and nothing elfe, and thinks that may be the reafon why 
he has fo grofly perverted the holy writings. For the natural man, 
he obferves, uaderfiandeth not the things of the /pirit of God, neither can 
he know them, becaufe they are {piritually difcerned 

‘ The Scriptures of the Old, as well as New Teftament, have fo 
many truths afferted in them, which do not fquare with your reaton 
(the God you worfhip) that I am not furprifed to find you defire to 
leffen their authority and weaken their influence: but know, Sir, all 
your attempts are as vain as thofe of Julian, Cebrus, or Porphiry, 
of old time ; or Hobbs, Mandeville, Bolingbroke, Hume or Vol- 
taire, of laterdate. You may poilibly be difpleafed, that I rank 
you with Infidels: my reafonior fo doing is, becaufe I look upon 
you to be as great an enemy to true Chriftianity as they. Under 
the fpecious pretext of defending rational religion, you are fecretly 
fapping the foundation of the Chriftian. But all your arrows, how- 
ever fubtle the poifon with which they are tipped, will fall blunted 
and ufelefs to the ground. The writings of the antient Infidels 
would fearce have been known—they would have been configned to 
that oblivion they deferved, had not the mafterly anfwers been pre- 
ferved tor the ishevétion of future ages: and your theological writ- 


ings, though vanity may prompt you to think them immortal, will 
foon be forgotten. They may pleafe men of corrupt minds, 
the 
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the wife and good will never look into them a fecond time. You 
appear to be fo totally a ftranger to all divine influence, and fo far 
led away by the delufive reafonings of depraved nature, that I can- 
not but lament your fad condition, and tremble for your future one, 
if God fhould be pleafed to take you out of the world in your pre- 
fent fentiments. That very book which you pretend to own as the 
revealed will of God, will judge you at the laftday; aad inftead of 
being a defender, you will appear to men and angels to be a /ubverter 
of the Chriftian faith.’ 

This anfwer to Dr. Prieftley is written with greater zeal than 
judgment: and, in fome inftances, of which the extract we have now 
given is one, it is fo extremely injudicious, that were not our auther 
rector of Bettifcomb, we fhould be apt to fufpect him of difguifed 
infidelity. 

Art. 52. 4 Pra@ical Expojfition of the Lord’s Prayer; con- 
fidered as defigned for Initruction as well as Ufe; as a Rule of 
Daty, as well asa Form of Prayer. By Jofeph Brockwell, 
M. A. Vicar of Weft Merfea, Effex. 8vo. 1s. Walter. 

Right conceptions of the attributes, or perfections of God, are 
neceilary to infpire thofe longing defires after conformity to his 
image and his will, in which the glory and happinefs of men con- 
fifts. The petitions in the Lord’s prayer follow each other in fuch 
an order that they naturally rife out of one another. The objects 
of contemplation and of defire held out in one petition, prepare 
the underftanding and the heart to goon tothe next. The author 
of this Expolition therefore did well in confidering this form of 
prayer as defigned for initruction as well as ufe. Although he has 
pot feen the very beautiful, and divine order of the petitions with 
the eyes a Dr. Heylin, who has written on that fubject in his lec- 
tures to the fcholars of Weftminfter ; he has neverthciefs drawn from 
it many practical inftructions. 

Art. §3. 4 Friendly Dialogue between a Common Unitarian 
Chriftian, and an Athanafian; occafioned by the Former’s Beha- 
viour during fome Part of the Public Service, or,-an Attempt to 
reftore Scripture Forms of Worfhip, t2mo. 3d. Johnfon. 

The Athanafian in this dialogue makes but a poor figure. He 
hardly ventures to defend his opinions, his adverfary of courfe, ob- 
tainsan eafy victory. ; 

The author expreffes a hope that “there are amongft us many 
rational chriftians, who will diftribute fuch little tracts, in order to 
help forward the glorious work of another reformation, which, 
though'the times are favourable in many refpects, is very much ob- 
ftructed by irreligion, on one fide, and fuperftition and enthufiafm 
on the other”’. 


MEDICAL. 
Art. 54. 4 Treatife on the Natural Small Pox, with fome Re- 


marks and Obfervations on Innoculation. By Charles Roe, 

Member of the Corporation of Surgeons. 2s. Dixwell. 

This has the appearance of a tranflation from an Edinburgh 
Thefis; at any rate, there is nothing, in it that has not been faid au 
hundred times over. ‘The author aims principally at arraygemeut 


Art. 


41d method, and is not without perfpicuity. 


. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
Art. 55. 4 Fourney lately performed through the Air, in an 


Leropatic Globe, commonly called an Air Balloon, from thi 
terraqueous globe, to the newly difcovered Planet, Georgiun 
Sidus. By Monf. Vivenair. 1s. 6d. Maclew. 

‘There is a confiderable portion of humour in this pamphlet, the 
author of which imitates the ftile and manner of the Adventures of 
an Atom. ‘There can be no great difficulty in knowing who king 
Hehehe Lob fol-Teredd is, but fuch attacks on characters of fuch 
eminence do little good, and may do much harm. 

Art. 56. Adifcellaneaus Leffous, defigned for the Ufe of Young 
Ladies. Onanew Plan. By Elim Davis. 2s. 6d. Fielding, 
The plan of this little werk. is well calculated for the amufement 

andinitruction of young minds. The authors made we of by the 

writer are of the beft and moft popular fort, as Fielding, Percival, 

Chapone, Blair, Prieftley, Knox, &c. &c. The table of fynony. 

mous expreflions 1s correct, but we think may be of more ufe to 

foreigners acquiring the Englifh tongue than to Enghifh children, 

On the whole, this work forms a valuable addition to the numerous 

lift of books, for the inftruction of children, and particularly of 

young ladies, the negle&t of whofe education is a itriking feature in 


* ghe charaéter of the times. 


Art. 57. Laura and Auguftus, an Authentic Story; in a Se- 
ries of Letters. By a young Lady 12mo. 3 vols. 7s. 6d. Cats, 
We are mclined to think that this novel is really written bya 

lady, as the tithe page bears, and that it does credit both to her head 
and heart. ‘The characters are common and natural; the, fituation: 
are probable, affecting, and well conduéted, and the whole rifes far 
above the merit of moft novels of late years. The author’s having 
fixed the fcene artly in Grenada and Madeira, affords her imagine 
tion fine {cope be picturefque defcription.—There are many trifling 
and unimportant parts in the book, but take it “ for all in all,” it 
will both initruct and entertaimthat clafs of readers who delight in 
works of fancy. = 

Art. 58. Tyroctninm in Hofpitiis Curia: or, Exercifes in the 
Inns of Court, preparatory to the Study of the Law. Com: 
mencing with the Origin of Human Societies, and the firi 
Principles of Law and Government; defcribing the different 
Forms of the latter, particularly that of the Romans, and the Ui 
of the Civil Law in England; compiled from the beft Writers, 
tranflated where needful, and digefted by B. D. Free, M. A 
and a Member of Lincoln’s Inn. 12mo. 2 vols. 6s. fewed. Brown 
This publication is not intitled to any high mark of diftinction 

There is nothing in it which is the property of the author. He 


_eolleéts the obfervations of other men without always being able! 


comprehend them. His methad is defultory and his manner ts dif 
agreeable, without any ftores of his own he can make no proper ule 
of the ftores of others. His book is of no value, and can attract n0 


notice. 
N. B. A former volume of this work has been publithed, 
in which the author ventured to treat of logick, rhetorick, as 
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For te ENGLISH REVIEW. 


NATIONAL AFFATIRS. 


[Fr FEBRUARY. 4784.] 


FYRHE political ftruggle vet remains in fufpenfe. Miniftry are 
4“ h to defcend from their prefent elevation. They are potted 
in St est of the royal prerogative ; and hope that the blockade, 
or fiegeavith which they are threatened, and have partly fuftained, 
willbe raifed*by a-numerous and irrefiitible army fent to their re- 
Tief by the great bedy “of. the poor’. Oppofition, dreading the 
confequences of an unfuccefsful effort, have hitherto poftponed 
a general ailault, and contented themfelves with making gradual 
approaches. But, left their troops fhould mutiny, and detert for 
want-of prefent pay, they endeavour to animate and unite them by 
the hope of plunder; they vow the moft determined refolution of 
eeding to extremities, if extremities fhould be neceflary to com- 
| adminiftration to evacuate their places; and fucceflive motions 
in the Houfe of Commons announce the terrors of an intended 
ftorm, “ 

In thefe circumftances, the gentlemen of the St. Albans Tavern, 
46 whofe patriotic intentidns we have in a former number paid the 
juft tribute of praife, have continued their ate * by regular 
adjournments for the purpofe of accommodating differences; and 
had they thrown their weight into that fcale which had begun to 
tremble on its pivot, and to yield to the attractive power of coalition, 
an equal balance might have been reftored or preferved, and the 

bufinefs of legiflation and government would not have been 
‘inpeded. But unfortunately, as now appears, they have infenfibly 
become the co-adjutors of that defperate faction, who, in the 
‘phrenzy of rage and difappointment infringe the rights of the So- 
vereign, and threaten, in the face of the world, to lay violent 
hands on the finews of government. The means by which the 
great leader of this faction drew over, and retained fo many inde- 
pendent, and well-meaning country gentlemen on his fide, are moft 
profoundly artful: and if genius and ability alone were entitled to 
public confidence, there is not at prefent a itatefman in whom the 
confidence of the public would be fo properly placed as in Mr. 
Fox. It isthe nature of focieties, or ailemblies of men, as well as 
of individuals, to ftudy and purfue their own aggrandizement. 
The fame love of diftin¢tion which prompts the country gentleman 
to court feat in the Houfe of Commons, incites him, when he has 
‘obtained it, to enhance its importance. From the earlieft dawnings 
of liberty to the prefent times, the Houfe of Commons, has unt- 
formly advanced on the prerogatives of the Crown. The motion, 
that “the continuance of minifters in their offices, after they had 
loft the confidence of the Houfe of Commons, was unconttitutional 
and dangerous,”’ being addrefled to the ruling paffion of that affem- 
bly*, was fuccefsful. It paffed into a refolution by a great ma- 





* It is true that the greater number of members prefer their pri- 
vate views and interefts even to the exaltation of the Houfe. But, 
with independent men, quatenus members of parliament, they are 
katurally difpofed to raife the dignity of their order. 
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jority. By fupporting this refolution a miftaken pride fought to 


~ maintain its own honour. ‘The Houfe of Commons had rathly 


wandered within the precinéts of the Crown,’ and Mr. Fox urged 


the falfe ftep they had taken as an argument for hazarding flill ta. 


ther encroachments. The gentlemen of the S¢. Aibaus, from 2 
indolence natural to the human mind, and certainly, therefore no 
unnatural’ to country gentlemen, have {hewn themfelves more averic 
from thinking than from acting. Alarmed at the diftractians. which 
prevail in the Britifh government, but rataining all the vain preju. 
dices of members of the Houfe of Commons, they endeavour to re. 
concile the profperity of the country with the ruin of the conttity. 
tion. They exhort the prefent adiminiftration to tread back their 
fteps, and by that retreat to difavow, more figniticantly- than by 
words, the nght of the Sovereign tochufe his own minifters. In 
the mean time it was their duty to their country to have trode back 
their own feps, to have united with adminiftration for refcinding 
thofe refolutions that encroached on the executive branch of th 
government, and having returned with a timely and noble for- 
bearance to their own {tation in the conflitution, to have judged of 
meafures, and not of men, and to have fupported patriotic wifdon 
wherever they found it. 

But Mr. Fox and his adherents, not fatisfied with the privilege of 
judging concerning the meafures, arrogate to themfelves the right 
of appointing the great officers of government. For in. their opi 
nion the Houfe of Commons have not only a right to decide on the 
conduct of adminifiration, but alfo, on the mazner of their intro 
duction into office. Acclaim fo loofe and indefinite, fo general 
and comprehenfive, undoubtedly affumes a controul over the 
King and his minifters as boundlefs, as it 1s new and un 
known to the conititution. Thus the Houfe of Commons ufurp 
the whole power of the ftate, and ‘the moft beautiful form of 
government in the world is fubverted. The Sovereign, according 
to the fpirit of our civil conftitution, by means of agents of his own 
choice, executes the laws in times of peace, or conducts our armits 
and ficets in times of war. If thofe agents fail in their duty, they 
may be brought to punifhment, either by the Houfe of Lords acting 
in their judicial capacity, in cafes of impeachment by the Houte oi 
Commons, or in cafes of lefs importance by the ufual courfe o! 
yuftice. By this fyfiem public affairs are conducted with prompt: 
tude, and with fafety; with promptitude, becaufe the time 1s not 
protracted, as in popular affemblies, in debates concerning the ap- 
pointment of minifters and commanders, or the fchemes they ought 
to purfue with fafety, becaufe a virtuous jealoufy in the reprefents 
tives of the people watches all the movements of men appointed t0 
their ihe the favour of the crown, againft whofe encroaci 
ments they are conftantly on their guard. It is eafy to fee that if t0¢ 

wer of the Crown be facrificed to the predominant faction in the 
Froufe of Commons, the advantages now mentioned mutt be fact: 
ficed alfo. Conftant debates protract the time, if parties are equally 
balanced : and a clear and decided majority infpires an haughty 2 
rogance and a contempt of the laws; the prevailing faction fill 
great departments of {late with their favourites, and their favourse 
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in return fupport thofe by whom they themfelves are fupported, 
‘The Houfe of Commons are ftill the sadzes af minifters, but they 
are alfo their creators, They view their conduct with the partiality 
of predilection, and connive at their mifdemeanors from a participa- 
tion of their delfigns. A confidence in numbers breaks through the 
feeble barricr of inanimated laws; undertakes the moit defperate 
deeds; and, armed with places and plunder, tramples on the wretch- 
ed ruins of freedom.and public virtue. It is thus that nations lofe 
their liberty ; for men ceafe to be free, when they ceafe to appeal 
to the laws of their country, and look up for favour and protection 
either to a powerful cabal, or a fingle defpot. : 
When we reficct on thefe things, we fcarcely know how to con- 
template the prefent political fcene with a fteady eye: and are alter- 
nately moved with furprize; indignation, and apprehenfion of danger. 
The Houfe of Commons invading the prerogatives of the Crown 
without the fupport of the people !-the Commons addretling the King 
againft the minitter ; and the people addrefling the King againft the 
Commons! a ftruggle, on the part of coalition, .for power, the moft 
undifguifed, indecent, and defperate that.has been known fince the 
interregnum between the firft and the fecond Charles! the fame men 
who made a particular attack on the rights of the Crown, in the 
cafe of Mr. Fox’s Eatt-India bill, jufify that attack by the general 
principle that the King ought indeed to have the nomination, but 
not the choice either of menor meafures. With an audacity that 
is extreme, they facrifice to their thirft of power, the maxims of 
juttice and the. prineiples of the conittitution; they demand the re- 
moval of Mr. Pitt, becaufe he is the object of his Majetty’s choice, 
and not forced upon'him by acabal in the Houfe of Commons. A 
young man who.grounds his popularity on public virtue, and who 
has given an alluttrious ‘proof of : a. determin :d refolution to tread in 
this honourable path*, 1s the object of their reprobation: ‘we for- 
bear to make any invidious contraf by characteriling the object of 
their choice. ‘Chey addreffed the Crown againit a diffolution of - 
Parliament, left public bufinefs fhould be interrupted, yet the only 
butinefs on which they have been employed, has been an attempt to 
ftize the heim of government.) <If,.:in. the purfuit sof this object 
they fhall meet with difappointment, difelaiming all regard for the 
tranquillity and the fafety of the nation, they threaten to put a ito 
- public buiinefs, torefufe the neceflary fupplies, and to difband 
the army. | , 
‘ It is not credible that they camthink fo lightly of the virtue of 
this country, as to imagine they might execute’thefe threats with 
fatety : efpecialiy, as fo many addrefles have appeared, and fill 
appear in. favour of the prefent miniftry. But the threats areof 
themfelves an infult to the public, and mark the defperate deiigus of 
thofewho make them. If the genéral opinion that the peopie are 
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. * Mr. Pit, refifting the folicitations of his friends, reftored Co- 
lonel Barre’s penfion to thé public, by making him Clerkof rhe Pells 
lathe Exchequer. “This place Mr. Pitt might have taken to hin- 
elf. or beftuwed upon any of his ‘adherents. 
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on the fide of the Crown fhall be rendered fufpicious by counter 
addreffes, or even by the filence of the counties, there is not a doubt 
that either the Sovereign muft yield up his own prerogatives and the 
rights of his people to the ruling faction in the Houfe of Commons, 
or that an immediate effort mult be made for their prefervation by a 
difflolution of parliament. Itis indeed aftonifhing that this meature 
was not adopted two months ago; miniftry have now reafon to re. 
flect on the meannefs and-the folly of their timid, mixed, and fludtu- 
oe counfels ; it is from theirirrefolute, that the refolute and firm 
conduct of the coalition {prings. While we reprobate the attenipts 
that are made on the rights ot the crown, we cannot help regretting 
that more wifdom, vigour, and-we muft add confiftency, are not 
exerted in fupporting thefe rights. The common fenfe of the na- 
tion, on the rejection of Mr. Fox’s Eaft-India\bill in the Houfc of 
Peers, pointed to a diffolution of parliament, asthe only means of 
enabling the new miniftry to' fupport themfelves in a conteft with 
coalition, ‘Time has-not yet difcovered any fecret and artful plan 
that has been fubftituted inthe toom of that plain and obvious one 
which we have juft now mentioned. It is to a diffolution of par- 
liament that the friends ‘of the king and conftitution muft yet have 
recourfe, if they have not refolved to yield up all into the hands of 
a defperate faction. ; 

King William, foon after his acceffion to the throne, found that 
his parliament was torn into factions, each of which contended for 
the adminiftration of government. This magnanimous prince 
knew what was due to the crown he wore, as well as to thofe 
powerful chiefs by whofe means he had obtained it. He refpected 
the leaders of the whig party ; but he alfo refpected himfelt, and 
the great body of the people between whofe liberty, and the contti- 
tutional dignity of the fovereign, there was a clofe and intimate 
conne¢tion.—He fent for the principal perfons in both houfes of 
parliament, and declared his earneft defire that all the real griev- 
vances of the nation might be iinmediately redreffed. He told them 
that * the crown fhould not’be the worfe for his wearing it, and 
advifed them to be contented with his bounty, as far as it «as ia 
his power to beffow it. ‘Then,: laying his hand upon his fword, he 
faid, what I cannot accomplith by entreaties, 1 will take care 
to perform with this. e declared that he would have re: 
gard to his own dignity, and the public fafety, according to his 
oath, and, with the advice of his council, would adiminifter the go- 
vernment according to the laws.”” There were as great patriots in 
the days of King William, as in the prefent: yet no man arraign- 
ed the condué of that prince as. unconftitutional, when he choc 
rather to be king over a divided parliament, than to give himfelf up 
to be governed by either party. 

Let us fuppofe for a moment William III. to fill the throne of 
England, in {uch circumftances asthe prefent. As the diftinguifh- 
ing features of his character were a vexeration for juftice, and milita- 
ry courage, we may naturally conceive that the encroachments made 
on his royal prerogative, or, in other words, on the conftitutional 
law of the country, would move him with the utmoit indignation. 


Confcious of the itricteft regard to the laws, on his part, his — 
mien 
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ment at the ufurpatiéns of the ariftocratic faction would be in pro- 
portion to the purity of his own principles. Accuftomed to war, 
and civil broils, from his earlicft years, he would not unaaturally 
anticipate or imagine a conjuncture in which the wranglings of 
tongues, and the controverjies of pens might be followed, as ufual 
in other countries, by an appeal to the fword. In fuch a fituatioa 
he would caft his eyes abroad on the ftate of his dominions and of 
the world, that by comparing his advantages with his difadvan- 
tages, his friends with his enemies, he might be able to judge of 
the ground on which he ftood.—The honour of the army is on his’ 
fide, and their military habits. The towns and cities throughout 
England and Scotland, in imitation of the metropolis, and animated! 
by imilar feelings, congratulate him on emancipating himfelf, and’ 
the nation, from the hands of crafty and defigning tyrants. The’ 
counties too begin to {peak the fame language, in’a tone itill more 
refpectable. And Armagh,* already up in arms, fets an example, - 
foon to be followed by the whole volunteers of Ireland, of loyalty 

to their injured fovareign, which almott pants for an opportunity. of 

difplaying itielf in aGtion.—A decided majority: of the peers, nearly 

half the Houfe of Commons, and the bulk of the landed intereit of . 
Great Britain range themfelves on the fide of the King and the 

people.—Thefe, with the juftice of his caufe, are fuch powerful cn- 

couragements, as would certainly determine fuch a politic, war- 

like, and firm prince as King William to hazard all extremities, 

than fubmit to the yoke of a daring faction. It is to be hoped thar 

the fame encouraging circumftances will operate a fimilar effet.on 

the goed prince who now fills the throne: but, if it could be fup- 

pofed that he would ever be induced to abandon the numerous, and 

refpectable friends who fupport him in the prefent crifis, it might 

be fafely affirmed that no fuch opportunity would be prefented in 

future of afferting, together with hisown, the rights of his people. 

Itis however much to be regretted that which ever party prevail in 

the prefent conteit, there is a danger that an acceffion of power will | 
aecfue either to the Crown, or to the Houfe of Commons.—The 
iflue of the ftruggle will turn. upon-_the conduct of the eounties. —His 
Majefty’s aniwer to the Commons is firm, and will affuredly draw 
over numbers to the prefent miniftry. It is remarkable that this 
aufwer has made but imall impreffion on the ftocks. 


STATE OF HoLLAND. 


_ We have received undoubted intelligence that the fpirit of liberty, 
in the United Provinces, is warm and ative. In imitation of the . 
Irith volunteers, the-merchants and manufacturers, that is, the great 
body of the people, have taken arms, and daily train themfelves to 
the ufe of them. ‘Their immediate object is to change the /et or 
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* Theaddrefs of the county of Armagh is conceived in a very 
particular and ftriking manner. Itis more fpirited than any Eng: 
lif addrefs. The Irifh volunteers profefs loyalty to his majetty : 
but affect not to conceal their jealoufy of coalision.— 
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on the fide of the Crown fhall be rendered fufpicious by counter 
addreffes, or even by the filence of the counties, there is not a doubt 
that either the Sovereign mutt yield up his own prerogatives and the 
rights of his people to the ruling faction in the Houfe of Commons, 
or that an immediate effort muit be made for their prefervation bya 
diffolution of parliament. It is indeed aftonifhing that this meature 
was not adopted two months ago; miniftry have now reafon to re- 
flect on the meannefs andthe folly of their timid, mixed, and fluétu- 
ct counfels ; it is from theirirrefolute, that the refolute and firm 
conduct of the coalition {prings. While we reprobate the attenipts 
that are made on the rights ot the crown, we cannot help regretting 
that more wifdom, vigour, and we muft add confittency, are not 
exerted in fupporting thefe rights. The common fenfe of the na- 
tion, on the rejection of Mr. Fox's Eaft-India\ bill in the Houfe of 
Peers, pointed to a diffolution of parliament, a8.the only means of 
enabling the new miniftry to' fupport themfelves in a conteft with 
coalition. Time has-not yet difcovered any fecret and artful plan 
that has been fubftituted in the toom of that plain and obvious one 
which we have juft now mentioned. It is to a diffolution of par- 
liament that the friends of the king and conftitution muft yet have 
recourfe, if they have not refolved to yield up all into the hands of 
a defperate faction. 

King William, foon after his acceffion to the throne, found that 
his parliament was torn into factions, each of which contended for 
the adminiftration of government. This magnanimous prince 
knew what was due to the crown he wore, as well as to thofe 
powerful chiefs by whofe means he had obtained it. He refpected 
the leaders of the whig party ; but he alfo refpeéted himfelf, and 
the great body of the people between whofe liberty, and the contti- 
tutional dignity of the fovereign, there was a clofe and intimate 
conne¢tion.—He fent for the principal perfons in both houfes of 
parliament, and declared his earneft defire that all the real griev- 
vances of the nation might be immediately redrefied. He told them 
that * the crown fhould not*be the worfe for his wearing it, and 
advifed them to be contented with his bounty, as far as it sas i# 
his power to beflow it. ‘Then, laying his hand upon his fword, he 
faid, what I cannot accomplifh by entreaties, I will take care 
to perform with this. He declared that he would have re- 
gard to his own dignity, and the public fafety, according to his 
oath, and, with the advice of his council, would adminifter the go- 
vernment according to the laws.”” There were as great patriots in 
the days of King William, as in the prefent: yet no man arraign- 
ed the condué of that prince as. unconftitutional, when he chole 
rather to be king over a dividéd parliament, than to give himfelf up 
to be governed by either party. 

Let us fuppofe for a moment William III. to fill the throne of 
England, in {uch circumftances asthe prefent. As the diftinguifh- 
ing features of his character were a veneration for juftice, and milita- 
ry courage, we may naturally conceive that the encroachments made 
on his royal prerogative, or, in other words, on the conftitutional 
law of the country, would move him with the utmoft indignation. 


Confcious of the itricteft regard to the laws, on his part, his —, 
mien 
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ment at the ufurpatiOns of the ariftocratic faction would be in pro- 
portion to the purity of his own principles. Accuftomed to war, 
and civil broils, from his earlicft years, he would not unaaturailly 
anticipate or imagine a conjundture in waich the wranglings of 
tongues, and the controverjies of pens might be followed, as ufual 
in other countries, by an appeal to the fword. In fuch a fituatioa 
he would caft his eyes abroad on the ftate of his dominions and of 
the world, that by comparing his advantages with his difadvan- 
tages, his friends with his enemies, he might be able to judge of 
the ground on which he ftood.—The honour of the army is on his’ 
fide, and their military habits. The towns and cities throughout 
England and Scotland, in imitation of the metropolis, and animated! 
by iimilar feelings, congratulate him on emancipating himfelf, and 
the nation, from the hands of crafty and defigning tyrants. The’ 
counties too begin to {peak the fame language, in’a tone itill more’ 
refpectable. And Armagh,* already up in arms, fets an example, » 
foon to be followed by the whole volunteers of Ireland, of loyalty 

to their injured fovareign, which almott pants for an opportunity. of 

difplaying itielf in action.—A decided majority: of the peers, nearly 

half the Houfe of Commons, and the bulk of the landed intereit of . 
Great Britain range themfelves on the fide of the King and the 

people. —Thefe, with the juftice of his caufe, are fuch powerful cn- 

couragements, as would certainly determine fuch a politic, war- 

like, and firm prince as King William to hazard all extremities, 

than fubmit to the yoke of a daring faction, It is to be hoped that 

the fame encouraging circumfiances will operate a fimilar effect. on 

the goed prince who now fills the throne: but, if it could be fup- 

pofed that he would ever be induced to abandon the numerous, and 

refpectable friends who fupport him in the prefent crifis, it might 

be fafely affirmed that no fuch opportunity would be prefented in 

future of afferting, together with hisown, the rights of his people. 

Itis however much to be regretted that which ever party prevail in 

the prefent conteit, there is a danger that an acceffion of power will — 
accrue either to the Crown, or to. the Houfe of- Commons.—The 
iflue of the ftruggle will turn upon the conduct of the counties. —His 
Majefty’s aniwer to the Commons is firm, and will affuredly draw 
over numbers to the prefent miniftry. It is remarkable that this 
aafwer has made but imall impreffion on the ftocks. 


STATE OF HOLLAND. 


_ We have received undoubted intelligence that the fpirit of liberty, 
in the United Provinces, is warmand active. In imitation of the . 
Irifh volunteers, the-merchants and manufacturers, that is, the great 
body of the people, have taken arms, and daily train themfelves to 
the ufe of them. Their immediate object is to change the /er of 
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* Theaddrefs of the county of Armagh is conceived in a very 
particular and ftriking manner. Itis more fpirited than any Eng- 
ith addrefs. The Irith volunteers profefs loyalty to his majelty : 
but affect not to conceal their jealoufy of coalition.— 
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conftitution of the cfete, which collectively form the States Ge. 
neral, from an aritiocratical toa republican form. But it is impof- 
fible to fay in what manner a commotion once raifed among a pei- 
fevering and obitinate people, may terminate. 


ScoTLAND. 


The flame of liberty fpreads wider and wider in Scotland. Al. 
mott all the Burghs haye appeinted delegates to meet in the general 
convention which is to bebeld in Edinburgh, on the 25th of March, 
Here we have an opportunity of contemplating the power of litera- 
ture over political affairs. “The writings of Dr. Stuart, which prove 
the antient importance, and the free conftitution of Scottifh Burchs, 


are familiarily quoted by all thofe of his countrymen who wih for 
a political reform. 


THE EMPEROR. 


It is generally believed, and on very probable grounds, that the 
political prince who is at the head of the Houfe of Auttria, has it in 
contemplation to open the navigation of the Scheld. The ditlrac- 
tions of Holland, and we may add, of England; the laffitude of 
France, after the late war; the humiliation of the Turks ; and the old 
age and infirm health of the King of Pruffia: all thefe circumittan- 
¢es invite the Emperor to refume a natural right which was wretled 
from his anceftors by force of arms. The opportunity is favourable, 
and he will probably embrace it. This is a matter more interetting 
and alarming to Lonbon, and AmstERDAM, than all the brilliancy 
of fieges and battles. Ifthe Austrian does not difcredit his re- 
putation for wifdom, and an attention to the interetts of his domini- 
ons, ANTWERP may again become the emporium of the world, 


TuRKEY. 


The ceflion of the Crimea, and a free paffage to the Ruffians 
through the Dardanelles, .trom the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, 
are certain preludesto the total annihilation of the Ottoman power 
in Europe. The annual fublidy which the Sublime Porte has agreed 
to pay to the Emperor of) Germany, is, if poflible, a ftill clearer 
proof that her Empire isin the very laft ftage of its declenfion. It 
was thus that the Roman empire in its-fall paid tribute to the Bar- 
darians. 
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SP The Charaéter and engraved Head of Dean Swift are pofiponed 
. pill our next Number, . 


In our next alfo our Account of Levefyue’s Hiftoire de Rufie w: 
be concluded. , ; | 


